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UR DER of all crimes 
is conſidered to be the 
blackeſt that can- poſſibly pollute: 
the ſoul of man; it is an irrepa« 
rable injury, no reſtitution can be 
made; and not this only to the 
murdered perſon, it frequently» 
involves a whole family in its diſ- 
mal conſequences, ' A diſconſolate 
widow, a number of diſtreſſed 
wretched orphans are left to de- 
plore the loſs of a huſband, and 
a father; and often rendered fo 
deftirure, _ inevitable _ + 


' 
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is the dreadful iſſue attending it. 
What horror muſt wait on the 
murderer when once he reflects 
on himſelf, when his rage or ma- 
lice is ver, and guilt and thought 
reaſſume their power; what then 
would he give to have the mur- 
dered perſon reſtored to life 
again? but that is vain, that 
wiſh is then too late. What dread- 
ful apprehenſions muſt likewiſe 
ſeie the mugderer's mind? to 
1 think he has, perhaps, ſurpris d 
him with all * "org with all his 


crimes. and. imperfections unre- 


pented of, and ſent an immortal 
work to eternal miſery. . - 

This execrable fin of Vl 
a * ORE] It; ec N ma | 


R 
od out but by the blood of te 
murderer ; as Deut. xix: 1 13. 
The Land cannot be purged of i 
blood, but by the blood. of 2 hat | 

edi ie. PAIRS 3 

And this fin ſtrikes not only 

at the injury done to mankind; 
but is even the higheſt contempt 
toward God himſelf; it is de- 
facing of his image which he has 
ftamped upon man, In the image 
off God made he mam, Gen. 1x. 6. 
It is the uſurping God's authority, 
for God alone hath the right to 

diſpoſe of the life of man. It 

was he alone that gave it, and it 
is he alone that hath right and 
power to take it away; but he 
that murders a man, does, as it 
were, wreſt the power oute 
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e 
God's hand; which is impious,. 


. and the higheſt preſumption... 


The laws. in foerign countries 
et y inflict the moſt exqui- 
fite torments on a murderer, of. 
which; in this bock, are many 
remarkable inſtances; and tho 


theſe tranſactions were abroad, 


yet the author obſerves, they are 
8 true, having had 1 


of them from perſons of diſtinc- 


tion, and credit; and ſome of 
them he has ſeen executed for the 
orimes here relate. 

I ſhall conclude. wich an ob- 
eee ſrom a collection of ex- 


amples, ſome of which a wor- 
thy magiſtrate * ' thought conve- 
nient to extract from the very 


Moes, in the following book. 
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© Where is the fortitude (fays 
# he) which can look an offend- 
* ed almighty in the face? Who 
can bear the dreadful thought 
of being confronted with the 
* ſpirit of one whom we have 
* murdered, in the preſence of 
ball the hoſt of heaven, and to 
© have juſtice demanded againſt 
© our guilty ſoul, where there is 
* infinite juſtice, as well as infi- 
e nite power? A moſt dreadful 
* ſituation indeed! From which 
may God, of his infinite * 
t deliver us all.” 
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HISTORY 1. wag” 


Hautefeha - bribes Freſnay, an A to. 
' poiſon Mermanda, and alſo to poiſon. Grand 
Pre, her brother. Freſnay being condemned > - 
fer à rape, confeſſes himſelf 2 5 of both 
theſe. murders, at Hautefelia's inſtigation. 


Sbe is apprehended, and on her n * 
executed. 


De Grand- Mont, a French gentle ‚ 
man nobly deſcended, and his vir- 

tuous wk the only daughter of 
M. de Buſerat, had their ſeat near Auxone, 
an antient town on the borders of Burgundy. 
They were bleſſed with three ſons, named 
Grand-Pre, * and Maſſeron, with 2 
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Maurice of Naſſau, afterwards prince of 


- home; her parents having preſented Creſſie, 


$ 2 _— to the . of France.) Soon 


6 
two 2 + daighters, Hautefelia and Creſſie, 
poſterity, the youngeſt of theſe 
ve Ry ren having ug near attained to matu- 
rity... * 
The eldeſt fon Grand- Pre, bei ing martially 
inclined, prevailed on his Fs, ro let him 
ſerve in the wars, under the renowned 


Orange. Villeneuve, delighting in books, 
was ſent to Point au-Mouſſdn, in order to 

compleat his ſtudies; and Maſſeron was, for 
his beauty, begged for a page by a marſhal 
of France. Hautefelia only remained at 


their youngeſt daughter, to a noble lady of 
Burgyndy. 


Hut behold the hand of providence! wich- 
in the compaſs of one year, three of theſe 
children are in their graves. Villeneuve, 


bathing in a river was drowned ; Maſſeron 


$ killed in a duel by one Roſſet, a Gaſ- 


„at Fontainbleau, Hautefelia died of 


ves ever : which inexpreſſibly afflicts their 


Parents; who, thus ſuddenly deprived of 


tßbree, recalls home their remaining two Chil- 
1 Aren, to be props and comforts to their old 


but their hopes were ſadly deceived. 
Firſt came Cieſite (who we'mult hence- 


4 forward ſtile mademoiſelle Hautefelia, as 


bearing the title of her late eldeſt ſiſter, ac- 


after 
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5 1 
after arrived Grand-Pre, from Holland, 


where, in divers ſervices, he left many teſti- 
monies of his valour. „ 

On his arrival, the nobility and gentry 
throng to congratulate his ſafe return, and 
condole with him the untimely deaths of his 
brothers and ſiſters. They find him the com- 
pleat, gallant . of great endow- 
ments both of mind and body, Wholly 
addicted to manly exerciſes; his delight is 
in arms, and is ſtill inclined to purſue. after 
honour and glory. NIV 
His father, apprehenſive leaſt this martial 
diſpoſition of his might induce him to ſeek 
wars abroad, as there were none at home, 
proffers him the choice of many rich and. 
beautiful ladies : but Grand-Pre ſeems utter- 
ly averſe to marriage. Toremedy this, the 
old gentleman reſolves to quit the country, 
and fix his reſidence at Dijon, the capital 
of Burgundy, hoping that there, among the 
multitude; of beauties in that city, his fon 
might caſt his eyes on one, whoſe charms 
would be capable of captivating his affection; 
and the event anſwered his expectation. 
One Sunday morning in Lent, as Grand- 
Pré was at the royal chapel, juſt oppoſite 
to his feat he beheld a moſt lovely young 
lady, exceeding rich in apparel, yet infinitely 
more ſo in excellencies of her beauteous 
perſon: in a word, ſhe was ſo compleatly 
1 B 2 amiable 


( 12 ) 


8 amqmiable, that our gallant, not accuſtomed 


to ſuch enchanting objects, could not re- 
ſtrain his raptured heart from Ping in his 
boſom. 
Nor was it long before this charmer ook | 
notice how eagerly ſhe was gazed on, by a 

rſon whom ſhe knew not, but obſerved 
to be a fine gentleman, nobly apparelled and 
attended. She could not. help bluſhing, 
which gave her ſuch additional graces, aad 
ſo much enflamed Grand-Pre, that now, 
for the firſt time, his ſtubborn heart does 
homage to beauty : he now retracts his for- 
mer opinions conceived againſt the power of 
almighty love, and entirely reſigns himſelf up 
a victim to the fair. 

But if the gallant finds himſelf bound intke 

fetters of this young lady's beauty, ſhe is no 

leſs enſnared in thoſe of his graceful perſon : 
for, as he cannot keep his eyes from gazing 
on her, ſhe ſometimes ſteals a_glance ar him, 
tho* guided with the Ufmoſt caution and 
diſcretion. 

Now to the NES of our new lovers, the 
ſermon ends; and Grand Pre beckoning his 
page, and ſhewing her to him, orders him 

to make ſecret r of her name and ha- 
bitation. 

The page ſoon returns and acquaints him, 
that the lady is mademoiſelle Mermanda, 
1 5 of M. de oi firſt yn 

| ddt 


| ("13 ) 
dent of the parliament of Dijo 
lant extremely rejoiced at this eee, 
as it was no diſparagement to his family, to 
ſeek her in marriage, which he then ablolurcely 
' determined on, notwithſtanding all his anti- 
matrimonial reſolutions. | 
Accordingly, next morning, kink with 
him two gentlemen, his intimates, he repairs 
to Creſſonville's houſe, where, the preſident 
himſelf being abroad, while his friends enter- 
tain the mother, he courts the daughter, 
whom he now loves better than before, if 
fible; as he finds the excellencies of ber 
mind anſwerable to her perſon; and thinks 
hiqmſelf extreamly happy in a miſtreſs, who 
is as agreeably pleaſed with his addreſs and 
converſation. 

Grand-Pre, thus ſatisfied with the cour- 
teous reception he met with from his be- 
loved Mermanda, acquaints firſt his own fa- 
ther, and then her's, with the ſituation of his 
affections, and leaves the old gentleman to 
concert matters, while he aſſid iouſſy con- 
tinues his addreſſes to herſelf. 

Creſſonville is far from diſapproving the 
propoſal; but has alſo a ſon, and Grand- 
Mont a daughter, both as yet unprovided 
for, he is deſirous there might be a double 
match, thereby to — a firmer league 
between the two houſes. This being pro- 
poſed, - it finally * effect, and after all 
| requiſite 


= , 
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requiſite arations, the marriages between 
. and mademoiſelle Mer- 

manda; monſieur Malleray, and mademoi- 
ſelle Hautefelia, were ſolemnized at Dijon, 

with a ſplendor and ee ſuitable to 
the perſons. 

But all theſe rejoicings are ſoon converted 
into ſggrow. Hautefelia is not ſatisfied with 
her ſituation. She envies Mermanda, as be- 
ing by birth her inferior ; and contemns her 
loving huſband, becauſe he has not nobility 
as well as wealth, ſo d couple agree but 
indifferently. 

On the contrary, no married pair ever 
© paſſed the firſt year more delightfully than 
. did - Grand-Pre, and his lovely Mermanda ; 
E their endearing affection towards each other 
met the applauſe of all witneſſes, Haute- 
| . alone excepted. Her ſiſter-in-law's re- 
utation are daggers in her envious, am- 
bitious heart, and I. begins to ſtudy means, 
how ſhe may eclipſe her glory. She recol- 
Jects, that the baron Betanford, a gallant ca- 
valier, whoſe ſeat lay not far from Oxone, 
was intimate with her brother Grand-Pré, 
and often viſited him, as alſo that this ba- 
ron had lately done her two diſcourteſies ; 
one, in buying a jewel, for which ſhe had 
offered money, at Dyon fair ; the other, in 
retaining a little dog of her's, picked up by 


= Page. So breathing nothing but e 


Wo * 


(c. 
ſhe hopes to give two ſtrokes with one ſtone, 
and to wreck her vengeance at once both on 


the baron and Mermanda. 


In purſuit hereof, the next day ſhe ent a 


private letter to Grand Pré by her page, in- 
treating him to come immediately over to 
her, to conſult upon a point in which his ho- 
nour and future happineſs were equally con- 
cerned: He accordingly came, and ſupper. 

being ended, de Malleray, after ſome diſ- 
courſe, complimented NET to his chamber, 

and took his leave; when Hautefelia cem- 
ing up with tears in her eyes, acquainted 
him, that to her great ſorrow, ſhe was aſ- 


ſured that the baron of Betanford, without 


reſpect to the ſacred rules of honour, friend- 


bu 
dag Pre, fired with this diſcourſe, reſolves . 


a reve ge upon both, without conſidering | 


the tra 
louſy infatuate ! that the next day riding 


home in the evening, he deſired Mermanda 


garden, where in 8 : 
im, 


to walk into the 
terms he charged her with diſloyalty to 
and diſhoneſty with the baron: all Which 
with floods of tears ſhe utterly denied, and 
ſo far prevailed upon him, that he declared 
himſelf ſatisfied with thoſe aſſurances of her 
fidelity, and was perfectly reconciled. Mer- 


manga fearing that if the baron ſhould ſtill 
continue 


thi, and hoſpitality, had too frequently a- | 
ed him, in his familiarity with Mermanda. 


of circumſtances, ſo far does jea - 


- 


(5695 
continue his viſits as formerly, they might 


_ * awaken the ſleeping jealouſy of her huſband, 
and to take off all grounds of a future ſuſ- 


Picion, writ the following letter to him. al 


+ *% 2 
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MexMAnDA to the Baron of BeraxronD. 


My on * A 


T 'T is not "With pluſbes, but FO A. 7 rare 
11 . 2 


fume to write unto you; nor can any thi. 
mot deeply. affett me, than that I am no- 


forced” to publiſh my huſband's folly, to vindl- 
cate” my own innocence. I miſt confeſs bis in- 


gratitude to you, and vr 7 me, While his 
Jealous Ken charges us with thoſe clandeſtine © 


crime: whith- 4 your. hokaur and my virtue 


 abbur to” think of Aud that we may both . 


deavour rather to quench than enflame this ir- 


regular paſſtion, 17 beſeeth you to refrain” 2 


bHouſe, and neither to viſit me, nor 2 familiar 

with bim, and ] hope time will conquer all "thee | 

evil thoughts, which truth and reaſon muſt al- © 
ways condemn. Your virtue and generoſity aſſure 
me of this favour, which I will repay. with 
thanks, and requite with prayers, that vou 

days may be as infinite as your perfections, and 
your fame as glorious as your merits. _ 


MrRMAN DA. 


Upon 


( 


.. Upon the receipt of this letter, the n 
was highly incenſed againſt Grand Pre, for 
entertaining fuch unjuſt and diſhonourable | 
thoughts of him ; but to remove all jea- 
louſies, he immediately left his houſe, and 
took ' horſe for, Paris. Grand Pre under- 
ſtanding the baron sſudden departure, grew 
more ſuſpicious, imagining it to be a plot 
between him and his wife; which ſo en 

him, that he refuſed her bed, and reſolved 
_ that a quick and ſevere revenge upon them 
both ſhould only attone for thoſe injuries he 
had received. Accordingly the next day 
under pretence of other buſineſs, with a page 
and two lacqueys, he went to Briecout Ro- 
bert, and retiring to a private inn, writ this 
challenge, which he ſent by his page, with 
directions to deliver it ſecretly to the baron, 
and * him his ſpeedy n : 9 5 


ir 


8 Gn AND PRE, to the Diu: &c. 


CO ULD 1 have diſſembled my malice, as 


you have done your friendſhip ; you might 
dave expected my revenge had as private 
as the injury you did me. You need no other 


my diſhonour, th 
N Aae J, who he have wronged ah 


blood can only expiate the offence. I expect this 
C re 


* 


wa 


* 


which” is a crime of ſo high a nature, - ne ob, 


(8 ) 
honourable ſatisfattion from you on Thur/day ar 
Carency, where I will meet you at five in the 
morning, with fword or rapier, on horſeback 
or on foot. The bearer hereof ſhall attend to con- 
War? you to a fair meadow, where without ſe- 
tod I expett you, when your life or mine ſpall 
eu the difference. Al 2/0" ONE”: 
19 SIA PRE. 
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| The baron having received this letter, 
_— . cauſed the page to dine with him, and aſter 
| dinner ſent him away with this anſwer ; Tell 
iy maſter, that I will not fail to meet bim on 
Bor ſe- back, without a ſecond, at the hour and 
place appointed. On Thurſday morning they 
met accordingly, having only their ſurgeons 
with them, and after a ſharp and reſolute 
light on horſe- back, and the exchange of ſe- 
veral wounds, Grand Pre received a deſpe- 
rate thruſt in the belly, upon which he fell 
from his horſe, and Betandford remained 
victor, "who like a noble cavalier aſſiſted him 
to a neighbouring village, where his ſurgeons 
took care of his wounds. The next morn, 
ing, having ſomething recovered his ſenſes, 
the baron fatisfied him of the odiouſneſs of 
' the» ſcandal raiſed againſt his own honour, 
and Mermanda's virtue. Theſe ſolemn pro- 
teftations prevailed upon Grand Pre, who 4 | 
if q 
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| now repented his groundleſs jealouſy, pro- 
= - miſed to renew his love to his wife, and wy 


190 


and die his honourable friend. Some few 
days after they took leave of one another, 
and Grand Pre returning home, related to 
his wife the occaſion and e event of the com- 
bat, begged her pardon for his jealous and 
credulous humour, and promiſed for the fu- 
ture that nothing ſhould ever divide his 
heart from his virtuous and faithful Mer- 
manda. Thus were all diſcontents buried in 
oblivion, and their kind endearments ſealel 
a perfect reconciliation. 

But now mult I return to Hautefilia. 
who. ſeeing her wicked deſign thus ditap+ 
pointed, 8 reſolved rather to ſell her ſoul to 
the devil, than not purchaſe her revenge on 
Mermanda ; and , accordingly ſtruck a bar- 
gain with le Freſnay an apothecary, for the 
reward of two hundred crowns to poiſon 
her, which he promiſed and. effected in 
leſs than two months tine. 

Hautefelia, who had been thus ccc 
in her firſt villainy, inſtantly begins to teem 
with a ſecond; and as ſne hated Mermanda 
the ſiſter, ſo did ſhe never love de Mallery 
the brother, though her huſband, and . wo 
fore reſolves by a ſafe and ſpeedy death to 
diſpatch him to another world. To this 
end ſhe ſet de Malleray at variance with Grand | 
Pré, by, telling him, that her brother had 
been jealous of Mermanda, called her the 


baron of Betanford's ſtrumpet, upon which 
C2 5 they 


— 


K 
they fought ; and that fince by her ſudden 
death it was ſhrewdly ſuſpected he had poiſon'd 
De Malleray, infinitely grieved at this 

news, acquaints his father de Creſſonville 
therewith, expecting that by order of law he 
would queſtion him for it; but de Creſſon- 
ville thought it more prudence to forgive 
"thoſe injuries, than publiſh his daughters 
infamy by an unſeaſonable and uncertain 
vindication. But de Malleray's fiery temper 
could not admit theſe ſober conſiderations, 
but haſtily reſolves a revenge for his ſiſter's 
death, and underſtanding that Grand Pre , 
was lately come to Dijon, ſent him by a 
do0onfident of his own this following chal- 


De MalLERAV, to Grand Par, 
T ſhould be of baſer blood than the honour of 
m family entitles me to, ſbould I ſuffer thoſe 

_ » prongs and injuries you have offered. your wife 
and my fiſter to go unpuniſhed. I know not cube- 

her ber innocence demand more pity, than your jea- 
touſy contempt and revenge: Her unſpotted vir- 
ue, which you have ſo unworthily queſtioned, 

n ſudden death, you bave not yet accounted 
for, command me to a juſter challenge than that 
Jon ſent to the baron of Betanford : The equity 


”» f 5 
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60 


of 'my y cauſe, and the unjuſtneſs of yours, makes 
me lb or that as you'loſt your blood at Bri- 
encourt Robert, you ſhall — your hfe in fight 
Dijon. To-morrow at frve in the evening, 
by" the row of walnut-trees, near the foot of 
Talon 4 7 yu wait your coming, with 
ſingle rapi whe te and pomyard, without 
emer T4 long to try the courage "of | your 
 beart,” and the temper of your . which 
ran n; Jatisfy the ba, * 


I” 


Tbe t next evening Grand pre met Heh] 
0 making choice” of fingle fapier, they 
ſtript, and without further ceremony fell to 
it, commanding their ſurgeons 15 With 
draw! into the next field till the death of one 
of them proclaimed the other victor. After 
che third breathing, de Malleray received a 
mortal wound under the left pap, upon 
which he inſtantly dropt down dead, with- 
out ſpeaking a word. Grand Pre mounted 
his horſe . fled to Dole, a parliament free 
city, where he ſtayed till he had obtained 
his pardon, which at laſt he gained, not- 
withſtanding all the oppoſition de Oreſſon- 


oy and his friends could make to ent 


Dr Wlan xa. 


Hautefelia Weng of her huſband's death, 
which was welcome news to her, preſently 


packed up her jewels and other things of 
| | value, 


( 2% ) 


8 and went home to her father at * 
one, where with an imperious hand, and 
_ wicked heart, ſhe controuled at plea- 
ſure, till the return of her brother, who in 
| this time had diſcovered her malice to. Mer- 
manda and himſelf; and that? ſhe had been 
the only cauſe of his fighting with the baron 
of Betanford, and killing de Malleray : all 
which created in him ſo great. averſion 
and hatred to her, that he either wholly de- 
clined her company, or treated her with the 
moſt public arguments of ſcorn and indig- 
nation. Hautifelia was now as reſolved in 
her revenge againſt him, as ſhe was for- 
|  merly againſt Mermanda and de Malleray, 
and , accordingly made a new contract with 
le Freſnay for 300 crowns more to poiſon 
him, which within a ſhort time after he ef; 
fected. She now domineers at will, without 
bp the leaſt ſenſe of her crimes, or dread of 
that vengeance, which ſo cloſely purſues 

her. Scarce was Grand Pre laid in his grave, 

and his funeral ſolemnize d, but le Freſnay 
7 0 at a tavern in Dijon, where every 
+ wine he drank was the price of in- 

| _— blood, growing now wanton in his 
cups, commits a rape upon Margaret Pivot, 
a girl of twelve years old, and daughter to 
the maſter of the houſe, upon which he was 
9 but denying the fact, was put 
* rcak, and at the * torment con. 
2 Lee 


— 


4 
feſſed it, upon which he was condemned to 
be hanged. Two fryars who were ſent to 


- prepare him for his death, by their pious - 
©exhortations 410 - - wrought upon + his conſci- 


ence, that he confeſſed to them, That ar 
the inſtigation of Hautefelia he had poiſoned 
Mermanda and her huſband Grand Pre, and 
received 300 crowns for a reward. Upon 
this confeſſion his firſt ſentence was altered, and 
for theſe bloody villainies he was condemned 
alive upon the wheel, and there to languiſh till 
he died; which was executed accordingly. 
A provoſt was immediately diſpatched to 
apprehend Hautefelia, who — her at her 
father's houſe, dancing in the garden with 
ſeveral gentlemen and ladies, who ſeized her, 
and carried her before a preſident and two 
counſellors appointed to examine her. At 
firſt ſhe impudently denied all, and ſaid that 
le Freſnay had baſely belied her innocence 3 
upon. which being adjudged to the rack, at 
the firſt torment ſhe confeſſed all, whereupon 
the criminal judges pronounced ſentence up- 
on her, That the ſhould be carried to the 
place of execution, have her breaſts ſeared 
and torn off with red-hot pincers , be after- 
| wards hanged, her body burnt, and the 
aſhes thrown into the air, which was ac- 


| cordingly executed. 
2 I 1 r. 
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HISTORY II. 

Piſani robs Gaſparino of the affectiont of his 
_ miſtreſs Cbriſtineta; Gaſparino kills him in 
the field. Chriftineta, by the aſſiſtance of two 


" _ , bravo's, murders bim in a garden, and are 
all three executed. — 


IGN OR Thomaſo Vituri, a nobleman 
3 of Pavia, in the dutchy of Milan, had 
one only daughter, named Chriſtineta, 
no leſs eminent for the endowments of her 
mind, than admired for the beauties of her 
| perſon, The perfections of this young lady 
could not fail drawing many admirers about 
her, among the reft Signor Gaſparino, a 
young . nobleman of Cremona, reſolves to 
ſeek her in marriage. He acquaints an intimate 
friend with his deſign, named Signor Ludo- 
vico Piſani, whom he intreats to accompany 
him to Pavia. Piſani, pleaſed with his confi- 
dencepla 


ced in him, very readily complies with 
this requeſt, and they preparefor theirjourney. 
The young gentlemen were very reſpect- 
fully entertained by Vituri, to whom Gaſ- 
parino having made propoſals of offering his 
addreſſes to his daughter, was anſwered by 
him, That he would take ſome ſhort time to 


adviſe 
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adviſe upon it. In the mean while Gaſparino 
found Chriſtineta very cool in her affections 
towards him, although he paſſionately ad- 
mires her, and endeavours, by all the arts 
that love can ſuggeſt, to procure her eſteem; 
he tries the power of muſic, entertains her 
with balls, elegant repaſts, and ſtrives to 
paint her charms and his own tortures, in 
all the lively colours that fancy can inſpiie; 
yet all to no purpoſe, for he ſtill finds her 
adverſe to his deſires, and not knowing what 
farther to offer, he reſolves to make uſe of 
the interceſſion of his friend Piſani, whom 
he deſires to become a mediator for him; 
which office Piſani readily accepts, and pro- 
miſes to diſcharge with all fidelity. And ſoon 
after addreſſed himſelf to Chriſtineta, in be- 
half of his friend, with all the charms of 
wit and eloquence. - Chriſtineta perplexed 
at his diſcourſe, often changes colour, and 
ſtedfaſtly fixes her eyes him; he ſtill per- 
ſiſting in his requeſt, begs ſhe would ſend a 
pleakng anſwer to his friend. Ds 47 
Chriſtineta would. have ſpoke, but could 
not, her heart pants, and her ſighs confu- 
ſedly interrupt her words; but at laſt, 
with . bluſhes, ſhe tells him, that ſhe is not 
ignorant of Gaſparino's merits, but that ſhe 
can never conſent to love him, ſince ſhe has 
already fixed her affections on another. Pi- 
ſani ſtill extols his friend, and earneſtly 
| | D preſſes 


I 


replied, 


of her promiſe; modeſty for awhile repreſſes 


The thus diſcovers herſelf to him. 
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vrefſes Chrittineta to name the man who is 
happy in her love; to which at laſt ſhe 


— 


* © Pifani, it is a near friend of yours, who 
* js the firſt, aud ſhall be the laſt object of 
9 my love; but at preſent I will not name 
* him : butif you pleaſe to meet me to-mor- 
* row, at eight o'clock in the morning, in 
* the Nun's garden of St. Clare, 1 will 
there inform you who it is; but for ever 
* forbear to ſolicit me any more for Gaſpa- 
© rino, whoſe addreſſes I have told you why I 
cannot receive.” 


Piſani finding the lady's reſolution thus 


Axed, took his leave, and promiſed to meet 
as ſhe had appointed. Then going to his 
friend Gaſparino, he related to him all the 


Foregoin es, except that of the aſſig- 
tion . Gaſparino, deſpairits, 
of ſucceſs, returned to Cremona. 

The appointed hour being come, Chriſti. 
aneta haſtes away to the garden, where 
having taken a turn or two, ſhe ſees Piſani 
enter, whoſe fight fills her with joy and 
confuſion : the cavalier, in a very gallant 
manner, approaches her, and told her, he 
was now come to demand the performance 


the glowing paſſion in her breaſt, her checks 
were covered with bluſhes, and at length 


< The 


:Cag71d 

The perſon, Piſani, on whom I have 
fixed my affections, does reſemble. ycur- 
© ſelf, and is of your neareſt acquaintance.” 
Piſani preſſes her to let him know his name; 
when after much heſitation, ſhe tells him 
his name is Piſani, and himſelf the man; 
intreats him to put the moſt favourable con- 
ſtruction on the diſcovery of her paſſion, 
which ſhe was ſure her life depended upon. 
Piſani is ſtrangely ſurprized at what 12 

hears, and knows not how to behave in 
odd an enconnter. He knows ſhe is far be- 
yond what either his birth or fortune can 
retend to; yet he has more honour than 
o betray his friend; therefore he faid, © I 
* own the greatneſs of my obligation to you, 
without any merit of mine; but dare not 
accept a bleſſing ſo tranſcendant, with- 
out forfeiting my honour, and betraying 
my friend; where there any other way to 
merit this favour, ſo undeſervedly con- 
< ferred upon me, I would endeavour to 
© perform it at the utmoſt hazard of my 
< hte.” n 
Piſani had ſcarcely ſpoke this, but love 
and friendſhip ſtruggling in his breaſt, and 
doubting the former might eraſe the friend, 
he immediately leaves Chriſtineta, and goes 
to Cremona ,where Gaſparino had brought 
with him a heart full of the idea of his dear 
Chriſtineta, as that of Piſani's was with her, 
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Which gains ſuch power ovel her mind, that 
diſcretion muſt ſubmit to love, and within 
ten days ſhe ſends a n melſetiger with 
the following letter to him. 


FAINE it wot ftrange, hat I fecond my 
XK * loft ſpeech with this letter; for were not 
w affetions to you as fincere as they are 
5 T1 ſhould never thus baue treſpaſſed up- 
on the modeſty of my ſex. ] muſt confeſs it im- 
"poſſible for Chriſtinetta to love any body but Pi- 
fan, whom I no ſooner ſam, but was dea af- 
Fetted: now, finte my zeal to yon is Begun In 
Virtue, and Hall be continued in honour, it Pads 
"me flatter myſelf with the hopes you will not 
Force me to deſpair. Thus can I fix bounds to my 
Au, Tee” not to my affettion: © h 
CHRISTINET A. 


Pint n this letter, begins to de- 
-bate again with himſelf concerning Chriſti- 
neta's love to him, and his reſpe& to Gaſpa- 
rino, he finds his refSlution ſtaggers; but yet 


forcing love to give 75 to honour, he ſends 
this anſwer. 5 


bp Cant, my fair, tell whether you Bftborr 
more affeition by your letter, than TI ſhould 
 zreachery, was 1 to accept it in the manner you 
Are yet Piſani could love Chriftineta beyond 


"imagi mation, did not his ſriendfip to Gaſparino 


Ferbid 


„„ 
ford” it: ' your beauty n the one, and 
honour denies the other. Could time reconcile 
theſe differences and difficulties, I would fly ſwift 
to the embraces of Chriſtinetta, <vhoſe. affettion 
T1 1277 next 10 my friendſhip to Gaſparino. Live 


| in this el and 1 will die in the ame. 
SY mo” ISANI. | 


By this 8 Chriſtinetta perceives 8 
dawn of hope, but doubt ſoon. etlipſes it a- 
"I therefore once mare ſhe reſolves to 

ew the violence of her paſſion by a ſecond 
letter:; "which in about A org, after he 
ſent as follows: 


A 


5 7 may paſs the pag _ ee But will 
not exceed thoſe of honour , I have learnt this 


maxim, That the affeftion which bas an end, 
bad never à beginning, Your letter is fo full 
of doubts, That I know not whether it brings 
me hopes or deſpair : could you dive as deep in- 
to my heart, as I have into your merits, 
would inform you, that you” ought to prefer the 
love of a lady to the reſpect of a gentleman, 
Vince he may carry bis heart from you, and I de- 
fire to preſent mine to you ; and let me tell you 
doubt is a ftep to deſpair, as deſpair is to death. 
T write this rather with tears than ink, and am 
hes you'll ſoon . of the expiring 
CHRISTIN ETA. 
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quite demoliſhed ; thinks no more of Gaſpa- 


epilkle. 


| which gives 4 life to my reſolution, is, that it it 


| #riumph. For as you deſire to live in my favour, 

| ſo it is my ſole ambition to die in your affefion, 

and will ſhortly follow this letter; till when, I 
ſhall infinitely more aefire your preſence, than you 


whereas before ſhe condemned her pre- 


„ 
At the receipt of this ſecond letter, he 
Kd all the ſtrongeſt defences of his honour 


rino, or of friendſhip; love takes full poſſeſ- 
ſion of his heart. Impatient till he AY 


ſubmiſſion to his conqueror, he poſts away 2 
his page to o Chrulinetta, with the "following 1 


P ba 1 
' : 


3 au, 

5 UR Re Ne make me PERS 
et all 75 to Gaſparino, that, I may 

ener love to Chriſtinetta ;, but tbat 


offible for him to make me /o unhappy in bis 


— as 1 ſhall be bleſſed. in the poſſeſſion of 
thy charms. And in this bope 1 both rejoice and 


can ** lament the abſence 0 
al a | yl PISANI. 


"This letter fully n Chriſtneta's 
deſpair, and confirms her hopes; that 


ſumpt 


tion in writing to him, ſhe now ap- 


pflauds her reſolution, and bleſſes the hour ſhe 
attempted it; and every minute ſeems an 


R 
ape, Till her loved Pifani appears, and he iy 
no leſs impatient in the abſence of Chriſti- 
neta; all his inclinations are at Pavia, and 
having ſoon ſettled his affairs, he arrived at 
the place where all his happineſs was center- 
en and ſuch was the interview between theſe 
Joyful lovers, as love only can expreſs. © 

But it is not enough ffor Piſani to be poſ- 
ſeſſed of Chriſtineta's favour, he muſt like- 
wiſe ohtain that of her parents, before either 
can enjoy their wiſhes ; and ſo he applies ho- 
nourably to them, but finds them not fo a- 
greeable as they had flattered themſelves 
with the hopes of: for old Vituri preferring 
wealth to honour, alledges, that Piſani's fa- 
ther died in debt, and that he had legacies 
to pay his ſiſters ; therefore he rejected his 
propoſal, and in a manner forbids his daugh- 
ter his company. | 

This unexpected repulſe ſtrikes like a dag- 
pf to the hearts of our lovers, zhey are at a 
8 Hols how to act. But love, their inſpirer, 
prompts Chriſtineta to aſk her mother's good 
will, which after ſome time isobtained, and ſhe 
perſuading old Vituri to conſent to the match, 
the nuptials ſhortly after was ſolemnized, to 
che exceeding joy of the almoſt before de- 
8 fpairing lovers. $64.48 ea hi. m5 
= We come now to ſpeak of Gafparino, 


who, notwithſtanding the ſecret management 
„ this affair, had notice of it: and conſider- 
1 ö ing 


I 329 
ing the nature of Piſani's treachery, WAS ex- 
tremely incenſed at him, and vowed a ſharp | 
revenge. So communicating his reſolution 
to Sebaſtiauo, his friend, they ride over to 
Pavia, and concealing himſelf in his inn till 


the next morning, he by the ſame Fs: 
1 Piſani ſus ane 


0 U, 2 "EM make the firſt FRY in our 


Friendſbip, 2 treacherouſly robbing me of my 
miſtreſs, muſt now, in honour and juſtice take 
Ie loo, or give me yours in requital, 1 
Hall exper? you at the weſt-end of the Park, by 
Four or five, after dinner, on foot with ſeconds; 
#be weapons, if you pleaſe, two ſingle rapiers, of 
which I will give you the choice, If pour cou- 
rage anſwer your {OT you will dare to 


4 GASPARINO. 


. Piſani having read this letter, returned this 
anſwer; Pray tell Gaſparino from me, that T. 
will meet bim with my ſecond at the hour and 
Place appointed. Sebaitiano being returned, 
Piſani found out a gentleman of his acquain- 
tance called Sfondrato, to whom he related 
the whole buſineſs) who readily engaged 
himſelf. The hour being now come, (and 
the matter carried ſecretly, that Chriſtineta 
might not hear of it) they poſt away to the 
Park, where they found Gaſparino and Seba- 

ſtiano, 


4 
ſtiand, when alighting from their horſes, 
they threw off their cloaths and drew their 
ſwords. | | 

No leſs doubtful than bloody was the en- 
gagement between Gaſparino and Piſani, 
when at the third encounter Gaſparino run 
Piſani through the heart. Sebaſtiano, ſeeing 
him fall, was running to congratulate him on 
his victory, but Sfrondato called to him to 
prepare himſelf, which he did, and ſo with 
various fortune they fought, till providence 
reſolving to make both parties equal loſers, 
after they had breathed three ſeveral times, 
Sfrondato run his enemy Sebaſtiano through 
the ſmall of the belly, and nailed him to the 
ground, bearing away his life upon the point 
of his rapier, which done, their wounds 
were dreſſed; Gaſparino fled to Parma, and 
Sfrondato to Florence. Chriſtineta at the 
news, entirely abandons herſelf to ſorrow, 
and vows that the death of her beloved Pi- 
ſani ſhould be revenged as deep as it was 
now lamented. OE er 

Some t ime after Gaſparino having obtain- 
ed his pardon, returns home, from whence 
he began preſently to renew his love to Chri- 


WM flinera, firſt by letters, then by his friends, 


and at laſt in perſon. She diflembling her 
8 malice, thought this a fit opportunity to be 
revenged on him for the death of Piſani ; and 
finding him very * his ſuite, appoints - 


(34) 


to meet him in | the Nuns Garden at ſix next 
morning, and in the mean time agrees with. 
two ruffians, Bianco and Brindoli, for 50. 
ducats to murder him, 
Gaſparino and Chriſtineta are both early yup, 
and '4 are Bianco and Brindoli: The 
meet, ſhe walks in public, they hide = 
ſelves in private, when immediately in came 
Gaſparino, and approaching Chriſtineta with. 
his hat in his hand to ſalute her, ſhe uttered 
theſe words, Gaſparino, this place I firſt had 
conference with P 1/ant, and bere 1 purpoſe 10 4 
have my laſt with you: At which words the 
Rufftans ruſhed out and killed him, but with 2? 
ſome noiſe and reſiſtance. Chriſtineta fear- 
ing he might not be dead, run to him, and 
with a ſtilletto ſtabs. hin many times in the 
body, crying out, This I ſacrifice to the memo- 
Ty of my dear Piſani. And thruſt her hand- 
cCherchief in his mouth; the Ruffians then 
throwing the body into the well of the gar- 
den, fled at the poſtern, and Chriſtineta went 
tio the Nuns Church. 
I, be nuns in their cells having heard the 
claſhing of ſwords, acquaint the abbeſs with 
it, who with other company coming into the- 
— den, found the poſtern open, ſaw the al- 
s bloody, and ſuſpected murther ; where- 
upon ſhe ordered the garden to be ſearched, 
but forgot the well. The magiſtrates being 
© acquainted with it, cauſed enquiry to ro 
. mage 
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made among all the Surgeons, who (having 


freſh wounds) came lately to be cured ? Rha- 
nutio, a principal ſurgeon, informed them 
of Bianco and Brindoli, whe being both 
ſent for, and examined how they came by 
their wounds, ſaid they had a quarrel be- 
tween themſelves,” for which they fought ar 
fix in the morning in the Nuns Garden at St. 
Clare; which agreeing with the relation of 
the nuns; all was ended. 1 

Gaſparino having been miſſing, two whole 
nights, his lackey acquainted the magiſtrates 
with it, who, finding the time of his depar- 
ture, and the relation of the blood being 
found to agree, ordered Brindoli and Bianco 
to be impriſoned, examined and tortured, 
which they ſtoutly bore without confeſſing 
any thing. The garden was again ſearched, 
and the well, which was neglected before, 
when letting down their hooks, they brought 
up ſome pieces of black taffata, which Gaſ- 
parino's lacquey affirmed his maſter wore 
when he laſt ſaw him ; and ſearching deeper 
they brought up the dead body, with thirteen 
ſeveral wounds, whefeupon all concluded 
Bianco and Brindoli guilty. A little boy 
ſtanding by, aſked what cloth that was in 
his mouth ? which being pulled out, was 
found to be a Cambric handkerchief with 
Chriſtineta's name upon it. Upon this ſhe | 
was apprehended in the midſt of her plea- 
E HANTS UT oY tures 


\ 


® — e a us) . — — 


(36) 
Kues but upon examination denied ſhe knew 


any thing of his death, until ſhe was adjudged 
tothe rack, when ſhe confeſſed the Ka, and 
chat in revenge of Piſani's death, he had hired 


Bianco and Brindoli to murder him for 50 
| Crowns. 


The Ruffians were condemned to have 
their ri ght hands cut off, and then to be 


hanged, :; Ton their bodies thrown into the ri- 


ver Po. Chriſtineta was firſt hanged, then 
burnt, and her aſhes thrown into the air, 


which was performed to the great RY 
of [Oe and apr acre | 
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HISTORY III. 
Mortaign A Joſſelina with man f 


marriage, gets her with child, and canſes bis 


lackey Le Verdure, and Le Palma, Her hoſt, 
10 — — ber and ber ſon. Iſabella, Le 
 Palma's wife, by her jealonſy of her buſhand 

diſcovers the murder, upon which _ are als 
* , taken and executed. 


Na 


OT fir 50 the city of Lions in 
F rance, near Darency a ſmall coun- 
country village, dwelt an © honeſt 


farmer called Andrew Moliard, who being 
a widower had one only daughter, named | 


Joſſelina, whom he intended for his heir, a 
maid of that blooming beauty, that ſhe was 
called Joſſelina the fair. | 

Within a league of Mollard's houſe Nwelt 
a rich gentleman who had ſeveral children, 

of which the eldeſt was Mortaign, but young 
in years, though of great hopes, and nobly 
educated in the families of ſeveral perſons 


* 


— .. 
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oſ honour. Mortaign having lived ſeven 
| years in Paris, was deſirous to ſee his father 
| De Coucye, who was both aged and ſickly, 
_ as alf6 to bo preſent at the nuprials of one of 
his ſiſters, who was to be married to a gen- 

tleman of Avergne. . 

The wedding being over, and Mortaign 

weary of the diverſions of the country, re- 

ſolves upon his return to Paris; but the 

night before his departure De Coucye fell 

dangerouſly ſick of a burning fever, which 

for the preſent” put a ſtop to his journey. 

During his ſtay in the country, as he was 

walking one day in the fields he ſprung a 
pheaſant, which flying to the next woods, 

3 he ſent for his hawk; but having ranged far 
ad nd near for ſeveral hours in queſt of his 
5 game, which he could not recover, he grew 
very thirſty, and ſpying Mollard's houſe at 
à diſtance, made up to it. at 

_ = Mortign ſeeing a man in the vineyard, 
demanded if he might have any vine there; 
Mollard anſwered, yes; and (gueſſing by 
his face who he was) courteouſly invited him 
into his houſe, where being ſet down, he 
ſent his daughter Joſſelina for wine, and 
What other 3 dainties his houſe af - 
Mortaign admiring to ſee fo fair a maid in 
ſo obſcure a place, and curiouſly obſerving 
each grace and feature, to which was adde 


a 


639 ) Ye 

a natural modeſtly, and ſimplicity of beha- 
vour, was fully taviſhed in the contempla- 
tion of her beauty, and vowed to himſelf he 
would be maſter of her affections, how dear 
ſoever it coſt him. No ſooner had Mon- 
taign entertained theſe thoughts, but a lucky. 
opportunity (and moſt favourable to his de- 
ſigns) offered itſelf ; for Mollard told him, 
that he rented a ſmall tenement of DeCoucy, 
who now ſued him for two Harriots, and 
therefore intreated his good word to his fa- 
ther in his behalf, which he promiſed, and 
with thanks for his kind reception, departed. 

Under pretence of diſcourſe and buſineſs 
with Mollard, Mortaign made frequent vi- 
ſits to Joſſelina, whoſe chaſtity he attempted 
with variety of gifts and preſents, which ſhe 
modeſtly refuſed to. accept upon ſo diſho- 
nourable terms; and aſſured him, that 
as a chaſte and virtuous reputation was the 
greateſt part of her fortune, ſo ſhe would 
never exchange it for the infamous portion 
of ſhame and miſery, Mortaiga was. now 
out of all hopes of ſucceſs ; but rather than 
miſs his aim, was reſolved to play his laſt 
ſtake, and promiſed marriage ; and accord- 
ingly told her, that notwithſtanding the 
inequality of their birth and fortunes, he 
would condeſcend to marry her, provided 
ſhe would firſt permit him to enjoy his de- 
fire. Joſſelina flattering herſelf with the 


hopes 


ta) 


hopes of advancement, conſented to it; and 
now finding herſelf with child, (which her 
father ken ite diſcovered, to bis grea: grief 
and forrow) advertiſed Mortaign of it, who 


one night ſtole her away from her father's, 


and ſent her ten leagues off from. Durency, 

to a poor kinſwoman's' houſe of his, where 

ſhe was delivered of a fair luſty boy. 
Calintha, Mortaign's mother, who knew 


nothing of theſe paſſages, adviſed him to 


marry, and propoſes a match to Monſieur 
De Vaſſey, the Seneſchal of La Paliſſe, be- 
tween his only daughter Madamoiſelle La 
Varina, and her eldeſt ſon Mortaign: The 
parents readily concluded, and upon ſight 
the young couple agreed, ſo that it was ge- 
nerally reported the marriage would be fud- 
denly ned, This news ſtartled Joſ- 
ſelina, who conſidering ſhe muſt look to 
herſelf, being now Sifokerited by her fa- 


Ther, and having no friend left to aſſiſt or 


adviſe her, ſhe reſolves to write Mortaign a 
letter, to remind him of his promiſe, and 
ele ſome relief for herſelf and her fon. 


Josi ina, to Moxraion: 


o prevailed apan my honour with the facred | 


promiſe of making me your wife : lis true 


: 7 _— believed ey oaths, and canſe * 


2 uy ame, but it ag u der the ſolemn 
tence of marriage; and Fate, we lms . 


ceremony, yet heaven i is witnel5 to the con tar | 
hieb now you reſolve ta violate : what though 2 
the fiveetneſs ef my youth, and the ' fre ne of” 
25 eauty have not loft their Charming Powers 
you ? "Yet. methinks the mmocent ſmiles of 
that lively image you Bade laft to my care half 
raiſe fome pity in your breoft. But if you ill 
nol advance my. fortunes, yet. make not fhip- 
wreck of my lifes as you, have of my chaſtity"; 
and feuce all my ſupport. muſt proceed from. Jon, 
it will be high ingratitude in you to dem ber - 
maintainanct, who bath. given you a fon, and 
extreme eruelty not to. allow the. poor "babe © 
wherewith to T Pe, who. received 25 77 2nd 
being from you. I hope You "wil prove maße 
nalural to him, and more charitable” to. *5 
otherwi aſe 55 t that 5 < ; Fd 


G e 


12 


Having ſent this letter to Mortaign, and 
being delirous to draw aſſiſtance fol every 
quarter, ſhe wrote the following at the 1 0 | 


tune to Calintha his mother, wy 


* 


7 Know not, madam, in anbat terms to 28 
| - myſelf, or relate my misfortunes to you ſince ; 
y an | folly and indiſcretion ores ne 4 boned ; 
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"his 


I. and the ingratitude of your 
| T is the occaſion of the LE 5 


got once loved him as much as be now bates me 
T need not have Mluſbed as Ido, to let you kn 
that his promiſe of making ne his oe | 
made me the unfortunate mother of a 4 7 is 
.uohom be is the unkindeft of fathers. © . 
Tuc well call him unkind, fince he not on- 
I refuſes to marry me, but alſo to allow a 
_ maintainance, either for myſelf or child. It is 
10 gn, therefore, wanting all other means of 
AT; „ 1 * my ſupplications for pity 
my love of 7 our fe on Mor- 


reli 
— 8 ag FE. not , % 4 55 hatred from 
Jen, but that you will be ſo charitable to f the 
| poor babe my ſon, that 1 may not want f for = 
' Jake, nor fer his father's. But i 
„ e aa 
> einer love, be involped i in the geil 


wg of its mother, 

"hats Montaign and bis mother had re 

| ceived theſe 1 81 the firſt with the 5 — 

Inhmanity trivmphs in his crime, and mocks 

that poyerty, which he had been the occa- 

7 Wo of.. He will neither relieve the mother 

r the al. but burns the letter. Calin 

tha, on when no 14 reads that which 

bn em to her, than the throws it pA in 
dain, 


goal 


F 
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| Aifdairi, reſolving not to trouble herſelf 
about it; but then refleQing that this may 
be ſome impediment to her ſon's mar 
with Varina, her wrath. is kindled, and in 
her tage he 1 both were in another 
world. Na provoked to that de- 
gree of ice, me Ie abſolutely forbids 
4 .- ſon to ſend Joflelina, or her Child, any 
: relich but writes herſelf this inſulting ſetter, | 


Fahy cen Le as to abuſe fe my 
| w thou dareſt be ſo im- 
PRE. as 4 offend me with thy letter. I wiſb 
Le bad never ſhewn thee am kindneſs, I have 
_ charity to the deſerving part of my ſex, I c 
pity: a virtuous woman in diſtreſs, but I thin 
- there it no-pity due to 4 Srumpet. Thou baft 
added ambition to thy. diſboneſty, in beboving, 
that the daughter of, a_ clown, as art, 
2 be ty of being .the wife of a gentle- 
and now 'thou ain of the miſery 
tht thee crimes have. deſerved brought upon 
Ibee 

- Thou deft. tas, 99" ſan wich unkinduef 10. 
4 wards thee, without conſidering that his love to 
. thee bas been cruelty #0 9 Expect we, 


- from us, but look on ; thyſelf with 


en thy. chjld with repentance ; whi por Bag 3 
225 ſhall dae rite of you but 
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Joſſelina's refidence, was for deviliſhly 


\ (44 ) 
Ak the hearing of this cruel news, Joſſe- 
" \ "Ho I into a Woon, and had not ſore ac- 


eidental affiftance came in, ſhe had then end- 
* nigh her life and miſery together,  Barbarqus | 


Calintha underſtanding 1 in this interim 


* againſt her, that ſhe perſuaded her lady 
in a dark and cold night to turn her and the 
child out of doors, and ſuffer her to have no 
other ſhelter but the ground for her bed, 
and the heavens for her covering. In this 
diſtreſſed condition, with the unfortunate 


babe ia her arms, ſhe 'wandered all night 


© through the fields and places unknown, 
when by the morning light ſhe difcovered a 
village which ſhe knew, where the fold her 
© cloaths from her back to relieve her {elf and 
her child. Here ſhe continued fome time 
in great extremity, when at laſt, forced by 
mere want and neceſſity, ſhe acquainted 


ſome perſons with her fad and deplorable 


5 2 who adviſed her to ſend r 
his ſon home, and provide for herſelf. 

This was not ſo fecretly diſcourſed, but it 
came to the ears of La Varina, Mortaigr's 
"miſtreſs at La Plaiſſe, who preſently with- 
drew her affection from him, and her 1 
his reſpect; which Mortaign perceiving, and 

imagęining it was on the account of Joſſelina, 


ſwore he would deſtroy both her and her 
bon, and the better to 


iſſemble his deſign, 
be 


„„ 

le gave orders that ſhe Thould be lodged in 
"a better inn, where ſhe was furniſhed with 
all neceſſaries; and farther ſent her word, 
that he had provided a nurſe for his ſon, and 
Vould ſhortly fend his Lackey for hit, and 
take more particular care for her ſupport and 
maintenance, if ſhe would keep things pri- 
vate to her ſelf. Joſſelina was much rejdiced 
hereat, and within three days Mortaign' ſent 
his Lackey, Le Verdure for the babe, which 
with many tears and kifles ſhe delivered to 
him. Le Verdure following his maſter's 
commands, and being now four leagues from 
Villepont, ſtrangles the pretty infant whilſt 
it ſmiled in his face, and wrapping it in a 

- © linen cloth, threw it into the rrver Lignon. 
Mlortaign being thus rid of the ſon, makes 

' A bargain with Le Palma (Joſſelina's hoſt) 
and his lackey Le Verdure, for 200 franks 
to ſtifle the mother in- bed, which they per- 
formed and buried her body in the garden. 
As ſoon as theſe villains had perpetrated this 

- crue] murther, they went over to Dureney 
to give Mortaign an account, and receive 
their reward; which having done, they can- 
tinued ſeveral days together frolick ing and 
drinking; when at laſt La Palma went home 

to Villepont to his wife Iſabella; who being 
aan old woman, and he a young man, ſhe 
Was Jealous of his ſtay, ſuppoſing he went 
out in company with Joſſelina, 9 | 
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s entertained kim with this falutation, Le 


adding, that if Joſſelina is xot, ber 


= 


Pama (quoth ſhc) you. are very unkind ſo ſann 


i forſake your whore Joſſelina. For which 
be gaye her the lye, called her whore, and 
\ expreſt himſelf paflionace and angry. 8 


continued her railing, and provoked him to 
that degree of imparience, that he ſtruck her 
a box on. the. car, which felled her dead 
. 46 the ground, upon this noiſe the neighbours 
came in, and ſuppoſing his wife dead, ap- 
Prehended Le Palma, and carried him before 
-the Procurer Fiſcal of Le Paliſſe, who com- 
mitted him to priſon. Iſabella being reco- 
Nered. complains to the Fiſcal of her huſ- 
hand's cruelty towards her, gives a true 
account of the occaſion of the quarrel; 

Salden 


( t, foe believes be is ber murderer, af 
, whieb, ber maid can ſay more. Jaquela the 
maid upon examination declared, that her 
maſter Le Palma and Le Verdure were to- 
. gether. at midnight in joſſelina's chamber, 
. and fince ſhe was never heard of. Le Pal- 
ma being charged with theſe points, denied 
every ſy llable, that he neither was in her 
+ chamber, ; NOT knew what Was become of 
, her ; but being judged to the rack, confeſ- 
_ fed the murder in the ſeveral, particulars. 
_ + Serjeants. were preſently ſent to 


| Mortaign 
and Le Verdure; they met 7 — 
the way, and ſeized his maſter in bed. Le 


Verdure 


88 


ene. n 


* „ upon the torment confeſſed tie 
murder of Nele and her fon, and Mor- 
taign being examined, with great penitenc 
owned the guilt he was charged with; 
whereupon Le Palma was condemned tu be 
hanged and burn t, Le Verdure to be broken 
on the wheel, and his body thrown into the 
river Lignon, and — to be broken 
on the wheel, his body burnt, and his aſhes 
to be thrown into the air; which on a marker 
day was accordingly executed in La Paliſſo. 
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8 a HISTORY IV. 
_— dc agent bes non 
= Beditrice-Joahna'ranſeth: de Flores to-murder 
Alonſo Piracquo, webe wes à ſuiter 10 her. 
bal ſhe \ might marry with Alſemero; who, 
being wedded to ber, and finding her in adul- 
tery with de Flores, kills them both. Al- 
ſemero afterwards treacherouſly kills Tho- 
maſo Piracquo in à duel, for which being 
beheaded, the murder of Alonſo is diſcovered 
and puniſhed, 
| 3 


\ | OT many Fears: ſince, at the city of 

Valentia in Spain lived Don Pedro 

de Alfemero, a young and noble Cavalier, 

who wholly applied himſelf tothe wars, add- 
ed to his own plentifuf Eſtate, as large a 

ſhare of honour and reputation. This gen- 

tleman, whoſe temper altogether inclined to 

martial affairs, reſolved to leave his own 
country, (now in peace) and enter himſelf 

into the ſociety of the valiant Knights of 
Malta, and accordingly went to Alicant, 
Vhere he ſtayed in expectation of a favour- 
gabe wind, During his abode here, going 

bone morning to church, he obſerved a young 
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to wait upon her to the caſtle, where the 


tao) 

lady kneeling over againſt. him, with whoſe. 
beauty he was ſurpriſed, that it was diffi- 
cult to determine whether love or devotion 
more inflamed his heart, and inſpired his 
thoughts. Maſs being ended, he enquired 
of the prieſt who this lady was, her name 
and quality: the prieſt told him, ſhe is 
daughter to Don Diego de Vermandero, 
captain of the caſtle, and her name Donna 
Beatrice · Joanna. The next morning Alſe- 
mero roſe early, and went to the ſame 
church, in hopes fortune would bleſs him 
with the ſecond ſight of her whoſe — 
graces had. already ſo far prevailed ups 

him: when entering the choir, he ſaw her 
upon her knees in the fame place. Alſe- 
mero, who thought himſelf extremely bleſt 
with fo lucky an opportunity, reſolved to 
improve it to the beſt advantage; and 
kneeling down by her, (not having the pa- 

tience to wait till maſs was ended) whiſpered 
his affections in her ear, interrupting her 
devotions with his amorous compliments, 
vowing to live and die her affectionate ſer- 
vant. The lady check'd his bold addreſs 
with a modeſt reprehenſion, which (prayers 
being ended) Alſemero renewed with all the 
paſſionate expreſſions ↄf a vigorous lover, 
and after ſeveral refuſals, at laſt prevailed 


captain her father received him with all ima» 
G ginable 


„„ % rs 


| ( 51 ) 
ginable — and in return for his civili- 
dies to his daughter, ſhewed him the rarities 
and ſtrength of the fort. Alſemero conti- 
nued his addreſſes to the lady by frequent 
viſits, which the captain her father ſeemed 
to encourage by a generous and courtly re- 
ception. In Alicant lived a young gentle- 
man of noble extract and plentiful eſtate, 
whoſe name was Alonſo Piracquo, a com- 
pleat courtier, and paſſionately in love with 
Beatrice-Joanna. 

Piracquo, who had a Jong time concealed 
affecton, reſolves now to make a viſit 
& Vermandero, and acquaint him with his 
paſſion for his daughter, which he according- 
ty did: Vermandero received him with all 
the demonſtrations of reſpect and kindneſs, 
thanked him for the favour he did him in 
his-honourable propoſals, which he highly 
approved off, and was of nothing more ambi- 
tious, than an alliance with a perſon of ſo 
t worth and merit. Thus we fee Alſe- 
mero rivalled in his pretenſions to his miſ- 
treſs, by an unknown cavalier; but however, 
though Piracquo had gained the father, Al- 

ſemero had already won the daughter, who 
'- Earried herſelf with that prudence and reſpect 
to Piracquo, that he lived in hopes, whulſt 
Alſemero had the aſſurance ha her love _ 


alfeftion. x 
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Vermandero after ſome time underſtand- 
ing the inclinations of Beatrice- Joanna, which 
more reſpected Alſemero than Piracquo, 
now declared himſelf in behalf of Piracquo, 
and with an auſtere look commanded her to 
direct her affections accordingly which ſhe 
not obſerving, he withdrew himſelf to his 
— houſe at Briamatta, and took her 
ivately- along with him. Piracquo had 
the opportunity of courting his miſtreſs, 
Which ns denied Alſemero, who had already 
gained the fort, which Piracquo in vain en- 
deavoured to ſtorm. Piracquo made his 
conſtant viſits, whilſt Alſemero could ogy 
- dolicit by letters, which were powerful enough 
to preſerve the heart he had already obtained. 


Several letters had paſſed between Alſemero 
and Beatrice- Joanna without the privity of 
Vermandero, when the laſt told hich That as 


be was ſole maſter of ber affeBions;' ſo ſe 
earneſtly coveted his company, which ſbe deſired 

bat evening at eleven, when ſhe would 
Sim "with a ſecret which concerned them both. 
Alſemero upon this advice took poſt; and 

arrived at the hour appointed; when ung 
ately into Vermandero's houſe; hi 


priv 
-f 5 — het waiting gentle woman _ 


ing his coming, who directed him to Bea- 


trice-Joanna's chamber. And here, with 


the readers leave, I'll draw the curtain be- 
_ thoſe amorous compliments and more 
familiar 


180 

familiar dalliances with which the lovers 
entertained themſelves. In diſcourſe Beatrice- 
Joanna caſt out ſome; doubtful expreſſions to 
this purpoſe, that before Piracquo 10 in 
 <pnotber world, there. was no hopes for bim 10 
enjoy ber for his wife in this. Alſemero pre- 
ſently underſtood the ſenſe of it, and offered 

to ſend him a:challange, and fight him, 
which ſhe: would by no means admit off, and 
dleſired him to leave Alicant for a ſhort time, 
0 and return to Valentia, and for the reſt (ſays 
he) repoſe yourſelf upon my conſtancy and 
-\affeftion. The morning now grown-upon 
\them, Alſemero took his leave, and promiſ- 
Veda full obſervance of her — * and 
accordingly within four days left Alicant, 
and went back to Valentia. This meetin 
though private) was not ſo cloſely carr 
but Vermandero had notice of it, — 
he was very angry, but however aſſured 
Pitacquo, that in a ſhort time ſhe ſhould ac- 
zucompliſh his deſires, and that if his parental 
admonitions could not, his authority ſhould 
prevail over his daughter's perverſeneſs. 
| - This was Piracquo encouraged by Verman- 
eto, though he had private intelligence ſent 
2 him that Beatrice Joanna was already con- 
tracted to Alſemero, and it would now more 
nearly concern him to conſult his reputation 
y an honourable retreat, than to advance 


* * With ſo woch cal. and viglence, 


which 
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which it was impoſſible he ſhould ever ob- 
tain. But Piracquo preſſed on more eagarly, 
vhich gave Beatrice- Joanna great trouble and 
diſquietude. Vermandero underſtanding that 
Alſemero was gone back to Valentia, return- 
ed to Alicant, where Piracquo made his 
his daily viſits. There was a gallant young 
ogentleman of the caſtle whoſe: name was 
Hon Antonio de Flores, a perſon who dear- 
ly affected Beatrice- Joanna, and one whom 
thought might be 2 fit inſtrument to 
— her barbarous and bloody. deſign. 
She ſent for De Flores accordingly, wha was 
nom beſotted with her beauty, and acquaint- 
ed, him with her intentions, and by the 
weiful arguments af her more particular 
. kindneſs and reſpect, got him to promiſe, 
that within a few days he would anſwer her 
1 deſires. De Flores inſinuates himſelf into 
Firacquo's company, and waiting for an 
opportunity, he heard Piracquo one day 
commend the ſtrength of the the caſtle, when 
De Flores told him he had not yet ſeen that in 
-- which the ſtrength conſiſted, viz; the Caſe- 
mates, which were ſtored with good ordnance 
to ſcour the ditches: Theſe Piracquo deſired 
to ſee, but De Flores told him it was now 
- noon, and if he pleaſed he would meet him 
after dinner, and wait upon him himſelf. 
After dinner they met accordingly, went to 


Ravelins, Sconces and Bulwarks, and 
2 from 
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tom thence by a 
do the Caſemares : 
viewed, and coming to the laſt, De Flores - 
"deſcent was narrow and 


e race "of the Calthates as Piracqu 
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De Flores ane 


de dromned ut ſea; and three months being 


ts) 


a e nchen 
three of them they had 


Aud off his rapier, telling — that the 
upon which 


Liitcred into 
WAS 
port- hole, De Flores WhO 
behind the 


put off his. Being 


Lk ſtabbed him in the back, ſo ſwiftly 
redoubling 'his blows, that he killed him 
und burried him under the uns of an old 


*wall. 8 fret 

wt ee ao 
. hoy Beatrice Joanna wich it, 'who was 
at it, and the better to blind the 


woHld cauſed it to be reported, thar Piracquo 
ns ſeen'to-goforth the Caſtle-pate, and take 


boat in che city, as was ſuppoſed for alittle | 
ea air. Piracquo being thus miſſed; after 


Jeveral days ſearch in ar fo Was ſuppoſed to 


no paſt, Alſemero was ſolemnly married to 
"Beatice Joanna at Alicant in much ſtate and 


5 ty. 
Aſemero had nos been long married, but 


he grew jealous of his wife, and ſo far ne- 
ſtrained der former liberty, that ſne com- 


plained to the captain her father of his diſ- 
_ © courteous uſage, upon which Alſemero pro- 


—— * 
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lentia. Vermandere willing to know how 
matters ſtood between his daughter and her 
huſband, ſent De Flores to Valentia with let» 
texs to them both, Alſemero being 4 
ſhe told him of her huſbands unkindneſs, 
which he taking the advantage, revived his 
old ſuite : ſhe willingly complies with his de- 
res, and prays him to ſee her oftner. Al- 
ſemero coming home, underſtands by his 
wife that De Flores had been there 245 let- 
ters from her father, and by Diaphanta her 
waiting woman (who was one = his ſpies) 
that there paſſed many amorous kiſſes be- 
tween De Flores and her miſtreſs, and re- 
lates to him whatever ſhe either heard or ſaw. 
Alſemero in a great fury flies to his wife, 
charges her with too much familiarity with 
De Flores, and as his paſſion riſes into a 
reater rage, calls her whore, ſtrumpet, &c, 
Upon which, to palliate her own crimes, ſhe 
was forced to diſcover Piracquo's murder. 
Know, - ſaid ſhe, Alſemero, ſince you will inforce 
ne to ſhew the true cauſe of my chaſte familiarity 
_ with De Flores, that be it was who at her re. 
queſt - diſpatched Piracquo, without which I 
could never have enjoyed you for my buſband; 
and told him all the circumſtances of that 
cruel murder, conjuring him to conceal it, 
and vowing at the ſame time rather to die 
chan defile his bed. Alſemero wondered at 


this 3 and ſtrictly . his wife 
to 


ä 
to admit De Flores no more to her company? 
but ſhe continuing a correſpondence with him, 
Diaphanta informed her maſter of it, and he 
_ pretended a journey into the country, inſtead 
of which, he retired to a cloſet in his cham- 
ber armed with his piſtols and a ponyard. 
De Flores had preſently notice that Alſe- 
mero was gone into the country, and im- 
- mediately came to viſit Beatrice- Joanna; and 
as they were in the middle of their pleaſures 


upon the bed, Alſemero ruſhed in, and diſ- 


charged his piſtols on them, and afterwards 
ſtabbed them with his ponyard. This being 
done, he went and acquainted the criminal 
judges that he killed his wife and De Flores, 
in the very act of adultery; Diaphanta ap- 
pearing as a witneſs, and ſwearing, that ſhe 
had ſeveral times ſeen her miſtreſs and De 
Flores commit adultery; and had acquainted 
her maſter with it; Upon which Alſemero 
was acquitted, and the dead bodies ordered 
JJ Oo. 92 vn 6) 
But now let us ſpeak of Don Thomaſo 
Peiracquo, who had formerly adviſed his bro- 
ther Alonſo Piracquo to give over his ſuit ta 
Beatrice- Joanna: He hearing of theſe oc · 
currences afreſh, ſuppoſes that Alſemero and 
Beatiĩce-Joanna had a hand in the loſs of 
. him, and reſolves to call Alſemero to account 
for him, and accordingly ſent the following 

challenge to him at Ali cant. 
3 Thomoſa 


: it yorutaso Priacguo 10 ALSEMERO; 
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I Feat Beatri n na's — ahd your ab. 
ne Fave bereaved me 77 a brother I ever 
efteemed more dear than my life. As I am 4 
leman 1 think I ought to ſeek JatisfaBjon 
for bis death with the hazard of my own life © 
wherefore, as your ſword bas chaſtiſed Beatrice- 
Joanhna's error, I hope mine is reſerved to cor- 
ret yours. I pray meet me at the foot 5 
. Teron-hill, zo morrow at five in the morni 

and it ſhall be your 'choite either to uſe your 


res on Lee, or Jour rapier on foot. 
| Trionas0 vice. 


Alſemero accepts the be Udlrnge; and they 
met at the hour and place appointed; when 
Alſemero throwing away his rapier, with his 
kat in his hand, told him he was ready t& 
Join ray Pas in the revenge of his brothers 
r: Piracquo not ſuſpecting any trea- 
wur 2 * 


| _ be thrown into the ſea for concealing 


( 
chery, threw away his ſword too, and with 
the ſame civility addreſſed himſelf to, Alſe- 
mero, who ſuddenly drew his piſtols out 
of his: pocket, and ſhot theone his 
head, and the other through his breaſt, up- 
on h Piracquo fell to che ground, and 


"i 
= L "ba marks, the trea- 
ehery Was n 
and the. criminal judges rout of A 7 
urſuit after him; in the midſt of his haſte 
horke fell with him, broke his fore leg, 


and Allernero's r ht amn: r 


— * 
Thus was he e a died 8 
Alcant, where he yas condemned to loſe. 


this head; and 2 n the ſcaffold, and 
No hopes of life, he ** overed Don Alonſo 
Siracquo's murder, by De Flores, in all its 
eircumſtances, proteſting his own. 
duly. in . Of which th 
zudges being adviſed, they cauſed his | 
46 be taken off for "Thomalo, and his 4 
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har, 9 os bodies of De! 
by 
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5 ec hy the lady; but having ſuffered great 
ren Parks, her father recommeded 


HISTORY v. 


Victorina canſeth Sypontus to murder her firſt 
Huſband Souranza, which is ftrangely diſco- 
vered, and Sypontus executed. After 
avards ſbe poiſons her ſecond buſband Faſino, 
Fer which ber maidFelicia being condemned, 
and uponthe point of execution, her innocency is 
cleared by a miraculous diſcovery of the truth, 
and Victorina hanged and byrut. 


the reign "of Leonarda Donata, Duke 
of Venice, there lived a worthy gen- 


eman called ſeignior Jacomo Beraldi, who 


had one daughter named Donna Victorina, 
a young gentlewoman rich, noble, and fair, 


and courted by ſeveral peiſons of the firſt 


rank and quality in Venice. Amongſt other 
Juiters, Seignior Sypontus was moſt eſteem- 


Seignior 


883 


| bo * # + | 
Seignior Souranza to her affections, who as 
he Was of 2 far greater eſtate, ſo was he now 
in his declining age, and Wanted thoſe War- 
mer charms, which, the; youthful-Sypontus 
was bleſt withal, and the ſprightly Victorina 
moſt affected. However, her parents forced 
her affections to ſubmit to their will, and 
within a few days ſhe was married to Souranza; 
but Sypontus to uſe the Venetian phraſe, 
was her Enamorato and ſhe his Courtizana. 
Voictorina now grew. ſo notoriouſly vitious, 
that ſhe. perfectly hated her huſband, and 
. wiſhed him every day in another world 
which ſhe aften hinted to Sypontus, but he 
ſeemed to take no notice of it, till one day 


* 


; him in the Levant ſeas, which amounted ta 

at leaſt. ſeventy thouſand checchines, and 

oj 82 Souranza to be very rich, he reſolv- 
1 IL 5. 0 

murdering him, and marrying his 


8 This was concluded on, and: three days af. 


ter Souranza going to his houſe of pleature 
| near. Padau,, ypon the bank of the. river 
Brenta, Sypontus hired two watermen to al- - 
ſaſinate him, who being ſworn to fecrecy, as 
_ Seuranza returned after three days ſtay in 
the cloſe of the evening, Sypontus in dify 
| maar entered his boat, and with his pony- 
jan 


„ 


nuoſe 


— 
— 


I to make himſelf maſter of his eſtate, by 


hearing of two great loſſes which had befallen 


| 


_the preſent 
or 4 time refrajn « 
may ibe ſooper meet and 


$ontent, and Jeſs danger. 
i 4 g * , 
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hew 


"From thenee four days before ; and that afte, 
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* 


66649 


nothi of him. Victorina appeared all i 
. grieved above e for ba, 


any miſchance had wo N What ſue 
di in appearance, riends did in realit 
when KL was brought that a dead 4 
was taken up by ſome fiſhermen, and landed, 
at by”; Mark's ſtairs. Seignior Souranza the 
the nephew went preſently to the place, and 
obſerying the body more curiouſly, at laſt 
eſpied a 3 ſpot in the neck, and a wart un- 
der the left eye: lid, by which marks he was 
too well aſſured it was the body of his uncle 
Seignior Baptiſta Souranza. The body was, 
decently interred, and Victorina remained 
the moſt diſcon folate widow in the world. 
Souranza the nephew, who had n 
made ſome obſervations on the carr 
behaviour of Victorina, vehemently ee 
her of this murder; and for the more call 
very, enquires of Felicia, Victorina's waiting 
gentlewoman, what perſons moſt frequently | 
vilited her lady, when ſhe named Sypontus, 
that he ſent her many letters, and that there 
was much love and familiarity ens them. 
Souranza conjured her to intercept ſome of 
their letters, Which ſhe promiſed 8 do; and 
in a ſhort time after, Trang ſent to ferch her 
__ a pair of Romiſh gloves, ſhe opened an 
ivory box, where ſhe Sund the letter which 
Sypontus Ent to her, Souranza having read 
che 


— | 
the letter, aceuſed Sypontus and Vitor 
of this murder before the Judges. They were 

examined, but denied the fact, and diſowned 
the letter, upon which they were ſeperately 
committed to priſon. Sypontus ſuſpecting 
the diſcovery of the letter was by the trea- 
chery of Victorina, privately ſent che follow 
ing letter. ail fr aa: Ao 
; 8 it poſſible that your affection to me bath all 
-* this while been feigned, and you, whom T 
truſted with all my ſecrets, art now become the 
only woman in the world to betray me? I have 
hazarded my life for your ſake ;, and maſt I now 
BY jo wretched as to lodje it through your trea- 
chery ? when I managed affairs with ſuch tare 
and ſecrecy,” that no witneſs whatſoever could 
be produced againſt me, muſt my own letter, 
bich was ſafely delivered to you, be brought 
orth to deliver me of my crime, and be the 
_ Eauſe of that. ſhameful death, whith otbertviſe I 
bad avoided? is ibis the reward of my love 
is this the recompence of my ſincerity ? O Vic-. 
farinia, ViBerina ! If bad bad 4 thouſand 
Ives, I could bave been content to bave lain 
them all down to bade ſaved thine, and cant 
| thou throw mine away with ſo little concern 9 
but thet my love may ſpins the mate through 
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oo Is 
| your malice, know for or comfort, that I will 


never betray you, but die your faithful ſervant, 
bs We S Pontus 


Victorina having. read this letter, is thrown 
into ſuch diſtraction of mind, that ſhe is full 
of tears and exclamations ; ſhe knows it is 
impoſſible for any body but her maid Felicia 
to have diſcovered Sypontus's letter : but 
what is ſtill the greateſt of her torments, is, 
that Sypontus ſuſpects her guilty of deceit ; 
to clear herſelf from which ſhe writes to him 


a 


as follows: 2 


: 


Should be the moſt ungrateful woman inthe 
" world, ſhould ] prove treacherous to pon 
tus, who bath been always ſo faithful to ne: 
but believe me, my dear Sypentus, Jam as in- 
nocent, as Felicia my maid is guilty of producing 
thy letter, which I fear will prove thy death; 
but I rejuice that it ſhall prove mine alſo. For, 
to clear myſelf of ingratitude and treachery, as 1 
have partaked of the joys of life with you, ſo 
will I of the _pdins of death : and although thy 
letter accuſeth me not of the. murder of my b 
and, yet will 7 my/elf not only-as atceſ- 
ſary but author of that murter, that * be 

; aa. | 1 re 
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fare not i ſurvive thee. T Bis reſolution I fign 
Wil tears, and will ſhartly ſeal with the 
bleed of | e Sith co 


V1ICTORINA., 


- The next day he was brought to the rack, 
where he endured the torments with admira- 
ble conſtancy; but the next day the torments. 
being redoubled upon him, he confeſſed the 
letter his, and himſelf guilty of the murder, 
and totally cleared Victorina. Upon this 
he was condemned to loſe his head between 
the two columns at St. Mark's Place; and 
being brought upon the ſcaffold, confeſſed 
the murder to all the ſpectators, but took it 
upon his death that Victorina was abſolutely 
innocent, and no ways privy to it. Victorina 
was afterwards ſent for into court, and threat- 
ened with the rack; but ſhe boldly denied 
all, and was in open court acquitted and: 
_ diſcharged. | | 

Six months was ſcarcely pa ſince theſe 

tagtcal revolutions happened, but Victorina 


throwing off her mourning, adorned her ſelf 
with her richeſt jewels, and reſolves to Rave 
a ſecond. huſband ; and amongſt the crowd, 
of ſuiters which her great wealth and beauty 
brought her, ſhe fixed on Seignior Ludovico 
Faſſino, a. dſome young gentleman, rich 

Y | | and: 
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and nobly born, but extremely vitious and 
debauched. A month was hardly paſt ſince 
the nuptials, before he left her, to follow his 
old courſe of whoring, fo that now ſhe is be- 
come a married widow : and underſtanding 
that the lady Calemare was the loadſtone 
that attracted him from her, the firſt endea- 
voured by all the endearments of love and 
reſpect to recover his ſtraggling heart; but 
this not affecting him at all, ſhe ſtorms, and 
in moſt ſharp and ſevere terms reproaches 
him for his unkindneſs and diſreſpect to her, 
who muſt now be lighted for the company of 
an impudent and common courtizana. Seig- 
nior Faſſino took no heed to her words, but 
purſued the ſame lewd courſes, upon which 
Victorina vows a revenge, and that his lift 
ſhall pay dearly for abuſing her, and fo con- 
cludes ſecretly to poiſon him, and to that 
purpoſe ſent for Auguſtino an apothecary, to 
whom ſhe offered three thouſand checehines 
to perform it; but he very honeſtly refuſed 
it, and perſuaded her to better thoughts; 
bur ſhe perſiſting in her deſign, reſolved to 
do it herſelf, and to that purpoſe procured 
poiſon from a ſtrange emperic, and only 

waited an opportunity to adminifter it. 
Not long after Faſſino complained he was 
very ſick, which was occaſioned by his dif- 
I's ſolute 
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ſolute life, and de ſired his wife to make him 


fome comfortable broth; which ſhe, glad of, 
commands her maid Felicia to make it, an 


going up to her cloſet, fetched the poiſon, 
and (having ſent Felicia from the fire) put 
two parts of it into. the broth, and kept the 
third part by her. Victorina (who no leſs 
intended a revenge on Felicia too, for dif- 


covering Sypontus's letter) orders her-to car- 


ry the broth up to Faſſino, which he ſupt off, 
while ſhe went and laid the other part of the 
poiſon in Felicia's trunk, and came down 


undiſcovered. About an hour after, the poi- 


ſon began to operate with Faſſino, who call- 
ed for his wife, and told her that he feared 
Felicia had poiſoned him in the broth ſhe 
ve him, and deſired her to ſend for his 
Friends and relations, who found him ready 
t6 expire, and crying out he was poiſoned. 
ViSorina accuſes her maid Felicia, which 
dying Faſſino confirmed, that ſhe had that 
morning poiſoned him in, his broth, upon. 
which ſhe was apprehended, and carried be- 
fore the criminal judges, and ſhe appearing 
in all probability guilty, ſhe was command- 
ed to priſon. een 
Three days after being brought upon trial, 
ſhe confeſſed ſhe gave him the broth, but 
knew nothing of the poiſon in it; when be. 
ing aſked if any body elſe medled with it, 
: ſhe 


, | 

r 
ſhe anſwered, No not to ber knowledge, but 
e was afraid it was a contrivance of her lady's 
to be revenged upon ber for an old grudge.” Up- 
this they went to Faſſino's houſe, and ſecured 
Victorina, and ſearched all the boxes, trunks, 
and caſkets, but found nothing; when in 
ſearching Felicia's chamber, they found the 
remaining part of the poiſon, upon which 
ſhe was condemned to be hanged the next 
morning in St. "Mark's place, and Victorina 
diſcharged. Being brought to the place, ſhe 
aſcended the ladder, proteſting her innocen- 
cy, and declaring to the world the knew na- 
thing of the matter, when at that inſtant, 
Auguſtino the apothecary landed at St. 
Mark's ſtairs, and ſeeing a young gentle- 
woman ready to be executed, aſked who the 
was, and her crime, and upon being told the 
circumſtances, recollected that Victorina had 
formerly tempted him, to the ſame murder, 
and upon that, thought the maid innocent, 
and the miſtreſs guilty : therefore haſting 
to the officer, he requeſted him to ſtay 
execution, for he had ſomething material to 
diſcover in relation to Faſſino's murder. Au- 
gultino then ina diſcreet manner informed 
the judges cf rhe mafiner, time, and place 
of Victorina's ſeducing him to poiſon Faſſino. 

Felicia was preſently remanded to priſon, 
and Victorina apprehended, and confronted 
, with 
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with Auguſtino, who made good his former 


allegation. At firſt ſhe denied every thing; 
but being adjudged to the rack, ſhe acquitted 


Felicia, and acknowledged herſelf guilty 
both of her firſt and ſecond huſband's mur- 


der. Upon this confeſſion Felicia was freed, 


and Victorin a condemned the next morning 
to be hanged, and burnt at St. Mark's place, 


which was performed according. 


HISTORY 


HISTORY VL 
D Sarzz and La Hav. | 


De Salez kills Vaumartin in a duel, murders 
his own father, that he may marry Le Hay 

a ſtrumpet, who afterwards cuts his throat. 

. She hires Michael to poiſon La Frange, for 
which crime La Hay, hath ber right hand 
cut off, and is burnt. Michael is broken on 
a wheel, and De Salez's body hanged and 


burnt. 


T Tholouſe, in France, lived a coun- 
ſellor whoſe name was Monſieur de Ar- 
ntier, a widower, who had one only ſon 
called De Salez,. of two and twenty years 
old, whoſe martial temper, (which wholly 
u.clined him to the wars) being unpleaſing 

. 10 
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to his father's quiet diſpoſition, he endea- 
voured to divert him, by offering to his 
choice ſeveral noble, rich, and virtuous la- 
dies, out af whom he deſired him to chooſe 
a wife, and more particularly recommended 
to him La Frange, the only daughter of 
- Monſieur de Clugny, very young, and of 
moſt compleat perfections of . though 
of miſhapen bopy. The Fathers had al- 
ready agreed upon the match, and appointed 
a folemn meeting for their children, which 
produced different effects: La Frange highly 
approved, and paſſionately loved Dg Salez, 
whilſt he on the contrary could entertain no 
thoughts but what ſhowed his flight and diſ- 
eſteem of her. CET 
At the ſame time there was a nobleman 
called the Baron of Mn rag who to 
s repair the debaucheries of his youth, 
courted LaF range in marriage, but more out 
of reſpect to her fortune, than affection to 
her perfon ; and being put off with only ver- 
bal compliments by De Clugny the father, 
and Le Frange the daughter, was at laſt ac- 
.  quainted that his ſuit would be but vain and 
fruitleſs, for De Salez was that happy per- 
fon that ſhe loved and admired. De Salez, 
was in this interim grown acquainted with 
_ © Monhicur de Soulange, a gentleman of ſmall 
eſtate, but bleſt with three daughters _—_ 
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for their beauties through the whole city; of 
which the Phznix was La Hay, the youngeſt.” 
De Salez, who had contracted a friendſhip 
with Monſieur de Soulange, that he might 
have the better colour to viſit” his daughters 

as other young ſparks of the town did, grew 
" paſſionately in love with La Hay, who, as ſhe ' 
was exceeding beautiful, ſo did ſhe in her 
mein and behaviour appear with all the 
races of modeſty and goodneſs : but though 
n public ſhe ſeemed an unſpotted virgin, yer 
was ſhe in private a profeſſed — nor 
was ſhe fo ſecret in her laſcivious delights. 
however ſhe obliged her gallants to conceal 
her favours, but the was fafpedted of diſho= 
neſty by all chaſte and virtuous perſons. 
Amongſt others of her enamorato's, De Salez 
was one, who doting on her. delicate com- 
plexion, and counterfejt modeſty, ſpent all 
his hours in viſics to La Hay, and with his 
beſt art and policy laid ſiege to her chaſtity : 
bur ſuch was her ſubtility, that knowing he 
loved her, and was the only fon of a rich 
counſellor, ſhe reſolved to decoy him in for 
her huſband, and would not by all his coſtly 
treats and conſtant ſolicitations be won to his 
embraces and conſent to his luſtful deſires. 
This folly of De Salez, and ſubtility of 
La Hay, was not managed with that privacy, 
but Argengier his father took notice of it, 
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and conſidering De Soulange's mean extrac- 
tion and poverty, and his own nobility and 
wealth, was high incenſcd with De Salez for 
his courtſhip to La Hay, told him ſhe was a 
ſtrumpet, and {wore if he did not leave her, 

and marry La Frange, he would diſinherit 
bim, and never repute him for his ſon. But 
De Salcz is reſolute in his folly, and con- 
remning his father's advice, privately con- 
tracts himſelf. ro La Hay, and promiſes as 
ſoon as providence ſhall be fo kind to him to 
call his father into another world, he would 
conſumate the eſpouſals. In the mean time 
the Baron of Vaumartin ſeeing all his ad- 
dreſſes to La Frange was unſucceſsful, and 
his debts and creditors growing clamorous 
upon him, reſolves with himſelf that ſo lo 
as De Salez lives, to whom Le Frange bal 
entirely devoted herſelf, he muſt never ex- 
pect to be happy in her arms; and therefore, 
to remove this obſtacle, concludes to ſend 
him a challenge, fince it would appear more 
noble and generous to kill him in the field, 
tdgmhan privately murder him by poiſon or pon- 
yard- The next day by his page he ſent him 
this letter. RS A Fin ah eta 
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- VAUMARTIN, 


VaumarTin, to DE SalLEZ. 


1 F von feek the cauſe of my malice, you may 
find it in the lady La Frange's affefion to 


Jou, aud hatred to myſelf ; wherefore think it 


not ſtrange that I command my peu to invite you 


and your fword to meet me at ſive in the morning 
tomorrow, on borſebact, without ſeconds, behind 
the Jacobins garden. Could that ſteet lady 
have affected me more, or you jeſs, we might. 
bave proved as true friend, as nowv our reputa- 
tions conjure us to live or die honourable enemies. 


De Salez having received and read this 
challange, wondered at it, conſidering he 
neither regarded La Frange, nor valued her 
affection : But leſt Vaumartin ſhould think 
by his declining the combat, it was for want 
of courage to meet him, he called the page, 
and bid him tell his maſter he would nor 
fail to breakfaſt with him at the time and 
place appointed. | 

The morning being come, our or champiotis 
met bravely mounted, with each his ſurgeon 
at the place aſſigned, where they no 
ſooner ſaw rock other, but oy er 
| * 
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they cloſed furioully, and at the third en- 
counter De Salez ran Vaumartin through the 
body, when dropping his ſword, his body 
fell from his horſe dead to the ground. De 
Salez galloped to the next village to dreſs his 
wounds, and then provided for his ſafety by 
flight. All perſons rejoiced at the good ſuc- 
cels of De Salez, whoſe father and friends 

with much difficulty at laſt obtained his par- 
don. But no ſooner was De Salez returned, 
but he renewed his viſits to La Hay, to the 
great grief of his father, and diſſatisfaction 
of all his relations. Sometime after Argen- 
tier being obliged upon ſome conſiderable 
buſineſs to go to Paris, both adviſed and 
charged De Salez during his abſence to for- 
bear his viſits to La Hay, and for fear he 
ſhould forget his commands, as he was on 
the way to Paris he wrote this letter, and ſent 


ARGENTIER, to DE SALzz. 


9 8 7 T is out of a religious and fatherly tenderneſs, 
=: that I now ſend thee theſe lines: for thy 
youth cannot ſee what my age knows, how many 
wiſeries| attend vice, and how many . bleſſings 
wait on virtue. if La Fronge be not fair, yet 
e not contemptible : If therefore thou wilt 
leave a ſaint to marry a ſtrumpet, then a” La 
. 5 Hay, 
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Hay, and forſake La Frange; but if thou will 
 forſake a ſtrumpet to marry a ſaint, then take 
La Frange, and leave La Hay: In the firſt 
thou ſhalt find content and honour, but in the 
cond ſhame aud repentance. -' This letter ſhall 
be a witneſs betwixt God, myſelf, and thee, that 
if thou perform not my commands I will deny 
thee my bleſſing, and deprive thee of my lands. . 


AEN TIER. 


De Salez was infinitely troubled at this 
letter, to ſee his miſtreſs diſgraced and himſelf 
_ obliged to fo difficult a taſk, that he was not 
able to hide his diſcontent from the obſer- 
vance of La Hay ; who deſirous to know the 
reaſon of it, as he was one day aſleep. on the 
couch, ſhe dived into his pockets, where ſhe 
found his father's letter, and having peruſed 
the Contents with choler, awaked De Salez, 
and with the letter in her hand called heaven 
and earth to witneſs her innocence, and the 
wrong his father had done her, and that 
whatever he might out of malice or prejudice 
ſay or think, ſhe-hoped the world entertained 
a more honourable opinion of her, whoſe 
virtue was as chaſte, and reputation as un- 
ſported, as the envious and deformed La 
Frange. De ZSalez at laſt with the moſt 
powerful expreſſions of the ſincerity of his 
affections to her, appeas d her, raging paſ- 


ſion, 


6799 
fion, and ſolemnly ſwore that he would ne. 
ver be prevailed upon to forſake his admired 
La Hay for the hated La Frange. But ſhe 
being doubtful of the worſt, and fearing that 
atſome time the commands of the father might 
take place upon the duty and obedience of 
the fan, like an impious wretch reſolves to 
ſend her into another world, and for that 
alan hires Bernardo Michael, an Italian 

mperic, for four hundred crowns to poiſon 
her, which he promiſed to perform. hz 
Michael being now to conſider what me- 
thods he was to take, concludes to infinuate 
- himſelf into de Clugny's acquaintanc under 
the notion of a ſurgeon, who by his great 
{kill was able to retorm the crooked body 
of the young lady his daughter, and accord- 
ingly furniſhed himſelf with ſeveral plauſi- 
ble reaſons to induce him to believe it. This 
ſucceeded, and de Clugny having had con- 
ſultation with divers other phyſicians and 
durgeons, reſolves to employ him, and 
gave him one hundred double piſtols in hand 
to attempt it, with the promiſe of as much 
more when he had performed it. Michael 
being thus employed, betakes himſelf to his 
buſineſs, applies plaiſters and ſearcloths out- 
wardly, and inwardly pills and potions, into 
which he infuſed the poiſon, which he aſſured- 
y knew would in ten days fend her into ana- 


ther 
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ther world; whereupon he ſecretly went to 
La Hay, and bid her provide the reſt of the 
money, which ſhe willingly gave him, and 
again ſwearing him to ſecrecy they parted; 
and juſt on the tenth day La Frange (to 
the unſpeakable grief of her parents) died, 
not without ſuſpicion of poiſon, upon which 
Michael was apprehended, when La Hay, to 
revent his diſcovery, privately ſent him 
bim one hundred crowns more, and promiſed 
him a rich diamond ring, which fo wrought 
upon him, that when he was upon the rack 
to extort a confeſſion from him, he out- 
braved his tormentst denied the fad, and ſo 
was acquitted... Te "—p 
La Frange being thus dead, de Salezreſolves 
to go to Paris toobtain his fathers leave to marry 
La Hay; but the old gentleman to prevent 
the ſame had bought a captains commiſſion 
for him, and contracted with Monſieur De 
Brianſon to marry De Salez to his daughter; 
whereupon he ſent his ſon to make haſt to 
him at Paris, and upon his arrival diſcourſed 
. his intentions to him. De Salez obſtinately 
refuſed both his commiſſion and his new 
miſtreſs, and would neither accept the one 
nor receive the other;  whereat his father 
in a rage ſwore he would difinherit him it he 
would not comply with his commands in three 
| days 
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days De Salez mad on the other ſide, r-. 


—— rather to diſpatch his father, than 
leave La Hay, when two nights after he 


found an opportunity to perpetrate his vil- 
laindus deſign. Supper being ended, his 


father — he was not well, and or- 


diered his clerk next morning early to carry 


his water to Dr. Salop, an eminent phyſician, 
who lived at the other part of the city. No 
ſooner in the morning was the clerk gone, 
but De Sales ſtole privately into his father's 
chamber, and finding him in a ſound; ſleep, 
Rifed: him betwixt two pillows, went out 
undifcovered,, and ſpeedily haſted to St. 
Honories gate, and ſo to St. Clow. The 
clexk-returning from the phyſician, entered 
his maſter's — found him dead, and 


almoſt cold in his bed; at which ſight crying 


out, the maſter of the houſe came up, Who 
vowed he ſaw no perſon enter his chamber, 


and that his ſon departed as ſoon as himſelf. 


The body was ſearch'd, but no wounds ap- 
pearing, it was concluded he died a —.— 
death, upon which the corps was nobly in- 


terr'd by De Salez with all the r ex- 


preſſions of grief and ſorro . 
De Salez 3 with all pomp and decen- 


cy performed the obſequies of his father, 


within eight days returned to Tholodſe, 
where the old gentleman was much lamented 
b/ | 
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by all but che wicked La Hay, who rej giced 
at it, and De Salez himſelf was ſo ſenſeleſs 
and forgetful of his father's memory and his 
own reputation, that in fix weeks he threw 
aſide his mourning, and in the moſt , gaudy 
apparel ſolemnly married La Hay, at which 

the whole city wondered. , 
Three months were hardly paſt after their 
marriage, before De Salez diſcovered the la- 
civious intrigues of his wife, whoſe. adulte- 
ries had now made him a Knight of the forked 
order; to prevent which, or at leaſt conceal 
it, he perſuades her to reform her life, com- 
plains to her father, but neither prevailed, 
for ſhe was now grown ſo impudent, ſhe 
played the whore before his face with open 
doors: whereupon he reſolves to divorce 
himſelf from her, and took advice upon it; 
which coming to her knowledge, ſne vowed 
not to looſe her ſhare in his eſtate, which 
was very great, but to prevent him, and ſa- 
tisfy her own malice by a preſent and bloody 
revenge. To this end, watching an oppor- 
tunity when moſt of the ſervants were abroad 
at the vintage, ſhe ſtole into her huſband's 
chamber, and finding him ſoundly ſleeping, 
ſhe drew out à razor from her ſleeve, ſtept 
to him, and cut his throat; when throwing 
the razor and her taffata-gown, which 
was all bloody, into the houſe of office, ſne 
L ſecretly 
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"Tecretly gotoutto church. DeSalez, whoſethroat 
as not cut ſo fully through, but he could 
*cry and groan, was over-heard by two of his 
ſervants, who haſtily coming up, heard him 
utter theſe fearful ſpeeches ! ** Thar ſtrum- 
te pet my wife hath killed me! O that ſhe- 
&« devil my wife hath murdered 'me !”” The 
ſervants cried out at the window, and called 
in the neighbours, who ſent for his confeſſor, 
and the heutenant criminal, to both which 
he faid the ſame words, confeſt the ſtifling 
of his father, and inſtantly died. Search 
was preſently made for La Hay, who was 
Found in the Dominican Fryars Church at 
Jermon, from whence ſhe was dragged to 
"priſon, and charged with her huſband's mur- 
der, which ſhe confeſſed upon the rack; 
upon whick ſhe-was condemned to be hang- 
ed and then burnt. Being remanded to pri- 
Ton, ſome divines who were ſent to her fo 
-wrought upon her conſcience, that ſhe con- 
feſſed further how ſhe hired Michael for 
three hundred crowns to poiſon La Frange, 
-of which the judges having notice, altered 
her ſentence, and judged her to have her 
right hand cut off, and then be burnt alive. 
De Salez's dead body was ordered to be 
hanged at the common gallows by the heels, 
and then burnt. un 
20 Michael 
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Michaal as ſoon as he heard of La Hay's 
impriſonment, fled diſguiſed in a friars habit; 4 
but being diſcovered, was brought back ta 
Tholouſe, where for poiſoning La Frange he 
was addjdged to be broken on the wheel, 
and there to remain till he was dead, and 
his body to be thrown into the river Garrow, 
which the ſame day was executed according- 

ly: As he lived an atheiſt, ſo he died im- 
penitently; ſaying only this, Becauſe the 
ec world had had ſo much to ſay to him, he 
c he would have nothing to ſay to the world,” 
and bad the executioner diſpatch him quickly. 
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HISTORY VI. 


Dr Sauzz and La Hart 


Alibius murders his wife Merilla; is diſco- 
vered by Emelia bis own danghtere and 
executed for the ſame. 


ba a country village called Sprear, fifteen 
miles from 2 city of Breſcia, in the 
Venetian territories, lived a farmer, named 
Alibius, who about the age of twenty five 
married a country girl called Merilla. For 
a while they lived comfortably together; but 
at length Abilius abondoning himſelf to the 
moſt looſe and diſorderly company, gave 
over all thoughts of honeſty and induſtry, 
and day after day impaired his fortune, til 
be was s almoſt ruined, Having by his wife 
one 


6860 

one only daughter, and poverty approaching 
nearer and nearer, he reſolves to leave his 
wife and child to ſhift as well as they can; 
accordingly he goes to ſeek a fervice in the 
city of Breſcia, and being a man of a good 
pearance he ſoon obtains one; and now 
he fees in this city many beauties, and ſome, - 
as he thought, who looked with no diſdain- 
ful eye upon himſelf, that he begins to hate 
tis wife, and believes if he could get once 
rid of her, he might ſoon gain another with 
more wealth, as well as more beauty: and 
here the devil firſt began to work with him. 
Having continued for ſome time atBreſcia, 
it fell our that the man who bore the ſilver 
ſtaff RE the podeſta, or chief magiſtrate 
2 * hen city and the maſter of Alibius, 

e bad behaved very well, being a 
n of gre authority, preferred Alibius 
7 yo. 4 and ſoon after a citizen of 

refcia, s own name, having a good 
opinion of im, at his death left him fole 
executor of his will, Fhis deceaſed - names 
fake like wiſe ſeft beflind him a young widow,” 
named Phtlatea, whom Alibius thought it 
| Frouled be ro dfficntty ro make itſelf raſter | 

if that hated obſtacle of à wife could 
E out of the way; for which pur- 
he rides over to Sprear, and under 
Pretence of excuſing his former W | 
7: being 
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being willing to renew his affection ta Me- 
rilla, he attempted to take her off by poiſon, 
Which he gave to her in milk, and roaſted 
apples, but ſeeiag it did not work the deſired 
effect, he took occaſion to qnarrel with her, 
in the preſence of their daughter Emelia, 
reviled, and beat her in a moſt barbarous 
— 09 hen teturned to Breſcia, = | 
ing the poiſon might operate, and that. 
he ſhould 2 news of her 
At this time Alibius lays e Sou 
Philatea's chaſtity, who, not ſo honeſt as 
fair, is ſoon drawn to ſin, and proſtitutes 
berſelt to his pleaſure; but proving with 
child, to hide her ſname, ſhe thinks it beſt 
to marry one of her own ſervants; and ac- 
quaints Alibius of it, but he meaning to 
Keep the farm to himſelf, which he had al- 
+ , ready got in his poſſeſſion, bid her take no 
care for a huſband, for that he would provide 
aplace for her to lay in with the utmoſt ſe- 
crecy ſhe could wi. | . 
I the wicked Alibius was reſolved to mur- 
der his wife, the preſent condition of Phila- 
tea ſet ſpurs to that reſolution, and makes 
him haſte again to put his horrid deſign i 
execution; he therefore provides bimſelf 
with a ſtronger poiſon, and in a dark night 


he had not got above a mile out of the eity 
when, at the common place of execution his 
horſe fell under him right againſt it, and 
very much hurt him. What a warning was 
this, if he had but rightly took notice of it ! 
but nothing could ſtop his career, till he ar- 
rived at his houſe at Sprear, where he found 
his daughter Emelia with her mother, who by 
this time was likewiſe married to a 
countryman of Sprear, and her preſence for 
this time put a ſtop to his poiſoning deſign 
on her mother, for he - feared that ſhe had 
formerly ſuſpected. his deſign, as indeed ſhe 
had; whereſore he forbore to atminiſter it, 
but he again quarrelled with his wife, and 
after having reviled her with many bitter 
ſpeeches, beat and bruiſed her in a moſt in- 
human mannet, - in the preſence of their 
daughter Emelia, and then returned to 
Breſcia. It was not long before Philatea 
again importuned him to provide for the 
concealment of her ſhame, telling him, her 
time now grew near: Alibius at this ſecond 
ſummons reſolves, at any rate, to ſend his _ 
wife into the other world; therefore he took* 
horle again, and having his former poiſon in 
| his pocket, rode away to Sprear ; but to act 
his villainy with great ſecrecy, before he came 
to the houſe he maſked, and otherwiſe dif- 
guiſed himſelf, then tying his horſe to a tree 
in 
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in a meadow, knocked at the door. Poor 
Merilla, his wife, was in bed with Pomerea, 
her grand-child, being the daughter of 
Emelia, whom ſhe ſent down without a can- 
dle to open the door, affuring herſelf, as in- 
deed it proved too true, that it was her huſ- 
band Alibius. Pomerea opened the door, 
and let in one, but ſhe knew not who, and 
then out of fear retired to the kitchen, and 
mut herſelf in, while Alibius goes to his 
wife's chamber, and after ſome words gives 
her a potion, which he forced her to take 
down: the poor wretch cried out feebly for 
help, but all in vain; ſor he being reſolved 
to make ſure work, took a brand out of the 
chimney, and therewith knocked her on the 
head, without giving her time to recommend 
her ſoul to Gd. A 
Pomerea being recovered of her fright, 
and not hearing any noiſe, lights a candle 
and went up to the chamber, where ſhe ſees 
the lamentable ſpectacle of her murdered 
grandmother, yet warm and reeking in her 
gote; ſhe wrings her hands, and knows not 
what to do in this ſad perplexity ; while Ali- 
bius is gone galloping away to Breſcia, where, 
the better to delude the world, he is agam 
by ſix o'clok in the morning, waiting upon 
the podeſta, and conducting him to the ca- 
thedral church of the cit. 1 
| | a 
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In the mean time Pomerea ran to the 
- neighbours, --and gave an account of the 
murder of her grandmother, many of which 
flock'd thither to ſee the woeful and bloody 
ſpectacle. The corrigadors of Sprear, be- 
ing acquainted therewith, orders the fur- 
geons to viſit the body, who report that ſhe 
Is both poiſoned and beaten to death: then 
they examined Pomerea, who related all ſhe 
knew, and afterwards ſent all round in ſearch 
of the murderer.” By this time the news 
reached Breſcia, when Alibius, like a falle - 
' hypocrite, is all in tears, and pretends ſuch 
concern for his dead wife, that he ſends al- 
ſo to many places in queſt of the murderer ; 
but at the ſame time is under apprehenſions 
that his daughter Emelia, comparing what 
was acted now, with what was attempted 
before, may draw ſuch concluſions as may 
turn to his deſtruction, uſed her with more 
kindneſs than ever, imagining, that if he 
could ſtop her mouth, he need fear no 
| other. | f * . 1 * Fe 
Now by little and little, time, the con- 
ſumer of all things, begins to wear away the 
crying rumour of this murder; and fo Ali- 
bius, thinking himſelf forever ſecure, takes 
' Philatea for his ſecond wife, which when 
known in Breſcia,” ſome ſuſpect that Albi u 
bad a hand in his firſt wife's murder; but 
| % . dre, 
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becauſe he is well beloved by the Podeſta 
they hold their peace. 1 

Now when Alibius thought the ſtorm 

_ paſſed, and that he had nothing to interrupt 

the pleaſures of his new married -ſtate, with 

his fair Philatea, then, when all other means 
and inſtruments ſeem WN to bring his 
obſcure and bloody crime to light, we ſhall 

Tee, by the providence of God, that Alibius 

5 Bimfelf mall be the inſtrument of diſcover- 

ing himſelf. * 24% 
For having now the command of money, 


bis vanity induced him to ſend for one Ber- 


nardo, a former debauched companion of 
his, on pretence of buſineſs, that they might 
carouſe and play ſome old pranks together. 
But this Bernardo being likewiſe an intimate 
companion with the huſband of Emelia, 
whom he had heard mention ſome of their 
their ſuſpicions of Alibius, and wine being 
but an ill keeper of ſecrets, one night, being 
in liquor, he told ſome of the company, that 
although he was a poor countryman, yet he 
had been formerly very intimate with Ali- 
bius, as high as he now carried himſelf, and 
that he could not ſtrut about ſo, if he had 
not murdered his poor wife in the country, 
to get a rich one in the city. 
Theſe words, being more than once re- 
peated, ſome of the drunken 2 
| £00 
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impriſon him; he is now at the door with 
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took notice of them; and one eſpecially, 
well acquainted with Alibius, privately told 
him of them; on which account he ſent for 


Bernardo, and ſo wrought with him, that 


he left Breſcia. And now again, believing 
all ſuſpicion was huſhed, he began not only 
to flacken his kindneſs to his daughter 
Emelia, but was ſo barbarous, as to with- 
hold the fmall matter, which he had for 
ſome time allowed her, towards her ſupport, 
which unnatural proceeding of his threw the 
poor woman into fuch a perplexity, as 

nowing him to have been her mother's 


_ murderer, that ſhe apprehended he might 


uſe her in the ſame manner. Therefore de- 
bating with herfelf, whether it would nor be 
as great difobedience in her to accuſe her fa- 
ther, as it was cruelty in him to murder her 
mother; but conſidering her own ſafety, and 
her mother's blood crying aloud for ven- 
geance, ſhe goes to the next corrigador, 


and reveals to him, that her father Alibius, 


was the murderer of her mother Merilla. 


The corrigador detained ' Emelia in his 


houſe, and fent an account of this diſcovery 
to the ſenators, and to the podeſta of Breſcia; 
upon which, conſidering the probability of 
the affair, and the circumſtances appearing 
ſo ſtrong againſt Alibius, they conclude to 


his 


tis Emelia, falling on her knees, with eyes 


ber. 
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bis filver Raffi in his Fra as in waiting to 


conduct the podeſta ro the domo ; when an. 


officer or ſerjeant called in him to ſpeak to 
the podeſta at his firſt en · trance, they 
order his ſilver ſtaff to be taken from 
him, and then examine him; he 

teſts his innocence; but that is of no a, 5 
ſo he is committed to priſon, where he hath 
leiſure. to reflect vn the vile practices he has 


been guilty of. 


The next day Emelia is examined by the 
podeſta, the perfect, and ſenators, who ex- 
hort her to conſider, that ſhe ſpeaks before 
God, and that although Alibius be her 


earthly father, God's her heavenly Father, 


for —.— ſhe is to ſhew more reſpect: at 


full of tears, has not power for ſome time to 


utter a word: but the perfect with mild ex- 
„ which 


hortations eacourageth her to ſpeak 
ſhe did at laſt, and tells them, That her 


father uſed often to beat her mother ſo, that 


he has left her like one dead; that at other 
times he had given her poiſon and that it 
was he, and no other, who had murdered 


The podeſt, who a as much favoured Alibius 
as he deteſted his crime, bad her look to her 
conſcience, and conſider, that though Me- 


; was her — yet Alibius Was her 


fat her 


— 
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afther : whereupon ſhe, bitterly w 
ſaid again, That what ſhe had _ 
ſpoken was true, as: ſhe hoped to enjoy any 
part of heaven.” ro) of 

Soon after Alibius is called 
trial, and the witneſſes are produced 5 
him; firſt his own daughter Emelia, who 
with tears in her eyes ſtands firm to her de- 
poſitions; to which her father anſwers, 'thag: 

ſhe 1s either mad, or does this to come ſat 
the ſmall eſtate be has, after his death, and 
concludes, that he never had any poiſon i in 
his poſſeſſion in his life. f | 

His judges told him he aggravated his 
crime by his obſtinate denial of it. And then 
two apothecaries boys were called, who ſe- 
verally affirmed, that they both had fold 
him ratſbane at different rimes. 

Alibius ſeems not yet diſmayed, but 
thinking to ſer the boys - evidence aſide, 
affirms, that ir was only to poiſon rats : this 
ſeems a mere evaſion ; ſo he is condemned, 
and ordered to be executed two days af- 
ter. 

Seeing now all hopes of eſcaping quite 
gone, and having ſome worthy divines ſeng 
to him, he makes a full confeſſion of his 
guilt, thanks them for their good advice 
they had given him, and begs them to pray 
to God to * him. 


As 


upon bis p 


58 ©; > ERR 
u be aſcended the ladder, the comlineſs 
af pv drew tears from che e yes of moſt 


ofthe ſpectators. He lamented the vanity 
his youth, and the diſſoluteneſs of his age, 
them, That his neglecting his duty 
to 7 had brought him to that infamy; 
and fo having ſolemnly freed his ſecond wife 
Philatea, from having any know of the 
murder of his wife Merilla, he died as . 
— as he _ lived err 5 
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| Belvile . murders Poligny. Laurieta, Po- 
_ _ ligny's miſtre/5, decoys Belvile to ber cham- 

ber, and there, in revenge, ſhoots bim, for 
.- which Joe is banged and bur. 


. 
4 


IN the city of Avignon, in France, lived 
© young lady, named Laurietta, whoſe 
parents being dead. left her much richer in 
| Peach than lands, and endowed with many 
qualifications, that ſtill added a luſtre to her 
beauty: ſhe was excellent in painting, ſing- 
ing, dancing, and muſic of various kinds; 

but alas, one vice often eclipſes many vir- 
tues, ſo to the deſtruction of all her good 
qualities, Laurietta was more beautiful than 
_ Chaſte, RS 


I he perſon on whom the beſtowed the 
greateſt Frarcof her favours, was one Belvlle, 
3. L a young 


_ 


— 
- 


EY 
- &5 


F 


* 
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eee toLauretta's ears, who being more cau- 


1 
a gentleman of noble birth, who was 
o much enamoured of her, that he con- 


ſumed the. greate@ part of his time and for- 


r upon ber: but boaſting among his 


eompanions of poſſeſſing ſo rich a prize, it 


tious to preſerve the reputation of her chaſ- 
tity, than the thing itſelf, reproaches him, 
and forbids him her company; but he abſo- 
Iutely deniee it; fo after many preſents, he 
is again received into favour, though with 
his precaution, that if ſhe. has any more 
_uncelligence of his being guilty of the like 
fault, the will for ever baniſh him her pre- 
About this time a gay young gentleman, 
named Poligny, arrives at Avignon, where, 
15 requenting the public balls and aſſemblies,, 
he ſees the beautiful Laurieta, and inſtantly 
5 falls in love with her. He tries to gain her 
1 affection, but finds her averſe to his ſuit, 
and neither Pye, letter, nor preſents, 
are capable of purchaſing her favour. Po- 
ligny infinitely grieved at this, cannot ima- 
©. gine what other ways to contrive, when an 
- occaſion preſented. itſelf moſt unexpectedly. 
Madamoiſelle Palaſire a young lady of great 


* 
= 
— 


fortune, ſeeingPoligny at a ball, falls violently 


in love with him, and being near him, made 
him 


| - 
—_— 


\ 
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him to avoid entering into a converſation 
with her; and ſnhe having heard of his afec> 
tion for Laurieta, in their diſcourſes acquaint» 
_ that Belville was her ſervant, and no 
other. | 1 
This information gave Poligny ſo much 
uneaſineſs, that pretending to be taken ill on 
a ſudden, left the place, and being reſolved 
to be ſatisfied of the truth, contrives to get 
to the ſpeech of Lucilla, Laurietta's maid, 
who, by the help of ſome gold, he wins 
over to betray her miſtreſſes ſecrets. She 
tells him, Belville is at preſent her chief fa- 
vourite, yet but the other day, having in 
his cups let fall ſome words to her diſhonout 
he was very near being caſhieret. 
© Poligny hearing this, and having been told 
by others of the vanity of Belvile, reſolves to 
lay a trap for him, whereby he may expoſe 
him to his miſtreſs. To this end, he finds 
means to get acquainted with him, and be- 
comes in a ſhort time ſo intimate, that they 
ride, fence, drink, and hunt together. Po- 
ligny having communicated his deſign to a 


friend, they invite Belville to a collation, an 


putting the glaſs briſkly round, begin to toaſt 
their miſtreſs's health; Belville with an air of 
vanity tells them, he has a miftreſs whoſe 
beauty and accompliſhments any man may 
be proud to admire; * ſo if you honour 
ot cont | me 


(9) | 
me by drinking her health, I proclaim Lau- 
rietta to be my miſtreſs, and myſelf her ſer- 


_ want.” This anſwered Poligny's deſign, ſo 
early the next morning he ſent Laur: etta the 
following epiſtle. 


Mapa, | | 
IT abſolute duty on very gentleman do 
*  prelerve the honour and ſecrets of @ lady 
ne reverſe of which is a crime almoſt unpar- 
donable „ and of that very crime bas Belvite 
been lately guilty of, having treated your cha- 
 Tatter nat only unyratefully, but even with in- 
ency. | | = 
' The juſt notion I have of honour and truth, 
wenld oblige me to acquaint any lady with an 
#buſe of this kind, efpeciatily, my adorable, ts 
| you, whom above all the world I eftcem : what 
pay pen now affirms to you, my ſword is ready 
Jo Juſtify to Belvile, and ſhew how much hfs 
4 is deſerving of your affettion thaw 
. © e25... oy POLIGNY, 


Laurietta, at the receipt of this letter, is 
torn by a thouſand jarring paſſions ; revengs 
me is reſolved on, but in the mean time, 
before ſhe can determine how to execute it, 

ſhe thinks herſelf obliged to ſend the fol- 
 Jowing anſwer to Poligny's letter. 518 
_ | — 


( 99 ) 


SIR. | 4 
I Know not whether you have given me 4 
greater proof of diſcretion and friendſbip, 
er of Belvile's vanity and baſeneſs : I think 
myſelf infinitely obliged to yon for your care of 
my reputation, will ſhortly let him know 
what he deſerves for the liberty he bas: taten 
Ian well ſatisfied of the truth of what you 
have wrote with your pen, and deſire not to 
have it confirmed by your ſword: but re- 
turn you many thanks for this kind office, which, 
though 1 cannot requite, I ſpauld be glad t8 


deſerve. 
N _ LAURIETA, 


Luaurieta then ſends for Belvile, who flies, 
as.uſual, to her ſummons, not dreaming of - 
his own folly or Poligny's treachery : ſhe. 
immediately charges him with vile aſperſions 
he had caſt upon her honour, in company 
with Poligny. Is this, ſays ſhe, the reward 
a lady is to expect for imparting her favours 
to a gentleman ? had [ a dagger in my hand, 
I would inſtantly bury it in thy treacherous 
heart. Belvile, amazed at this violent tranſ- 
port of her anger, with many oaths denies 
chat he had been guilty of what ſhe charges, 


8 him 


him with; but TR DO proces Poligny's 


letter; upon the fight of which, he ſeems. 
for a while under 1 5 greateſt "confi uſibn, 
bur recovering himſelf, he proteſts it is all 
a forgery to ſupplant him in her good 
graces. This appeaſes not Laurieta, nor 
Will any thing, except he juſtif) her honour 
and his own innocence. by a duel with Po- 
: thus Belvile fees himſelf. drove to a 
| fad dilemma, he muſt loſe his miſtreſs, or 
run the hazard. of his life; and he is not one 
who delighted much in arms; yet knowing 
1c is in vain for him to attempt ſeeing his 
miſtreſs, whom he dearly loves, 'till he has 
meet et Foligny, he writes him this e 


to adiaut is treachery, that in 7 Was 
cultivating thy friendſhip, theu baſely 
* me to my miſtreſs, ang. falſely accuſed 
me me of ſaying e, things againſt ber, . whoſe 

maintain to the laſt remains of 
Ee. Therefore, meet me tomorrow. morning 
on the bridge, the limits betwixt the king and 
the Pope 3 4 ſeep not too much this night, 
for in the morn 1 13 not but to Jeng al ts 
thy eternal * | 


| . 
"41 


d - Buuygue, 
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| 5 - Poli y receives acid challenge, und i is welt 
g and thinking himſelf now ſeated in 


Laurieta 's 


| 4 ( 10 J) | 
Laurietta's affection, is defirous to give the” 
utmoſt proof of his regard to her. 
The next morning brings the combatants 
to the place appointed, where with little ce- 
remony they begin the engagement. Polig- 
ny gives Belvile the firſt wound in his right 
ſhoulder, and at the next thruſt a wound in 
the left fide; whereupon Belvile begs his 
life; which Poligny, fatisfied with his ſubs 
miſſion, immediately grants. 
In the afternoon. Poligny waits on Lau- 
rieta, and acquaints her, that he had given 
Belvile two wounds for her fake, and his life 
for his own. She.inquires if he had received 
no hurt himſelf, and rejoices to hear he had 
not; ſo from that inſtant they vow a mutual 
conſtancy to each other. | 
Thus while they are triumphing in Bel- 
vile's foil, he is meditating revenge on Po- 
ligny, determining to murder him; and the 
better to colour his villainy, retires from 
Avignon to Orange, where he reſides five or 
or {ix days, at the concluſion of which, in a 
dark night, he returns to Avignon, and 
waiting near Laurieta's houſe, where he had 
been informed Poligny viſited every night, 
ſaw him come out about one of the clock in 
the morning; Poligny was no ſooner in the 
ſtreet, but Belville ruſhes upon him, and 
- ſheaths his ſwotd in his breaft , Poligny en- 
| "HA deavoury 
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-  eavours to cloſe with the aſſaſſin, and cries 
out for help, but all in vain, the dead of 
the night favours the murderers deſign, fo 
drawing his ſword out, the other bei 

faint and weak with the loſs of : blood, an 
tumbling down, he redoubles his cruelty, . 
and ruins him through the ſmall of the back * 


and reigns, which, with a groan or two, 


t an end to his life. Belvil, being ſatis- 
he had diſpatched him, with the utmoſt 
expedition poſts away to Orange, and from 
- - thence to Paris. 2 , 
But ſome of the neighbours having heard 
Poligny cry for help, had taken the alarm, 
I that lights are brought out, and they find 
the body of Poligny, who, as he was greatly 
beloved, is now much lamented by all who 
knew him. The lieutenant criminal makes 
ſtrict enquiry after the murderer, but to no 
| the time not being yet come for 
the diſcovery. | 
. . Lavrietta imagines this execrable murder 
was perpetrated by Belvile ; ſo love and re- 
venge conſpire to act a double part in her 
broaſt, the firſt makes her deplore the loſs of 


Poligny. and the other vow to be revenged 


on his murderer, and dry her tears in his 
blood. Belvile having been about ſux months 


- at Paris, and not hearing any thing of his 


being ſuſpeRed, reſolves to ſend a letter to 
R | Re” Laurieta, 


1 EI (103) | N 
Laurietta, in hopes again to obtain her fa- 
vour; ſo accompanied with a diamond ring 


he ſends the following epiſtle to Laurietta. 


Ir Poligny bad the chouſandrb part of ſo much 
# bonour as Thad love for thee, thou would 
not ſo ſoon have caſt me out of thy favour, nor. 


perhaps might have been ſo ſoon caſt out of the. 


world; and though he bore ſo much malice to 
me, yet, if I was ſure thou lovedſt bim, as I 


think you did. for your ſake 1 ſbould be glad 1 


fight his murderer. | 

This rival out of the way, could I hope to 
regain your favour, I would forſake Paris for 
Avignon, and abandoning all the beauties in the 


world, pay to Laurictaa only the homage that 
BELVILE. 


is due from 


_ Lavrietta pretends joy at hearing 
from F welfare and 
return ſhe aſks many queſtions of his lackey, 
who, being before taught, told her, that it 
_ depended on het pleaſure, and that his maſ- 

der only waited for her commands. Upon 


this ſhe immediately wrote the following 


letter. 


\ 


A I freely acknowledge I loved Poligny, ſo T 


confeſs 1 never bated tbec; and if his in 


ſinualious 
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 Sanations were too prevalent with my credulity, 
I beſeech you atiribute it to the weakneſs of my 
erz but ſince 1 find be was not reſerved for me, 
© depend upon it, I am wholly for thee; if your 
ve bs as unfeigned as mine, you will baſten to 
| Laurieta, who will rejoice a thouſand times 
more at thy return, than ever ſbe grieved at 
3 > LAURTET A. 


Belvile at reading this. is even beyond him- 
ſelf, and, believing that time and his abſence 
had worn out the remembrance of Poligny's 

murder, ſpeeds away for Avignon; where 

the firſt night of his arrival he viſits Laurieta, 
who, with the-treachery of a harlot receives 
himwith 5 tranſports and endearments, 
and promiſes to give him all the happineſs 
in her power to beftow ; but for that time 
they part. The next day he comes again, and 
finds her in the ſame kind humour, when 
in the midſt of his profeſſions of love an 
conſtancy, ſhe draws the ſecret from him of 
his having been the murderer of Poligny 
this confirms her malice to him, and haſtens 
her putting in execution the defign ſhe ha 
againſt his life. She obſerves, that he al- 
always carries a piſtol about with him, aad 
aſks the meaning of it; he tells her, it is to 
defend himſelf againſt his enemies, and 1 
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he never intends to go without it: and after 
ſome embraces, he requeſts her to farther 
fredoms, which for that time ſhe denies him, 
but ſays, if he will come to her the next 
day; ſbe will reſign herſelf entirely to his 
pleaſure; ſatisfied with this promiſe, he re- 
turns home; mean while ſne conſults the 
manner of his death, and reſolves to diſpatch 
him with his own piſtol. She is of opinion, 
that the aſſiſtance of her chambermaid, Lu- 
cilla, may be of great ſervice to her, and ſo 
acquaints her with her deſign; and with a 
purſe of gold, and promiſes of future favour, 
ſhe draws her in to conſent to be an accom- 
lice with her in the murder, and enjoins 
— provide herſelf with a ponyard, te 
be hid her under gown, and be ready if they 
ſnould - have need of it. 
Belvile, who could hardly ſleep the night 
before, for the thoughts of the happineſs" 
he expected at the time appointed, without 
the leaſt apprehenſions of any danger near 
him, goes very joyfully into Laurieta's cham- 
ber, who with all the arts of a diſſembling 
proititute, meets him with open arms. 
He then tells her, he is come to receive 
the fruits of her promiſe the day before; and 
lay ing his piſtol on the table, ſhe ſpying this 
inſtrument, which ſhe had a great deſire to 
make uſe of, took it, and deſired him to 
1 —W 
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ſhew her how to fire it; he told her, he would 
diſcharge it before her if 4 — why," 
with a ſingle bullet; then pray, faid the, put 
in another, and if you can ſee a mark on the 
hauſe, or church top, you will ſee me act the 
man, and hoot it 54 Belville, defirous to 


_ . pleaſe her in any thing, looked out of the 


Windew, and ſpying two. crows on the croſs 


ede Augoffine frre church, tells her of 
: 1h and then clapping 


a ſecond bullet in the 

ag ſhe deſired; delivers it into the 

of Laurieta, * bim to lean 
aut of the window, that he might ſe how 
near ſhe could feather them. 

/ ,Belvile accordingly loops down, and ſhe 


the ſame time, diſcharges the piſtol dire&- 
ly into his reins, whereupon ae gondry and 


Lucilla, ſeconding her bloody miſtreſs, ſteps 
and, with her ponyard, gives kim five 
or ſix wounds quite through the body, fo 


dead at their feet; whereat ta rejoic- 
ing, utters theſe words, O N 
this I have dove fer thy ſake, Wy in revenge 

of thy d 
After this execrable murder was cont” 
ed, the miſtreſ and maid — — breathleſs 
making'a 


tity 


1 
B billet upon it, and ſo leave it under 


this wooden monument. 
To days had elapſed and no news of Bel- 
vile. His lackeys knowing he went to Lau- 
neta's houſe, acquaint his friends therewith 
WhO repair immediately to Laurieta, and 
enquire after him; ſhe tells them, he ſtaid 
not with her above an hour; but they diſco- 
ver a kind of perturbation in her looks, 
and ſome — in her ſpeech. Whereupon 
recollecting her former ill uſage of him, on 
accouut of Poligny, and the duel between this 
— him, they ſuſpect that ſhe knows 
mething of what is become of him, and ſo 
acquaint the criminal judges, who ſeverally 
examine both Laurieta and her maid Lucil- 
la, with Belville's lackey s; whereupon they 
conclude | to impriſon Laurieta. She is 
ſtrangely — at this; but however, 
94 damky on the juſtification of her pre- 
tended innocence. 
4 She is then adjudged to the torture, which 
with a — fortitude ſhe endures; bac 
they detain her ſtill in priſon, and hope that 
ſome other circumſtances may appear to dit- 
cover the murder of Belville; for eight days 
were paſt, without his being heard of. Du- 
ring this time, her maid had frequent admit- 
ance to gh in priſon, where * W 


— 


[9g] 
ably ſwear ſecreſy to each other, ſince on 
either's diſcovery depend both their lives. 

Shortly after, word is brought that her 
maid Lucilla is ſecretly fled; which her judges 
hearing, they more ſtrongly ſuſpect, that 
Laurieta was the principal, and Lucilla the 
acceſſary in the death of Belville, fo ſend all 
ways to apprehend the latter; but ſee the 
-miraculous hand of providence, Lucilla, fly- 
mug in the night from Avignon towards O- 

range, where ber parents dwelt, was drown- 
ed in the way, and found dead in one of the 
Fenny lakes between the two cities. This 
news being brought to Laurieta, ſhe converts 
Her fear into hope, knowing well that dead 
bodies tell no tales. The judges now, from 
this appearance of her guilt, in the flight of 


ber maid, order her again to be put to the 


torture, which ſhe yet endures with moſt ad- 
mirable patience-and courage, ftoutly deny- 
ing her crime, and juſtifying her innocence; 
much that her judges, conſidering the 
ſharpneſs of the torture, begin to think that 
it might perhaps be the maid only, aad not 
the miſtreſs, who was the murderer, and fo 
reſolved the week following, if nothing more 
appeared againſt her to releaſe her, which 
Laurieta underſtanding, the torments ſhe: 
had endured ſeem almoſt healed by the joy 
the conceives at her enlargement. But, 


1 


— 
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alafs ! theſe triumphs are ſhort, for in the 
following manner her guilt was diſco- , 
P 822 $95 LIT Fatt, A 
Fer extravagant way of living, and the 
expence of her trial and impriſonment, had 
not only prevented her being able to pay 
her landlord a whole year's rent that was 
due to him, but likewiſe three hundred livres 
in money, which ſhe had borrowed of him, 
and he, being now impatient of delays, and 
believing her diſgrace would prove her ruin, 
and render her incapable of ever paying him, 
let his houſe to the Dean of Carpentras, he 
likewiſe fold all her houſhold goods to ſatisfy 
his debt, except the billets in the cellar, and 
thoſe he kept for himſelf; which when his 
ſervants came to remove, they found the 
earth had been newly opened the length and 
breadth of a grave, whereat they were much 
ſurpriſed, and acquainted their maſter with 
it, who viewing the place, it inſtantly ſtruck 
Into his mind, that Laurieta had murdered 
Belvile, and buried him there; ſo not per- 
mitting his ſervants to remove any part of 
the carth, he went away immediately to the 


criminal judges, and informed them of the 

matter, who cauſing the new opened earth, 

to be removed, they found the body of Bel- 

vile. Amazed at the horrid ſpectacle, wy . 
| "3 


(mr) 


a * that Laurieta, and her maid 
Luucilla, had committed this cruel murder. 
I They ordered the dead body to be ſecretly 

conveyed to the priſon, and = Laurietta 


leaſt dreamed of it, they it to her 
| and charge. her again with the mur- 
: but with an obdurate heart ſhe ſtill 
Lund firmly on the defence of her inno- 
cence. Her judges, no longer deluded with 
her views, order her paps to be torn off 
with red-hot pincers, as a puniſhment for 
ber obſtinate genial of the fact, which they 
are now ſatisfied ſhe is juſtly — — 
Laurieta, aſtoniſhed, at this ſentence, and 
Seng the inſtruments of this cruel torment 
— ready, falls down on her knees, and 
with a ſhower of tears conteſſes, that ſhe, and 
her maid Lucilla, were the murderers of 
Belvile, for the guilt of which ſhe ſays, ſhe 
can expect no pardon: in this — but 
hopes God, on her ſincere repentance, will 
have mercy on her ſoul in the next. _ 
The Judges then remit the ſentance of 
"rearing of her paps, and condemn her to be 
_ firſt hanged, and then burnt ; and that Lu- 


cCilla ſhould: be taken out of the grave, and 
burnt in the ſame fire; which was accord 
ingly executed, in the preſence of an infinite 
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By this tragical hiſtory, Chriſtian reader, 
let us obſerve whatare the bitter fruits of luſt 
and revenge, and the inſeparable compa- 
Nions that conſtant] attend them; the con- 
"Gderation of which, not only adminiſters 


* 
— 


conſolation to the righteous, but ſtrikes 4 


terör to the ungodly. O let us lead ſuch 
lives, as that, by avoiding the crimes, we 
may not fear the puniſhments of theſe un- 
fortunate ſinners, 
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0 e ab in love. with his pO" IRE TY 


law. Perina, to enjoy whom, be cauſes Jeran- 
tha fixft to Poiſon bis own wife, and then bis 
en; in revenge of which, Perina murders 
bim in bis bed, |] erantha, like to die in 
child-bed, confeſſeth both the murders, for 
which ſbe is hanged and burnt, Perina has 
her rigbt Band — aff, and is condemned to 


* WIE. 


_ 


> 


CR | 


JN the dukedom of Savoy there dwek an 


antient gentleman, named fignior An- 


tonio Arconeto, who had, by his lady de- 
_ ceaſed, a beautiful daughter, called Perina 


and being a lady of exceeding accompliſh- 
ments, the lady Dominica, her aunt, ſiſter 
to her mother, requeſted her brother-in-law 


| to let her be with her, as ſhe would be to 


her 


( 114 ) 


her-an agretable companion; to which be 
readily conſented. 
Among ſeveral viſitants that attended an 
the lady Dominica, was Don Franciſco, ſon 
of Signior Caſtlenovo, baron of Savoy, who 
had no ſooner. ſeen Perina, but he was rock 
with the charms of her perſon; and, being 
himſelf every way qualified, was no leis ad- 
mired by her. The cavalier, who was im- 
patient to converſe with her alone, found an 
opportunity to conduct her to a bower, co- 
vered with jeſſamin and roſes ; he there, be- 
twixt ſighs and broken accents, reveal'd his 
paſſion to her; Perina could not help diſco- 
vering that his diſtreſſes were not dilplcaling 
to her; therefore continuing his ſuit, after 
ſome time he got her conſent to be his wife; 
this young couple could not carry on their 
iatrigues ſo privately, but her aunt took 
notice of it; and Franciſco having deſired 
his father's conſent, and to 8 for him 
to Perina's father; at the ſame time intreat- 
ing the aſſiſtance of the lady Dominica, Who 
was not in the leaſt averſe to the match; ſo 
that in a ſhort time all parties agreeing, the 
marriage was ſolemnized with the utmoſt 
ſplendor. After which, young Caſtlenovo 
brought his fair Perina home; ſhe was cour- 
reouſly received by his own father, and by 
the lady Fidelia, his mother; in ſhort, not 
| L mM P any 


(15) 
y thing was wanting to teſtify how much 
x 9 TE pleaſed at the choice their ſon had 
| — of his bride; as to the young people, 
they are ſo happy, that they think they now 
enjoy a Heaven upon earth. But alas! how 
hort are all theſe joys, this happineſs is ſoon 
overcaſt z for the old baton, of threeſcore 
and eight years of age, hath ſo far 7 
grace, that he falls in love with the lady Pe- 
rina, his own ſon's wife; he gives a looſe to 
his inordinate affections, and the better to 
draw her to his deſires, he is wonderful 
courteous to her, often talking with her, 
and many times kiſſing her; the innocent 
lady, not dreaming of his laſcivous intent: 
but old Caſtlenovo thinks on nothing but 
how to obtain his will; yet not daring to ac- 
quaint her with his purpoſe, whilſt his ſon 
is at home with her, contrives to make him 
follow the wars, in waiting on duke Ema- 
nuel, who at that time was at war with the 
viceroy of Milan; telling him, that the duty 
he owed to his prince and country, called 
Him into the field; and that he ought not 
0 give himſelf, and his honour, up wholly. 
to his young wife, and the pleaſures of the 
marriage- be.. ‚ 
r Caſtelnovo, not at all ſuſpecting 
What a ſnake lay hid under his father's fair 


ſpeeches, like a noble knight, needed no 
if | N other 0 


\ 


(246) | 
other advocate, but his own martial diſpo- 
ſition, to embark in the wars; and although 
the beauty, tears, and prayefs of his young 
lady were vehement ſolicitors to divert him 
from it, yet he is reſolute to leave. her for 
three or four months; and ſo making ready 
his horſes and arms, departed g the duke's 


thus diſcovered, he is ſo far from being re- 
claimed by her prudent counſel, that he vows 
revenge againſt her ; and thinking likewiſe, 
that ſhe ſtands in the way of his luſt, he re- 
ſolves to remove her out of the world. 
imagining it may be done without any ſuſ- 
picion, as not having yet diſcovered his af- 
fection to his daughter-in-law. | 

To this end he bribes her waiting woman 
Jerantha, who is ſoon brought into it, on ac- 
count of ſome farmer laſcivous dalliances be- 
tween them, and having the reward of five 
hundred ducats; ſhe accordingly, a few 


mornings after, put a doſe of poiſon into 


ſome broth, and gave it her lady, which, in 
eight 


171 

eight days time, carried this virtuous ma- 
tron to her grave. 

Her relations and friends greatly lament 
her death, and the baron is inconſolable for 
Her loſs: but it is no wonder that he, who 
has ſo lately acted the part of a murderer, 
ſhould now be able to perform that of an 
hypocrite. 3 

So after ſome time he is reſolved to reap 

the pleaſure of his beautiful daughter - in- laws 
bed. To this end, he gives her the ſole go- 
vernment of his houſe; and ſcarce were fif- 
teen days paſt, when finding her in her 
chamber, playing on her lute, after ſome 
pauſes, he acquaints her with his paſſion and 
unbounded love for her. Loſt in amaze. 
ment ſhe knew not what to anſwer, but 
throwing away her lute, went haſtily out of 

the chamber; at which old Caſtelnovo hangs 
his head with ſhame and indignation; yet is 
reſolved not to be put off with the firſt re- 
pulſe, but in every garden, walk, and room, 
haunts her as a bolt, and thinks, by con- 
tinual importun | 
_ "thoſe things, which at firſt ſeem ſo ſhocking to 
her: but this has no effect, for ſhe is deep- b 
1y afflicted at this perſeverance of his folly, 
How to behave herſelf at ſuch a criſis ſhe 
knows not; but at laſt, to haſten her huſ- 
7 bands 


ty, to bring her to liſten 


225 (18). - 
band's return, the ſends him the following 
letter. FRO 


[ 
/ 


I Ibould infinitely wrong thee and myſelf, I 
iuformed you not, that my affestion de- = 
ſerves, and my honour requires thy ſpeedy re- 
turn: I would unlock this myſtery to you, but 
that my own modeſty, and enother's ſhame, 
command my pen to ſilence: only my dear Fran- 
ciſco, F ever thy Perina was dear to thee, 
make ber happy in thy return; for, till thou 
art in Nice, Heaven only, but nothing on 

earth can give joy to 
8 PERINA» 


Caſtelnovo at the receipt of this letter, is 
much perplexed, and reads it over and over 
again, but finds it ſo obſcure, concludes it is 
only a wile of her's to bring him home; and 
he being unwilling to abandon the hopes of 
preferment, returns her this anſwer. 


1 — — 


£ 7 IVF deareſt Perina, nothing can affli thee, 
1 but it muſt be grievous to me; and as 

' to the preſervation of thine honour, it is . 
dearer to me than my own ; but Tam very well | 
ſatisfied, that thou wilt maintain it to the 
grave: ſo that if any one, ſince my departure, 7 

bas fallen in love with thy beauty, thou muſt | 
ils be. 


return t0 


( mg ) 


nat think it ſtrange, fince the excellency thereof 


bath power, not only to captivate one, but 
many but my deareſt angel, I think that is on- 
Ha pretence, and thou earneſtly deſires my re- 


iu; to which I wauld willingly conſent. but 


that the daily expectation af my prefer ment, muſt 
4 lilile longer detain me here; be aſſured I will 
diſpatch my affairs with all expedition, and then 
my Perina, in whom is all that can 
give pleaſure to 


CASTE LNOVO. 


Heving read this letter, ſhe is almoſt diſ⸗- 
tracted, knows nor what to fay or do; for 
her father-in-law ſeeing his fair ſpeeches had 


no effect, changes his ſupplications to threats; 
ſo that ſhe now fears his revenge, as well as 


his luſt. Therefore to preſerve her honour, 
and life, ſne makes her eſcape to hei father, 
who kindly receives her; and a little time 
after Perina writes another letter to her huſ- 
band, wherein ſhe intreats him to return, 
that ſhe may have the ſatisſaction before 


ſhe departs this life, to diſcloſe to him a fe- 
cret, which ſhe will conceal from all the 
world befides. | | 


We will now return to old Caſtelnovo the 
father“ who ſeeing his daughter-in-law fed, 
is apprehenſive of her betraying his laſcivious 
ſuits which mult procure him nothing but 


| (120) 
ſhame and diſgrace. He knows he muſt be 
loathed by all, but chiefly he dreads Perina 
and her huſband, who, he is aſſured, will be 
all on fire when he hears of his guilt, and 
whom he knows not how to look in the face 
when he fhall return: nor is he out in his 
conjecture, for having received his wife's 
ſecond letter, at the peruſal - of which he is 


almoſt beſide himſelf; nor can imagine who, 


in his father's houſe, can be ſo impudent, as 
to attempt to blemiſh his honour in that of 
his wife's; ſo reſolving to make no delay, 
he diſpatches this letter to his wife Perina. 


] AM equally aflicted and amazed to hear f 
your ſudden departure; but I come my dear 
Perina, I come to redreſs all your wrongs; 
and iſ beaven prove propitious, our meeting 
Hall fbortly be as ſweet and happy, as cur laſt 
parting was bitter and ſorrowfut. 
0 SEM CASTELNOVO 


_ Accordingly, two days after, he poſts 
away to his father-in-law's houſe, where he 
finds. his dear Perina; after the firſt endear- 
ments are over, he enquires of her the cauſe 
of her leaving his father in fo ſudden and 
unexpected a manner; but when ſhe relates 
to him the unnatural and monſtrous beha- 
viour of old Caſtelnovo, he is loſt in amaze- 
* Fi | ment, 
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ment, to think that the perſon who would 


have injured him in that tender point, is his 


own father, and commends his wife's diſ- 


: . in making her eſcape, reſolving to 


continue with her father, and not again re- 


turn to his o-ẽn. But this reſolution is ſoon 
broken, for Caſtelnovo hearing of his ſon's 
arrival, doubts not but Perina had told him 


all that had paſſed in his attempt upon her 


_ Honour; and dreading che ſhame that — 
attend the publication of it; he reſolves to 


confeſs his crime in the Ne- letter. 


ene my Aena, ee a aria 
"the hononr of thy chaſte wife; ne" now 1 


write it to my preſent comfort, that grace and 


religion bave vanquiſhed my inordinate luſt : 


and Tam as ready to confirm this with my 
tongue, as with my pen 
art the ſole prop of my age, and comfort of my 


* wberefore, as thou 


life, make me not miſerable by thy abſence ; - bue 
bring back thy virtuous wife with thee, ſor 


bere, I profeſs, before heaven and earth, that 
I will henceforth . honour her for that chaſtity, 
_ <obich I heretofore N Jou: bt to "_ 


and violate. 
| CasrLENOVO. 


This dts letter of the father prevails 


, with the ſon and his chaſte wife, to huſh up 


25 
4s 
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in ſecrecy all that had happened ; and withiri 
eight days they both returned to their father, 
whoſe contrition is outwardly fo great for his 
former folly, that he ſheds tears at the re- 
membrance thereof, and aſks their forgiv- 
neſs, which with pleaſure they grant. Thus, 
to all outward appearance, is this buſineſs 
made up, as if nothing had happened; but 
alas | we ſhall ſhortly ſee to the contrary; 
for old Caſtelnovo, notwithſtanding all theſe 
tokens of - repentance, is far from being the 
man he ſeems to be; for the ſight of his 
daughter-in-law again renews the flames of 
his luſt. | 9 OL WOT £91 3 
Caſtelnovo, thinking it impoſſible to ac- 
compliſh his deſign as long as his ſon lives, 
reſolves to make away with him by poiſon, 
as he had his virtuous mother before him; 
and to this purpoſe has again recourſe to his 
agent Jerantha, to whom he offers five 
hundred ducats more to perpetrate this ſe- 
cond murder; but ſhe is fo ſorrowful for 
the death of the mother, that ſhe will not at 

firſt conſent to have any hand in that of the 
ſon. But old Caſtelnovo finding his gold could 
not prevail a ſecond time with Jerantha, 
promiſes her marriage, if ſhe will do the 
work; ſo although his firſt battery failed, 
yet he entirely gets the better of her by this, 
for the thoughts of becoming a great lady 

$4705 6h 2 from 


76 123 9 


from a ſimple waiting maid, gets ſo much the 

er of conſcience and humanity, that 

ſhe undertakes to perform it; and in leſs 

than a week's. time, accompliſhes this un- 
natural father's horrid defign on his ſon. 

On the ſudden death of her huſband, Pe- 
rina is ready to die with grief, denying her- 
ſelf all ſuſtenance, ſo that ſhe ſeemed reſo- 
lute not long to ſurvive him; but ſhe could 
not give more real demonſtrations of her 
ſorrow for the loſs of her huſband, than old 
Caſtelnovo pretended to ſhew for the loſs of 
his ſon; but, conſidering what had paſſed 
before, his now ſo over acting the part, 
made our young afflicted widow vehemently 
ſuſpect, that he had himſelf a hand in his 
ſon's. death, and that Jerantha was likewiſe 

acceſſary to it, obſerving how familiar ſhe is 
grown on a ſudden with her maſter; to make 
proof if her ſuſpicion is juſt, ſhe reaſons in 
this manner with herſelf, that if the father- 
in-law was the murderer of his ſon, it muſt 
proceed from his luſt to her, and that hav- 
ing got rid of that obſtacle, he would ſhort- 
ly renew his laſcivious ſuit to her, which if 
he does, ſhe vows to take ſuch a revenge, as 
ſhall be ſatisfied with nothing leſs than his 
death. We- ſhall not go far to find her ſuſ- 
picion anſwered in the event; for within a 
: * after her huſband was laid in his un- 

; _ timely 


61240 
timely grave, the old laſcivious father does 
again aſſault her with his unnatural paſſion; 
ſhe put him off leſs coyly, on purpoſe to 
make him the more eager in his purſuit, and 
thereby the better to draw him to her lure : 
ſo after a few more ſolicitations, ſhe ſeems to 
yield to his deſire; but with a bloody intent 
to diſpatch him out of the world. F 
The affair being, as he thinks, concluded 
between them, they ſeem only to differ now 
in the manner, and ſome circumſtance of 
utting the finiſhing ſtroke to it; the father 
is deſirous of going to the daughter-in-law's 
bed, but the daughter inſiſts upon going ta 
the father-in-law's bed ; however, both con- 
clude, that night is the proper ſeaſon to exe- 
cute their intended wickedneſs ; his reaſon 
is, to avoid the rage and jealouſy of Jeran- 
tha, whom he has again played the fool with, 
but now refuſes to marry, although ſhe be 
very near the time of her travail ; and Peri- 
na's, that ſhe may not pollute her own bed, 
but his, with his blood. They ſoon after 
ree upon the night, which being come, 
andCaſtelnovo in bed, i mpatiently expecting, 
the harveſt of thoſe joys he had ſo long de- 
ſired; ſhe enters the chamber, having a 
onyard in her ſleeve, and approaching the 
d, he lifting himſelf up to ſalute her, his 
breaſt being at that time naked, ſhe draws 
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murder. 
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out the poynard and uttering theſe words, 


* Thou wretched whorewalter, and- mur- 
derer of thy ſon, take this:“ and ſtabbed 


him to the heart, and leaving him reeking 


in his own hot blood, he had time only to 
fetch a groan or two; which being over- 
heard by his ſervants, they run towards the 
chamber, and find Perina iſſuing forth with 
the bloody poy nard in her hand: they are all 
amazed at this horrid ſpectacle, and ſeize on 


her immediately; then going into the cham- 


ber, find their maſter dead ; the report of 
the murder is preſently carried to the crimi- 
nal judges, who cauſe Perina that night to 
be impriſoned for the fact, which ſhe is re- 
ſolved no way to deny, but rather giones | in 
what ſhe has done. | 
Jerantha greatly fearing the two other 
murders would be diſcovered, as great as 
her belly is, thinks it high time to-provide 
for her own ſafety, by ſtealing away to a 
friend's houſe in the city, which now in all 
parts rung with this cruel and unnatural 


rd free- 


Perina being arraigned 


ly confeſſes it in open court, alledging in 
excuſe of what ſhe had done, that ſhe knew 


her ne wr, and Jerantha, had at leaſt 
ned the knight, her huſband, if not 
wile the ow Fidelia his mother ; which 


| the, 


* 
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they have ſome reaſon to ſuſpe&-upon Js; 
rantha's ſudden flight: yet, ſince this could 


5 


no way extenuate the murder of her father- 
in-law, they condemn our unfortunate Pe- 
rina to be hanged. But let us now. obſerve 
the wonderful juſtice and providence of God, 
in the punifhment of Jerantha, who, having 
ſhut herſelf up ſo privately, that ſhe eſcapes 
the preſent enquiry after her, yet her guilty 


conſcience continually torture her mind; and 


no the dreadful news of Perina's ſentence 

brings on her the pangs of child-birth, with 
ſuch violent convulſions, that all about her 
think it impoſſible for her to eſcape death, 
which makes her confeſs her whoredom and 
murders, reſting aſſured, that ſhe ſhall be 
ſpeedily called out of the world ; but herein 
ſhe is deceived, for immediately after ſhe 
was brought to bed of a fine boy, and the 
next day committed to priſon ; and, on the 
third, ſhe is hanged and burnt, and her 
aſhes thrown into the air, without finding 
one ſpectator to pity her. 

Mean while great interceſſion is made in 
the behalf of Perina; which, with the con- 
fideration of her extraordinary chaſtity, and 
ſingular affection to her huſband, inſtead of 
hanging, they adjudge her to have her right 
hand cut off, and to be perpetually impriſ- 
oned; where the remembrance of her dead hu 


| (127) 
band, together with her preſent ſorrows 
fo ſharply afflict her, that ſhe lived but a 
ſhort time, ending her days in great peni- 
tence and ſorrow : had ſhe not given too 
much way to the tranſports of her revenge, 
ſhe might have lived as happy as ſhe died 
miſerable, and been as great an ornament to 
her country, as old Caſtelnoyo and — 


"8 werea ſcandal to it. 
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HISTORY X. 


Bertolini xillsBrellati, Sturio ſends him à chal- 
lenge; but having him at his mercy, gives 
him his life, who afterwrrds kills him from 
a window in the ſtreet. He is taken for this 
ſecond murder, bas his bands cut off, and is 
then beheaded, 


FHE friendſhip between ſignor Bertolini, 
and ſignor Brellati, two noblemen of 
Rome, was very extraordinary, that they 
ſeemed even to have but one mind ; and the 
ſtronger, if poſſible, to unite this friendſhip, 
Bertolini makes ſuit to the ſiſter of Brellati, 
named Paulina, in whom he admires a 
thouſand charms, and honourably ſeeks her 
in marriage; but ſhe entirely diſdains him; 
he has then recourſe to her brother, his friend 
and conjures him to become his advocate to 
her, and accordingly he uſes his beſt endea- 
4 you, 


/ 


33 Ugg „ oo ——— — ——— * — 
A — <a — 
15 PY a. —_ 
* 
5 


61299 

vours to perſuade her in his behalf; but ſhe 
in abſolute terms, deſires her brother to in- 
enn Bertolini, that ſhe has already ſettled 
her affection, and will no more hear of his 
nit. Her brother is much concerned at this, ; 
and his ſiſter to name her lover to him, 

which ſhe conſents to, having bound him to 
ſecrecy, and acquaints him, it 1s ſignor 
Sturio, a noble perſon of that city; he is 
her affection is fixed; ſo having per- 
formed the part of a friend, he delivers Ber- 
tolini her definitive anſwer, but keeps his 


pPremiſe with his ſiſter, in concealing the 


name of Sturio. 
Hertolini is all on fire at this news, and 


looks on his friend with contempt and in- 


dignation, and even abruptly leaves the room. 
Brellati obſerves his behaviour with grief, 
fince his friendfhip was ſuch, that he would al- 
moſt have ſacrificed his life for him: this was 
the firſt breach of friendſhip between them, 
but here comes a ſecond; for within two 
days after, meeting ſome company, who 
| were acquaintances to Brellati, as well as 


himſelf, upon their enquiring after his friend, 
he replied, that he was a beggarly fellow, 
and that therefore he ſhould henceforth avoid 
his company, and that his filter Paulina was 
2 diflembling trumpet : theſe words ſome of 
the n that very night report — 

4 


[ 139 J 

It is impoſſible to expreſs with what con- 
cern he heard this of his once dear loved 
friend; but ſoon after his ſorrow is convert- 
ed to anger, and vowing a ſharp revenge on 
Bertolini, if he diſown not the words that 
were told him; the very next morning ſongs 
him hay challenge. 


THY Y ſcandalous FOR VER are ſo baſe that 7 
4200 not but the diſgrace, which thou: haſs 
unjuſtly offered us, will : retort upon thyſelf ; 
therefore meet me ſingle, to-morrow at five in 
the morning without Port Populi, in the fiela; 
for thon canſt give me no other ſatisfafion but 
this, Ae, fail not to meet. 
N BRELLATI. 


egen accepted the challenge, and at 
the appointed time the combatants met in 
the field, where diſdaining to change any 
words with each other they fall to buſineſs. 

Brellati runs Bertolint into the right flank, 
then drawing out his rapier, and leaping back 
to put himſelf upon hls guard his foot ſlipp- 
ing he fell to the ground, to which Bertoli- 
ni pinned him cloſe, and immediately after 
poſts away to Cavallo, to a friends houſe, 
where he is awhile privately concealed. 
Paulina hears of her brother's death, is overs 
whelmed with n grief, and Sturio, making her 

R ſorrouws 
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torrews his own, uſes all means to comfort 
her; his love, which he has hitherto kept a 
ſecret to all but herſelf, he now makes known 
to her parents, and then to his own, de- 
firing their conſent to marry her; but his fa- 
ther fearing it may engage him in ſome fu- 
ture quarrel with Bartolini, reſolves private- 
to convey him away out of Rome, and 
hopes that abſence from the object of his 
love, may in time entirely cure To heat of 
his paſſion. So one day taking his ſon. with- 
him in his coach, the coachman having his 
leflon, and two bravo's being ready to ſee 
the father's orders put in execution, they 
Hurry him away to Naples, and from thence 
to the iſland of Capreæ, where he is deliver- 
ed to the keeping of the captain of the iſland 
with a ſtrict that he may not be al- 
lowed to return for the ſpace of at lealt one 
whole year. | 

It is impoſſible for any but lovers to 1290 
how tenderly Paulina and Sturio are affected 
by this epd ſeperation; nor can any words 
expreſs the grief of the lad „who to the 
ſne feels for the death of an only bro- 
ther, has alſo. this additional misfortune of 
Joſing her lover. Sturio, on his ſide, rages 
to think of his father's cruelty, in bereavin 
bim of the n of dear Paulina ; — 

4210 though 
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though he had tried many ways, could not 
make his eſcape. | 70 

At length Paulina having intelligence 
where he was confined, and being quite 
vanquiſhed by afflictions, perceiving her dii- 


ſolution approaching, he got the following 


letter conveyed to her lover. 


AM. dear Sturio, I have even lamented that 
J could not die with my brother, and as 


much lament that I cannot live with you; but 


why do I talk of living, when his mournful 


tragedy, and thy exile, have already brought 
me to the verge of the grave. As to Bartolini's 
crime, no doubt but vengeance will puniſh him, 
wit houſ the aſſiſtance of thy ſword, for my laſt 
prayers are hazard not thy life; and was thou 
on thy journey now, before thou couldeſt reach 


Rome, I ſhall have finiſhed wy courſe, I would 


write more, but my feeble fingers have not power 
to affiſt me; Heaven will mate us bappy, though 
earth cannot, farewel, my much loved Sturid, 


farewell. | 
| | PAULINA. 


'Tis rather to be conceived, than, ex- 


preſſed, the grief of her lover, at the ac - 


count of her illneſs, and the 3 


; 


* 


* 
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of death; but alaſs I this is but the beginniog 
of his woe, for within twenty days he re 


ceives advice of her being really dead. His 
father rejoices at the death of — oa and 
now propoſes as much happineſs to himſelf 
in the return of his fon, as he had given him- 


ſelf pain in forcing him away, and accord- 


dingly diſpatches a ſervant to recall him; but 
the news of Paulina's death at Rome could 
give him very little reliſh for that place, nor 


Could he eafily forgive the ctuelty of his 
father in forcing him away, which was un- 


doubredly one means of haſtening her death, 
killing ber 5 


brother, for which he now vows to himſelf 


he will be amply revenged; and the next 


morning lent him this 3 


25 Tn 
24 Hare killed the fair rt by 


ber honour, 


thy villainous attack upon 


and by the death of her brother, my affec- 
tion for ber was ſo great, that I now con- 
tem my own life, to take the forfeit of thine 
fail not to meet me this evening, by fix o'clock, 

in the meadow behind the Carthuſan monaſtry, 


where myſelf allenge only 7 4 ſurgeon, will 
atiend 
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attend thee; for there needs to be no other gueſts 


41 this bloody banquet than thyſelf ani 
. STURIO. 


* 


Bertolini reads this challenge, but not 
with much pleaſure, for he was convinced 
that Paulina was as chaſte as fair, and that 
he had wronged her; however, conſidering 
his high birth, he would not refuſe the chal- 
lenge; but ſends anſwer, he would meet 
him at the place and time appointed; they 
were both punctual, and immediately fell to 
action. Sturio runs Bertolini into the right 
flank, with a deep wound; at the ſecond he 
wounds him again in the neck, which draws 
much blood from him; neither is their 
next meeting more propitious to Bertolini, 
for Stur io gives him a third wound among 
the ſmall ribs, whereat his conrage fails him, 
and being faint, throwing away his rapier, 
he begs his life of Sturio, confeſſing that he 
1s truly ſorrowful for the words he had ſpoken 
againſt the chaſte Paulina, and therefore 


craves his pardon. After ſome deliberation 

Sturio is ſatisfied in having righted the ho- 

nour of his dead miſtreſs; therefore both 

ſheathing their ſwords, they walk together 

like friends, and each prepares for his depar- 
\ ; , ture 


n 
ture to Rome, to which they ſoon after ar- 
river, Bertolini's father having obtained his 
n. 

The late duel between theſe two is the 
principal diſcourſe at Rome; ſome applaud 
Sturio for fighting with Bertolini, i in revetige 
of his late miſtreſs's honour ; ſome commend 
his humanity in giving hisantagoniſt his life; 

others condemn him for not diſpatching him; 
but in general they tax Bertolini with cow- 
ardice in not fighting it out, and which is 
worſe, for | diſgracefully begging his life. 
He finding his reputation ſuffering in every 
one s opinion, is moved to ſuch extreme an- 

r, that not remembering the obligations 
has to Sturio, he vous to be revenged 
on him for the liberty of his tongue; and 
therefore is determined to murder him. 
For this purpoſe he provides himſelf with a 

iſtol, charged with a brace of bullets, and 
— that Sturio frequently went to 
morning maſs, he got into an empty houſe 
near the college, and as ſoon as he ſaw Stu- 
rio coming on horſeback, he let fly at him, 
and lodged both bullets in his breaſt. Sturio 
tumbles down dead on the ground, uttering 
only-two or thtee deep groans. 

Some perſons hearing the report of the 
piece, and ſeeing the ſmoak from the dos 
E do 
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dow aſcend the houſe, immediately enter it, 
and find the petronel on a table, but are in- 
formed, that the perſon Who diſcharged it 
had made his * by a back door. — 
rode away with great ſpeed. 

The ſerjeants are buſy to find out the 
. who 15 ſoon known to be {i on | 
Bertolini; but he being well —— 
through the ſtreets, and getting to the — 
ſide of the capitol, two bricklayers being on 
a ſcaffold, as Bertolini paſſed by, fell 
down, ſcaffold and all, and brought him 
and his horſe to the ground with them; 
and being extremely hurt, he could not 
proceed any farther; ſoon after his purſuers 
arriving, he yeilds himſelf up iuto their hands, 
who preſently convey him to priſon. i 

The next morning he is called before his 
judges, to whom he freely confeſſes the 
murder, beſerching them to take pity on 
his youth, the heat of which had bcen the 
only occaſion of his guilt; but his judges 
tell him, there can be no-pardon for a crime 
like his, ſo adjudge his hands to be cut off, 
before the houſe where he ſhot Stur io, after- 
wards to be beheaded, and his body to be 
thrown into the Tyber; which the next 
morning was accordingly executed, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſtrong ſolicitations his father 


made in his favour. 


LIN 
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- From the foregoing ſtory, we may learn 1 
Kew fatal it is to indulge the growth of 


| Paſſion, and by the example of Bertolini, 
obſerve, ' how eaſy the mind of man is led 
from ſmall evils to the execution of greater, 
who, from the offence of belying Paulina's 
| horour became the — of her brother 
and ere Mor 
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HISTORY. 


HISTORY XI. 


La Vaſſelay poiſons her maid Gratiana, and 
catiſes ber man Villette to murder ber bu. 
band in a wood, and then marries him in re- 
quital of bis ſervice. Villette is thrown 
from bis horſe, when be confeſſeth the mur- 

der of his maſter, and attuſeth his wife La 

Vaſlelay to be the cauſe of it ; for which be 
is bang d and ſhe burnt alive. 


IN the province of Main, in France, ther 

dwelt a gentlewoman, named La Vaſſe- 
lay, who, at the age of ſixty three, was leſt 
very rich by her ſecond huſband, and not- 
withſtanding her age, in a ſhort time grows 
weary of a ſingle life, and determiges to 


8 8 Her 


ea | FR 
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Her wealth gained her ſeveral ſuitors, but 


ſome of them {ſhe thinks ſo far advanced in 
years, others not gay enough; till one even- 
ing, being at a wedding, ſhe beheld a young 


 --- gentleman, named De Merſon, a wild ex- 


* nt, and tly in debt. He was 
1 — dreſſed airy, and diſplayed his 
perfections in dancing, wherein he greatly 
excelled. She immediately became ena- 
moured of him; and deſiring a friend of hers 
(of whoſe diſcreſion and fidelity ſhe was 
well aſſured) to acquaint De Merſon of 
her paſſion for him, and to ſet it in that 
able light ſhe knew ſhe was capa« 
ble of. Her friend ſmiling, promiſed her 
he would. And ſoon after meeting De Mer- 
Jon, he informs him how much he is obliged 
to Madam La Vaſſelay, for the great eſteem 
te has for him, and acquaints him with the 

tneſs of her eſtate, and the excellence 
of her virtues; ſhe tells him, ſhe may be 
turned of fifty, yet ſhe is lovely and invit- 
ing; that ſhe has a greater regard for him 
than any man, and that he ſhould be glad 
to accompany him in making her a viſit. 
De Merfon having heard before of La 
Vaſſelay's great eſtate, as alſo of the truth 
of her age, likes the firſt-well, and diſſem- 

N | n 
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bles the ſecond, but thanks this amber dexter 
for the trouble he ſo generouſly offers to give 
himſelf, in going with him to ſee her; pro- 
miſing, if ſhe gives leave, he will wait upon 
her the next night to ſupper. 
Ihe agent in love, having received this 
leaſing anſwer, returns with it to La Vaſſe- 
Jay, who is ſo tranſported, that ſhe thinks 
every hour an age, till ſhe is bleſſed with 
the preſence of her young lover, and ſpares 
no coſt to make the entertainment ſuitable 
to the welcome ſhe intends to give him, 
De Merſon in the mean time, laughs to 
think of the youthful affections that bloom, 
like Glaftenbury thorn, in the winter of old 
women's days ; but as he finds his creditors 
begin to be clamorous, and he has no other 
way to fatisfy them, he reſolves to venture 
upon her; conſidering, that if he refuſe this 
opportunity, he may never have ſuch ano- 
ther; and that the older ſhe is, the ſooner 
ſhe may die, and then he ſhall have his li- 
berty again. 1 
Upon theſe conſiderations, he makes good 
his promiſe, and the next night they go to 
La Vaſſelay, who having decked herſelf in 
her gayeſt apparel, receives him with the 
higheſt marks of reſpect; and when ſupper 
came upon the table, he evidently perceived, 
that ſhe had therein ſhewn her deſire to 
2 pleaſe, 


— 


after 
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pleaſe, by the variety and profuſion of the 


entertainment; but for herſelf ſhe eat little, 
continually viewing the many graces of her 
dear raviſhing gueſt; nor could he help 
ſending his eyes abroad upon her plate, rich 
hang and other magnificent furniture. 
Tze converſation, as uſual in theſe caſes, 


turns on the hopes that this meeting will pro- 


duce effects anſwerable to both their deſires ; 
ceremonies are over, and De Merion pro- 
miling another viſit ſoon, they part for the 


. firſt time. Accordingly the third day he 


waits upon her again, and with little diffi- 
culty obtains a promiſe of marriage, which 


is actually conſummated within eight days 


hus have we ſeen youth wedded to 


' May to December, and muſt not be ſurpriſed 
if ſuch contraneties cannot agree; for De 


Merſon had not been married above two 


months, before he to repent; he ſees 
chat he has tied himſelf to a decriped, ſickly 
| decayed body, and takes an entire diſtaſte 
againſt his wifeQ. | 


La Vaſſelay had a maid of about eighteen 


years of age, named Gratiana, who was a 


girl, and with whom ſhe fears her 
uſband is too familiar, and even the lighteſt 


for De Merſon, one morning, n the 
| . | Mal 


5 trifle is a confirmation of guilt to the jealous; 
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maid look pale, enquired after her health, 
with 2 concern, as his wife imagined, that 
ſeemed to ſpeak a more than common tender- 
neſs, and looks upon this care of her huſ- 
band's towards her, as a full conviction of 
their diſhoneſty; and this is ſo ſtrongly 
fixed in her imagination, that ſhe reſolves no 
longer to bear with it, ſo one day, in the 
abſence of her huſband, having the maid 
alone in her chamber, ſhe charges her with 
defiling her bed, the hour is now come that 
ſhe will be revenged on her. The poor 
irl, aſtoniſhed at this unexpected charge 
= her miſtreſs, proteſts her innocence, 
and that neither in action or thought ſhe was 
ever unchaſte with her matter, or with any 
man in the world. But this will not ſatisfy 
her incenſed miſtreſs, fo calling up two of 
her women, ſhe forces them to ſtrip. the 
young creature down to her waiſt, and bind 
her to the bed poſt, then like a fury, with a 
birchin rod, ſhe draws blood in many 
places, from her arms, back and ſhoulders, 
nor can her tears or cries appeaſe her rage, 
till having tired her arms, ſhe tells her, 
That that was the only way to cool the heat 
of her luſt,* and fo leaves the room in the 

ſame fury with which the came into it. 

Gratiana diſſembles her reſentment, and 
determines privately to retire to her father ; 
| but 
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but before ſhe could effect it, ſhe was taken 
very ill, and her miſtreſs's jealouſy not being 
in the leaſt abated, ſhe formed a reſolution 
againſt the life of this innocent young wo- 
man, and under colour of repenting of her 
ill uſage to her, ſpake kindly to her, and 
makes her ſome broth, bur ſhe infuſes into 
it a quantity of poiſon, which operating ac- 
cording to her deſign, within ſix days after, 
makes a perpetual ſeperation betwixt her 
foul and body. 3 | 
De Merſon being informed of the maid's 
death, his thoughts ſuggeſt to him, that his 
wife was the occaſion of it, and had fo con- 
verted her jealouſy into murder ; and being 
fixed in his opinion, notwithſtanding his 
his wife's outward ſhew of ſorrow on the oc- 
caſion, he looks on her as a murdereſs, which 
makes her very ſight odious to him. On 
the other hand, conſidering Gratiana was 
ſent to her untimely grave for his fake, it 
_ redoubles his affliction ; but being apprehen- 


five that this may confirm his wite's jealouſy, 
and believing that the wretch who is capa- 
ble of ſo black a murder, will make no con- 
ſcience of perpetrating a ſecond, and that his 
own life may be in danger, he reſolves en- 
t rely to forſake her; fo ſecretly packing up 
all her bills, bonds, leaſes, &c. he takes 


horſe 
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horſe, and rides to a friend's .houfe, where 
he reſolves to refide, 

Las Vaſſelay, eg. the ankindnek of her 
huſband, in making her, as it a were, widow 
again, repents of her indiſcretionn mar- 
rying ſo young a ma n; and condemns 
her own Jealouſy, which drew her into fo 
foul a fact as that of murdering her inno- 
cent maid, for which this uſage of her 
huſband is but the forerunner of greater 
puniſhments which providence hath ordain- 
ed for her ; but endeayouring to reconcile 
herſelf to her huſband, ſhe ſends him the 
following letter. 


A L L my joys being fled with thee, I very 
much fear my life is drawing to a period; 


therefore, my dear De Merſon, allow me the 
comfort of ſeeing you once more before I 
go to my grave; and if I cannot be ſo 
happy as to live, at leaſt let me die, in thy 
arms; but if thou art ſtill inexorable, theſe lines 
Hall be witneſs between us of my kindneſs and 
your cruelty, how fincerely I ſeek to retain thy 
affection, and with how much hard heartedneſs 


thou baſt ſligbted 
LA VASSELAY. 


Ls! 


De <Merſon cannot baniſh from histhoughts 
Nis wife's murdering her maid, therefore * 
returns der this ſharp anſwer. 71 


| 157 thy Ife draw near to its period, Hi 4 

fo will put an end to thy ſorrows. M. bt 
tan be but a poor ſatigfaction for thee to carry 
to thy grave ; in ſhort expett not my return; 
and if thou woulaſt know CE mind, I 
wiſh that Gratiand's blood do not vile in judg- 
ment againſt thee; for badſt thou not been jo 
eruel to ber thou mighteſt have lived as happy. 
45 T now fear ber aegth will make the die mi- 


 ſerab 
* — DE MERSON. 


- _ the Sehe of this letter La Vaſſclay | 
Aly perceiving her huſband has no love for 
her, and that he is ſtrongly poſſeſſed with 
the apprehenſion of her having poiſoned 
Gratiana, therefore ſhe knows not what me- 
thods he might take to reveal it. Where- 
upon, to ſecure herſelf, ſhe ſoon exchanged 
ber love to hatred, which uces ſuch 
bloody defigns in her heart, that ſhe firmly 
reſolves to murder her huſband ; and rumi- 
nating which way ſhe ſhall accompliſh this 


* 


IP. 


wicked.deſign, ſhe at laſt, thinks no inſtru- 
ment can be ſo proper as La Villete, his gen- 
tleman, and — him to be exceeding 

covetous, 
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- covetous, ſhe privately ſends for him, and 
tells him, ſhe is to requeſt his ſecrecy in an 
affair which infinitely tends to his own and 
her welfare; then bitterly inveighing againſt. 
ler huſband, ſhe tells him with how much 
undeſerved cruelty he has treated her, and 
at the ſame time, offers him a thouſand 
crowns to murder him. oe 
La Villette, ſeeing the greatneſs of the 
danger, is amazed at the propoſition ; for 
though he loved gold well, yet he will not 
- purchaſe it at ſo great a price as that of his 
maſters blood. La Vaſſelay ſeeing 
not prevail, tells him, that if he will mur- 
der his maſter, in ſix months after ſhe will 
marry him in requital. This gains her point, 
he cannot reſiſt the many thouſands that her 
eſtates promiſes him, therefore ſwears to 
effect her bloody deſign. And this horrid 
contract they interchangeably ſeal with oaths 
and kiſſes; after which he haſtes away, and 
impatiently waits for an opportunity to per- 
petrate the villainy he has undertaken. And 
it is not long before one offers, for De 
Merſon returning from a hunting match, 
and paſſing through a wood, the villain 
riding behind him, diſcharged his piſtol, 
loaded with a brace of balls, through his 
back and reins, which kills him inſtantly. 
Lag Villette, ſeeing 4” maſter lie weltering = 

, ' — 
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| his blood, aſſumes the hypocrite to conceal 
the murder ;, ſo charging his piſtol again 
with another brace of bullets, he ſhoots thro? 
his own hat, then gives himſelf a cut over 
his left hand, takes his own piſtol, with his 
- maſter's rapier, purſe and watch, and throws 
them into a pond adjoining ; after which he 
ties both his feet together with a cord, and 
lips his arms very dexterouſly into another, 
behind his back, and in that condition plac- 
ing himſelf againſt a tree, cries out vehe- 
mently againk thieves and the murderers of 
his dear maſter. 5 
Soon after three Engliſn gentlemen, com- 
ing that way, readily make up to his aſſiſt- 
ance, to whom he relates, that five thieves 
had aſſaulted his maſter and himſelf; that 
he fought in their defence, that his maſter 
was killed with a piſtol, then robbed, and 
himſelf wounded and bound as they ſaw. 
The gentlemen were much concerned at this 
_ pitiful tale, and at the bloody ſpectacle be- 
ore them, and having unbound him, they 
made ſearch about the wood for the ſuppoi- 
ed thieves and murderers. La Villette thank- 
ed them for their aſſiſtance, and, with a won- 
- derful ſhew of ſorrow, takes care for the 
* conveyance of his maſter's body to his friends, 
who bury him with great concern and grief. 


nds. Vena 
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In the mean thime he gives private intel - 
ligence to La Vaſſela of all that's paſt, who, 
rejoices in her heart, but greatly mourns in 
outward ſhew; and, to the amazement of 
every body, in leſs than ſix months, . is 
married to La Villette; which occaſions 
many conjectures in the minds of moſt peo- 
ple, who had heard in what manner the 
dead body of De Merſon was found; but 
there being no proof of any thing agaiuſt 
them, they are forced to leave the detection 
of their crimes to providence, which will 
ſhortly bring them to light. They had not 
been married above eight months, before 
La Villette riding with two gentlemen in 
the ſame wood where he had ſlain his maſ- 
ter, and coming to the very ſpot, his horfe 
rearing up his hinder feet, came down 
again with ſuch a force, as threw his rider, 
and almoſt broke his back, He well re- 
membering the place, and being in extreme 
pain from his fall, had nothing but the 
image of De Merſon, and the fear of death 
before his eyes, which ſo operated on his 
mind, that he confeſſed to the two gentle- 
men the murder of his maſter, at the inſti- 
gation of his wife, who would have firſt have 
teduced him by a bribe ofathouſand crowns, 
which he refuted, but afterwards drew him 


tuo 2 compliance by a promiſe of 
marriage 


n 5 
* of which he repented from his 
I be gentlemen, amazed at this horrid ſto- 
ry, convey him to an inn, and ſend away 
poſt to advertiſe, the preſidial court of the 

uſineſs ; who ſend orders immediately to 
have him brought before them ; where he 
again confeſſeth the murder of his maſter, 
and likewiſe accuſeth his wife with being the 
ſole inſtigator thereof. Whereupen ſhe is 
2 apprehended, and with many aſ- 
ervations denies the fact: but they adjud 
her to the rack, who unable to endure the 
firſt torture, confeſſes the murder, and that 
ſhe had alſo poiſoned her maid, upon 
Which ſhe is condemned to be burned, 

and her huſband hanged; which ſentenee was 
Executed the next day, in the preſence of an 
infinite number of people, who as much ab- 
hor the enormity of their crimes, as they 


glorify God, who in his infinite wiſdom and 
- Juſtice, thought fit to bringthem to this open 
ſhame and puniſhment 
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Fidelia and Celeſtina cauſe Carpi and Monte- 
leon, with their. two . Lorenzo and 
Anſelmo, o murder their father. Mon- 
telion, and his lackey are drowned; Fidelia 
hangs herſelf ; Lorenzo is hanged for a ro- 
Very; Carpi bath bis bead cut off; Celeſtina 
15 is beheaded, one * body burnt. 5245 


IN Otranto, a city in Italy, need a hs | 
man, called captain Benevente, who, 
by his deceaſed lady, had a ſon named Alca- 


ſero, and two daughters, Fidelia and Celeſti- 
na. The beauty of his two daughters could 
not be long unſeen or unadmired; they had 
many addreſſes made to them by perſons of 
great worth and-quality, but ſuch was the 
humour of their father, that he conſtantly 
eroſſed all motions of that nature, to the 


Ses 


e 
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great diſcontent of his daughters. The young 
ies requeſt their brother to intercede fot 
them; which he does fo effectually, that the 
*Father tells him, he hath provided two huſ- 
bands for them. The baron Carpi for Fi- 
delia, end the chevalier Monteleon for Ce- 

' » leftina, and that in fifteen days they will 
come over to ſee them: which, news was 
very agreeable to his ſiſters, and accordingly, 
; at the time appointed, theſe noblemen came ; 
but the ladies are ſtrangly diſappointed in 
their lovers when they appear, for Carpi 
was haunch-back'd, and Monteleon had one 
leg ſhorter than the other, notwithſtanding 
which, the father tells them, they ſhall mar- 
ry theſe and no other; and the noblemen, 
-encouraged- by him, are very importunate 
with the ſiſters, who are much difatisfied 
with their father's perverſeneſs. This, at 
length, breeds ill blood, and they begin to 
hate him, which Fidelia firft diſcovers to her 
ſiſter, telling her, that, ſince her father is ſo 
reſolute, ſhe had rather fee him laid in hi 
glave, than be forced to marry the man ſn 
cannot affect. Celeſtina declared herſelf of 
the ſame opinion, adding, that the ſooner 
he was diſpatched the bettery thus they con- 
clude his death, and as to the manner of it 
after many conſultations, they think it moſt 
late to engage Carpi and Montelcon in the 


execution 
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execution of their deſign. To this end they 
now change the ſcene, and pretend to love 
thoſe they actually hate, which ſo pleaſes the 
two noblemen, that with much urgency 
they importune them to marriage; but are 
told by them, that it is impoſſible ſo long as 
their father lives; for though he ſeemed to 
encourage them in their ſuit, yet he had 
given them expreis commands not to love 
them, which was the reaſon of that diſre- 
ſpe& they had all along received them with. 
The noblemen were taken in the trap, and 
never conſidered of the treachery of theſe de- 
ceitful young women, but jointly engage, 
in a ſhort time, to remove him who was the 
miſtaken ſubje& of their hatred, and his 
daughter's diſobedience. is 
Their father uſed, after dinner, to ride to 
a neighbouring village : Carpi and Monte- 
leon, with their lackeys, diiguifing, them- 
ſelves, ſet upon him at the corner of a wood, 
with their ſwords and piſtals, attended only 
with one ſervant; and having murdered 
them both , they threw them down into a 
deep quarry, full of buſhes and brambles. 
Then coaſulting about their flight, Carpi - 
took poſt to Naples, and Montelion, wich 
his lackey, rode a different way, till they 
met with a ſwift ford, and in the midſt of 
the water his horſe ſtumbled, and ſo violent 
Was 
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was the torrent, that before they could re- 
cover themſelves, they were borne down 
the ſtream and both drowned. 

By this time Benevente and his man are 
miſting, and nothing can be learned of them. 
His fon is much concerned leaſt ſome miſ- 
chief ſhould have befallen him, promiſing 
great rewards to any perſon that can give any 
intellegence of him. After five days ſearch, 
to no purpoſe, his daughters, with abundance 
of counterfeit ſorrow, pretend to ſuſpeR, 
that he is murdered by his ſervant, who alone 
went out with him, and had not ſince been 


| _heardof. Their brother's grief was as real as 


theirs was feigned; and he Jef nothing unat- 
tempted that might lead to a diſcovery, but 
all had hitherto proved in vain ; when it hap- 
pened one day, that ſome gentlemen, who 
were hunting the ſtag, which being tired, 


kan into the quarry among the buſhes for 


ſhelter, whither the hunter follow him, they 
diſcovered two dead bodies, which the crows 
had pitifully mangled, and approaching 
nearer, they knew them, by their clothes, 
to be Benevente and his man; of this they 
gave notice to Alcaſero and his ſiſters, and 
the bodies were brought to Otranto and in- 
terred the ſame evening, which drew floods 
of tears from Alcaſero, and the crocodiles 
his * Next day news was brought, that 
1 Monteleon 
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M.,/yßnteleon and his lackey were drowned, 
which added yet more to the ſatisfaction 
of theſe bloody ſiſters. Six weeks were 
now paſt, ſince the funeral of Benevente, 
when Alcaſero began to think it ſtrange, 
that Carpi came not to condole with him 
for his father's death, and renew: his ſuit to 
his ſiſter, which made him entertain ſome 
jealous thoughts, tho he had no probable. 
grounds of ſuſpicion. - Is . 
About a month after, Carpi thinking 
himſelf out of all danger of being diſcover- 
ed as one of the murderers of Benevente, - 
and that things were ripe for his being receiv- 
ed by Fidelia, he ſends over a lackey with 
the following letter: | 


. Maran, 

AJ HEN your ſorrows are blown over, I _ 
will do myſelf the pleaſure of waiting 

pon you. I have given you a proof of my 

affection, that you cannot in juſtice ever bere- 

efter doubt it. Pray ſend an anſwer ſoon, by | 

which you will give the greateſt ſatisfattion . 

imaginable to | | 

| | CARPI. 


The lackey delivers the letter to Fidelia, 
and requeſts her anſwer ; but ſhe was quite 
altered; a deep melancholy had ſeized her 

U cven 
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even to o deſpair, ſhe hated all company, 
looks pale and ghaſtly in which condi- 
tion, at the importunity of the lackey, ſne 
— * e ROE 


My Lean . 

2 father death beth altered my diſpeht- 

tion, for I am now wholly addicted to 

mourn; not to marriage. I never. 

deubted ;hy affeFion,” and reſt 4 ured, 1 will 

either wed thee or my grave. "thou as 

bo nn 1 fall de miſerable 10 87 
r FIDELIA. 


"Having ſent away this letter, ſhe is again 
8 diſtracted, which diſorder her brother and 
friends endeavour to remove by good ad- 
vice, but all in vain, as they are ignorant 
of the cauſe of it. 
Her father's murder is always in her mind, 
which is ſo terrible to her, that ſhe reſolves 
& to lay violent h upon herſelf, rather 
than endure the tormenting pains of an evil 
3 conſcience. To this end ſhe bolting her 
cCWChamber door, and tying one of her gar- 
TCW—e-k1ers to the teſter of the bed, ſhe there hang- 
ed herſelf. Dinner being ſerved up, her 
brother and ſiſter ſend for her, when one 
ot the ſervants goikg to her n | 
5 wor 


C155) 

word, that the key wog on the outſide, and 
the door bolted within, x ſhe anſwered 
not. Whereupon Alcaſero ordered the door 
to be broken open, and entermg, he ſaw 
his ſiſter hangir g at the bedſtead, and her 
body as bla as a coal. The officers of 
Juſtice being acquaiated with this dreadful 
accident, give leave to have the corple pri- 
vately interred in the garden. Carpi, in tlie 
mean time, having received Fidelia's letter, 
wonders at the contents, but ſoon after 
ſends her the following: 


Dear Frpzuiia, 
T is my earneſt requeT that you would com- 
fort yourſelf, tho' were matters rightly 
weighed, I have the moſt reaſon to grieve; 
endeavour to love thyſeſt, and not hate me, ſo 
Halt thou draw felictty put of affiiftion, and 1 
ſecurity from danger, Cet thy ſecond letter 
Live me half ſo much jo as thy Arat did ſar- 
rom; and 1 ſhall rejoree as much as I now la- 


nent. | 
| CARPI. 


This letter was brought by one of Carpi's 
| lackies, who. coming to Otranto, as he 
walked in th& Court before the houſe, was 
ſeen by Alcaſero, who ſent to enquire whoſe 


ſervant he n but he refuſed to give any 
account: 


FLW 
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account; but being offered twenty ducats 
to diſcloſe his buſineſs, he told him he be- 
longed to Carpi, and had a letter from him 
'to F Pidelia, which he delivered to Alcaſero, 


and thereby his ſuipicion of Carpi's having 


ſome hand in his father's death revives ; he 
bid the lackey tell his maſter, that Fidelia is 
in another world, and that he reſolved ſhort- 


ly to ſee him at Naples, and in the interim 
will keep his letter. Accordingly he poſts 
to Naples, to the criminal judges, there ac- 
cuſes Carpi of his father's murder, for 
which he is apprehended, adjudged to the 
rack, which torments he endured, and ſtill 
HMenied all, ſo that the Court clears him, 
but Alcaſero will not; for after ſix months 
time, when Carpi was ſound in his limbs 


again, he ſent him this challenge. 


© {though the law hath F 


= father's murder, yet my conſcience cannot; 
es I request thee to meet me at eight 


. $0-morrow, at the west end of the common 


vineyard, where with impatience I ſhall attend 
| ALCASERO. 


2 receipt hereof, Carpi bid the meſ- 
= ger * — that though he had not de- 
ſerved 


Ws 
Erved his malice, yet he accepted his chal- 
lenge. The morrow being come, and the 
combatants met in the field, it was Carpr's 
fortune to have the day, by leaving Alca- 
ſero ſpeechleſs, (and, as he ſuppoſed, dead) 
in the field; but by the great care and ſkill 
of his ſurgeon, he was at laſt cured of his 
wounds, and lived to ſee his father's murder 
diſcovered, and the aſſaſſins puniſhed. 
Carpi's page, who had his maſter's pocket 

at pleaſure, to keep ſecret Benevente's mur- 
der, grows diſſolute, and one day, obſerv- 
ing a gentlewoman to pull out a purſe, 
wherein was twenty ducats, he ſtole them 
from her, and being taken in the fact, was 
the next day convicted, and adjudged to be 
hanged. Carpi was ſurpriſed to hear this 
news, went to priſon to him, and promiſ- 
ed, if he would not reveal the buſineſs he 
was concerned in, he would be a faithful 
— conſtant friend to his mother and bro- 

ers. - | 

The page promiſed ſecrecy; but being 
brought co the gallows, upon the ladder, 
confeſſes, that he and his maſter; together 
with Monteleon and Anſelmo, had murder- 
ed Benevente and his man, and threw them 
into the quarry, the which he took upon 
his death was true; and ſo was turned off: 
Carp1 is apprehended, who being put 2 


iow. * * 1 n _ E ” 
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the rack, diſcovers the murder, adding 
withal; that Celeſtina and her dead ſiſter 
drew them into it, proteſting they had ne- 
ver done it but at their requeſts. Upon 
which he was condemned to have his right 
Hand cut off firſt, and then his head. Which 
done, Celeſtina was ſeized at a weddin 
and committed to priſon ; who underſtan 
ing the former confeſſions, confeſſed the 
whole, and ſo was judged to have her 
head cut off, her body burnt, aud her aſhes 
thrown into the air, which the next day was 
perfor med accord ingly. | | 
If murder. is a fin of ſcarlet die, how 
much deeper is that of parricide, as the in- 
diſpenſable duty to our parents is above the 
common reſpect to our neighbours. | 


"HISTORY XU. 


Maurice throws his mother Chriſtina into 4 
well, the arm with which be did it rots off 
and being diſordered in bis ſenſes in priſom 
be there confeſſes the murder, for which bi 


is bang ed. 


N Switzerland lived a rich widow, Who 
had one only ſon, named Maurice, who 
being of a ſprightly genius, -ſhe ſent to the 
univerſity ; but when free from the tuition 
of his mother, his virtues are ſoon eclipſed, 
and he entirely gives himſelf up to exceſ- 
ſive drinking; ſo that the allowance of his 
mother's not anſwering to his profuſe way 
of life, he is forced to ſend many letters to 
her, under divers pretences, 'for money, 
that ſhe begins to ſuſpect he is become leſs 
virtuous; and being aſſured of this after- 
wards, by ſome ſtudents and others, from 
whom ſhe had got private intelligence ye 
7 . iS 


dis behaviour, ſhe ſends for him home, and 


= 


faxes him with drunkenneſs and prodigali- 


ty. His modeſty condemns her credulity, _ 


"6 liſtening to what has been ſaid againſt 
the integrity of his actions; and the better 


to colour thoſe ſpeeches, he puts on aſhew 


* 


0 


afreſh,” he takes his leave, with a feigned 


of ſuch temperance and piety, being even- 
ing and morning at prayers, that ſhe begins 
to repent of the ſharpneſs with which ſhe 
had rebuked him, and acquits him, in her 
dyn mind, of every vice. Now the better 
to root himſelf in his mother's good opinion 
of his temperance, he, before her, refrain- 
ed all liquor, except what ſeemed merely to 
ſuffice nature; yet the ſame inclination con- 
tinues, for as ſoon as he had ſtored his purſe 


humility, and under pretence of perfecting 
his ſtudies, poſts to his old debauched 


companions, who, like vipers, are ready to 


gnaw out the bottom of his purſe. Thus 


this weak young wan, having waſted the 


money his mother had given him in wine, 
now feels the froſty winter of that want, 
which he can ſooner repent of than redreſs. 
Having neither virtue, money, credit, nor 


ttriend, to preſerve him from poverty and 
miſery, he is reduced firſt to ſell his books, 
then his cloathes and gown, and laſtly his 


$I 


bed; being willing to want any thing ra- 
3 ther 
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ther than wine; and when all is gone, 
hath no other hopes, but again to throw 
himſelf on the affection of his mother, whom 
he reviſits with many letters, which are all 
petitions for money ; but ſhe. being now 
more certainly informed of his doſſolute 
life, and of the ſale of his books, &c. an- 
ſwers his letters only with reprehenſions, and 
abſolutely refuſes to contribute any longer 
to his riotous way of abuſing his time, and 
ruining both his body and ſoul. eg 
Maurice ſeeing himſelf wholly abandoned 
by his mother, knows not how to live, and 
in this anxiety vows he will ſoon ſend her 
into another world, if ſhe will not relieve his 
wants ; and from this time his thoughts. are 
bent on this wicked purpoſe, and he is the 
more ſpeeded therein by being expelled the 
univerſity for his debaucheries: ſo that being 
now deſtitute of every ſupport, he returns to 
his mother, hoping that his preſence may 
prevail more upon her than his letters had 
lis indulgent. mother receives hini with 

tears, not of joy but of grief; for ſhe ſees to 
her affliction, that he loves his cups in 3 
manner better than life, and gives a full 
looſe to intemperance. Three days are 
- ſcarce paſt, before he makes two requeſts 
ro her, the one for new cloathes, and the 
B 1 other 
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other for money; the firſt ſne grants him,. 
and peremptorily denies him the other, well 

knowing, it will only help forward his de- 
ſtruction. This diſappointment enrages him 
fo much, that he now reſolves to put the 
helliſh reſolution he had formerly taken in 
execution ; he ſees he hath no money, and 

| knows his mother is rich, therefore con- 

_ "cludes, that if ſhe was once dead, he ſheuld 

never more want any. So theſe two coun- 
ſellors, avarice and drunkenneſs, puih him 
on to perpetrate this unnatural crime; the 
end of which will bring him as much 
miſery, as the beginning flattered him with 

falſe hopes of happineſs. _ 2 
© He now begins to be impatient of delays, 
and thinks every minute an hour till he has 
acted the horrid tragedy, and ruminates in 
his mind in what manner he ſhall accompliſh 
his deſign ; when a convenient opportunity 

foon offered, his mother being in the gar- 

den adjoining to the well, with a prayer 
book in her hand, and all her people at the 
vintage, he ran towards her in great haſte, 
and told her one of the neighbours children 
was fallen into the well that inſtant, which 

5 fad ſpectacle he ſaw from his chamber win- 

© dow; the old gentle woman made all the 

 ___ Haſte ſhe could to ſee if it was poſſible to af. 
Tord any aſſiſtance to the ſuppoſed infant; 


and 19 
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and ſhe had no ſooner ſtooped to look into 
the well, but he pitched her into it head 
foremaſt ; after which he goes into her 
chamber, breaks open the trunks and cheſts, 
and takes away her money and plate, Which 
he privately hides for his own uſe, but ſcat- 
ters a few pieces of: money, and ſome of her 
wearing apparel on the ftoor, that it might 
look as if thieves had done it. He os 
next to the ſtable, where, taking out a horſe, 
he rides to the people in the vineyard, and 
telling them he had been out all the morn- 
ing to take the air, ſays, he is now come to 
ſpend the remainder of the day with them. 
At evening they all go home together, 
where they find the doors open, and no 
creature in the houſe ; at which they are ſur- 
priſe, and Maurice, to all appearance, as 
much as the reſt; the ſervants, ſome one 
way and ſome another, run to ſeek their 
_ miſtreſs, and he his mother, to no purpoſe; 
when ſome of the maids going into her 
chamber, and ſeeing the cheſts and trunks 
broke open, and the things ſcattered about 
the floor, they ſet up a cry of thieves, which 
brings Maurice and the men ſervants thither, 
who are all amazed, and greatly concerned 
for the loſs of the good old gentle woman. 
All manner of enquiry being made, and 
no news being brought of her, this vile hy- 


pocr ite 
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pocrite of a ſon. acquaints the criminal ofi- 
cers with the pretended apprehenſions he has 
of his mother's being robbed and murdered. 


Upon which a private ſearch is made in the 


ieves; in the morning they 


town, for the 
ſerach the garden, 


with a hook they draw 
bruiſed in a lamentable — at which pi- 


tepus ſight the ſon, the unnatural murderer 


of his own. mother, to all outward appear- 
ance, grieves more than any one elſe; and 
in the concluſion they are all of an opi- 
nion, that the thieves who robbed her, had 
undoubtedly thrown her into the well after 
* her = buries her with much folem- 
and funeral pomp. 

urice, being now maſter of all, falls 
again to his old vice of drunkenneſs, and is 
ſo prodigal among his debauched compa- 
nions, that in leſs than twelve months he is 


forced to ſell his lands, and ſoon after the 


greateſt part of his plate and houſhold ſtuff; 
und runs greatly in debt: at length he is 
— ty and, being abandoned by all his 


— gui in deſpair, and the terrors of a 
gal conſcience: but miſerable as he is at 


preſent, we hall very * 


* Whithunday as it is the cuſtom 3 


and alſo the well, where 
up the dead body, 


he is thrown. into priſon, there to 
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the place, he petitioned the jailor, for that 
day, to have the liberty of the yard, and 
the freedom of the air, which was ted 
him; but at night deſcending the ſtairs to 
be pent up again in his obſcure dungeon, 
his — ſlipped, and in the fall he broke his 
right arm, and it ſo mortified, that, for the 
preſervation of his life, he is forced to have 
it cut off, a little below the ſhoulder. Here 
let the reader note the wonderful providence 
of God, in deſtroying that very arm with 
which this wretch had thrown his mother 
into the well. But this is not all: the loſs 
of Maurice's arm quite getting the better of 
his patience, proves the loſs of his ſenſes, 
which occaſions his raving night and day in 
ſuch a manner, that he diſturbs every one in 
the priſon, and eſpeciaily the jailor, who ac- 
quaints the common-council of the town 
hereof, and ſolicits them to remove him to 
| ſome more convenient place, which they ac- 
cordingly agree to; but when the officers 
come to remove him from the priſon to the 
hoſpital, he imagining they were going to 
carry him to execution for the murder of 
his mother, cries out, Well I have drowned 
* my mother in the well; but God will 
“ have me confeſs it, before he ſuffer ye to 
* hang me:“ which words had no ſooner eſ- 
eaped him, but he returns to his incoherent 


ravings 


—_— 
ravings again, but he had no ſooner entered 
the hoſpital, than he recovered his ſenſes 
again, and in ſuch a firm manner, as if he 
had —— l his jailors _—_ 
report of all this to the magiltrates, firſt of 
his confeſſing the murder of his mother, 
then'of the 'wonderful recovery of his ſenſes, 
almoſt as ſoon as he — _ that . 

Whereupon they in y ir to him, and 
there accuſe him of that — fact; but 
he now denies all, with many oaths and 
aſſeverations. . 
» Yet the magiſtrates, conſidering the vio- 
lence of his madneſs, and the ſuddenneſs of 
its leaving him, with his own free confeſſion 
of drowning his mother, they conceive that 
God's providence did ſtrongly operate in 
the detection of this unnatural murder; 
and therefore they order him back again to 
priſon, and there adjudge him to the rack, 
at the very fight of which he falls a trem- 
bling extreamly, and lifting up his eyes and 
hands to heaven, with a deluge of tears, 
he again confeſſes the murder of his mother; 
for which he is condemned to be hanged the 
next day; and accordingly is executed amidſt 
a numerous concourſe of people. | 
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HISTORY, XW. 


Ha rcourt 1 away bis brother's wiſe She 
- hires Tivoly, an Italian mountebank, 10 
_ poiſon Harcourt's wife. Harcourt Kills 
| his brother, and then maries bis widow. 
- Tivoly is hanged for « robbery; Maſſerino is 
likewiſe banged, and Harcourt is broke alive 
upon the wheel. 


1* the dutchy of e there dwelt an 
aged gentleman, who dying, left two 
ſons, Vimory and Harcourt. Vimorv, the 
eldeſt brother, was extremely covetous, 
who, hearing of a very rich widow, about 
forty years of age, namely Maſſerino, he 
reſolves to ſeek her in marraige ; ſhe had the 
character of being not ſo chaſle as rich. 
His brother is averſe to this match, but Vi- 
mory, prefering her wealth to all other con- 
ſiderations, never reſts till he makes her his 
wife. | 
Not long after this marriage of his bro- 
ther, Harco urt falls in love with a beautitul 


young 


® 
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young lady, named La Precoverte, the 
daughter of a worthy gentleman, but poor, 
who having a law-ſuit depending in the par- 
lament, promiſes him, that if he ſucceeds, 
his daughter ſhall not be without a fortune. 
Harcourt is ſo much captivated with the 
charms of the lady, that he acknowledges he 
Js ready to — her upon any terms, and 
ſo very ſhortly marries her; but alas he is 
ſoon ſated with that beauty which he had 
before ſer ſo high a r and aban · 
dons himſelf to all manner of vice, frequent- 
ly abuſing her, and laviſhly waſting his 
eſtate. His diſconſolate wife © requeſts his 
brother, and her father, to diſſuade him 
from thoſe enormities ; but all they can ſay 
is to little purpoſe, and giving no limits to 
his prodigality, he ſells away his lands by 
piece meal, rioting with his lewd compa- 
nions, and contemning the good advice of 
his beſt friends. 

At the ſame time it fo happened, that his 
wife's father loſt his law-ſuits, whereby he 
was ſaddled with ſuch expences as he was 
not able to pay. Harcourt, upon this ac- 
count, is cruel to his wife than ever, 
and often threatens to ſend her home to 
ſtarve with her father; nor is he long in a 
better condition himſelf, for in leſs than three 
years he hath near ſpent all his eſtate, and 
2 finding 


I 
finding himſelf forſaken of his friends, his 
debts large, his creditors clamorous ; ſo that 
he knows not how, nor which way to reme- 
dy theſe evils; when at length his neceſſity 
ſuggeſts this unnatural expedicnt to him: he 
knows his brother's wife Is rich and wanton, 
therefore he reſolves to attempt to draw her 
affetion from him, and flatters himſelf with 
hopes of ſucceſs, as he thinks himſelf more 
agreeable to the fair ſex ; ſo taking the ad- 
vantage of making her a viſit, when his 
brother was rode out, and finding her in a 
pleaſant humour, he breaks his mind to her, 
and alas, ſhe recieves the declaration, which 
ought to have been ſhocking to her, with 
much pleaſure and ſatisfaction: from this 
inſtant they began poluted embraces; and 
his pockets are again filled with coin, which 
he recieves from this Jacivious woman and 
they are grown ſo careleſs in the oblcene | 
. that tho* the huſband does not, 
yet his ſervants cannot help taking notice of 
chem, only he obſerves- an alteration in his 
brother's fortune, and way of living, /tho' 
he cannot think which way he procures it; 
and they perceiving they are ſuſpected, con- 
ſult together, tae reſult of which is, ſhe packs 
all her plate and jewels, and a large ſum 


of money, and in the abſence of her hul- 
Y band, 


( 174 ) 
band, privately. marches off with this baſe 
and rreacherovs brother, 

Vimory is amazed at his return home, to 
find their clandeſtine departure, but cannot 
conceive where they are fled to, in which 
ſuſpence for a while we muſt leave him. 
arcourt and his laſcivious ſiſter-in-law 
direct their courſe to Lyons, and during 
their ſtay there very ſeldom go out of their 
lodgings, and when they do, it is in diſguiſe; . 
he exceedingly dreaded his brother's re- 
venge, and alſo his being diſcovered by his 
wife, who, unhappy lady, lives diſconſolate 
with her father, where, through exceſs of 
grief, a deep conſumption ſeizes her, and 
every day promiſes to be her laſt. 

As guilt is always attended by fear, ſo 
thoſe adulterers cannot think themſelves 
ſecure, while the huſband and wife of 


eech is living; therefore Maſterino tampers 


with an Italian mountebank, who was then 
at Lyons, offering him one hundred crowns 
in hand if he will undertake to poiſon a 
young gentlewoman, and the promile of one 
hundred pounds more when the buſineſs is 
effected. This execrable wretch, not in 
the leaſt chagrined at the propoſal, imme- 
_ diately agrees, and having full inſtructions, 
| : poſts 


. 
poſts away to Troyes, where Harcourt's fas. 
ther- in- law lived, and inſinuating himſelf in- 
to his company, he belie ves him to be learn 
ed, and therefore a proper phyſician for the 
cure of his daughter's — 5 tion, which, 
the grief ſhe conceived for her huſband's un- 
kind uſage of her formerly, and for his ab- 
ſence at preſent, had thrown her into: ſo, 
in a moſt unhappy hour, her father mentions 
it to Trivoly, which being an opportunity 
he wanted, promiſeth him his beſt art and 
{kill for her recovery, and the next day viſits 
his daughter, whem he finds to be weak 
and pale; and aſking her ſome queſtions, he 
bids her father be of good comfort, for that 
he does not doubt of her cure. So he or- 
ders her ſome pills to be taken, two at a 
time, for three mornings together, which 
indeed were ſufficient, for ſhe expired within 
a few hours after taking the third doſe. 
The poor gentleman has now loſt all the 
comfort he had in the world, and in the 
ve of his daughter buries his chiefeſt des 
ight. * 
8 hortly after, Trivoly returns to Lyons, 
where he raviſheth Maſſerina's ears with the 
Joyful account of La Precoverte's death and 
burial, and receives the other part of * 4 
9 


__ Ing) 
8 and then they folemaly fwcar ſecrecy 
to each other. 

Maſſerino longs to make her dear Har- 
court her huſband, and thinks this is one 
ſtep towards his becoming ſo lawfully; tho 
for à time ſhe determines to conceal from 
him the death of his wife; but by ſome ac- 
cident, about three weeks after, he is ac- 
quainted with it, Which gives him no man- 
ner of concern, but on the contrary is agree- 
able news to him. 

It is now a compleat year ſince this wicked 
couple took their flight together, and they 
have now run out A large ſum of money, 
and know not Where to hope for a recruit; 
at length they conſult together, and jointly 
1 all 1 — they can enjoy no comfort in this 
till Vi imory be out of it: after ſeveral 
er Harcourt offers his man 
Not two hundred crowns in hand, and an 
annuity of more, if he will piſtol his 
brother, but Noel is too honeſt a man, and 


_ abſolutely refuſes it. His maſter is ſtrangely 


confounded at this, and cannot but bluſh to 
have his crimes thus reproved by the virtue 
of his ſervant, but conjures him to be ſe· 


cret. 
Soon after this, Harcourt determining to 


be his brother's executioner with his own 
* 


.. 
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hands, diſguiſes hümfelf wich a ham beard, 


and a mean fair of apparel, and waiting at 
the end of a wood, a little way from the 
houſe, where he knew his brother was ac- 


cuſtomed to walk alone in the evening, as 


he unfortunately chanced to do at this time, 
as ſoon as he ſaw him, accoſting him with 
the common tone of a begging ſoldier, he 
requeſted an alms of him. 

Vimory thinking him a proper object of 
his charity, drew forth his purſe, and while 
he was looking for a ſmall piece of ſilver, 
Harcourt drawing out his piſtol, which was 
charged with two bullets, lets fly at him, 
and ſhoots him through the heart, then with 
all poſſible celerity he takes his horſe, which 
he had tied to a tree out of ſight, and 


lop'd away to his new intended wife Maſſe- 


rina, who triumphs at this pleaſing 
news; N — God will — 
permit her joys to be of a long continuance. 
This murder of Vimory, within two hours 
is known at his houſe, and the murderer is 
narrowly ſought after, but in vain. Harcourt 
and Maſſerina hold it diſcreet to conceal 
themſelves a ſmall time longer, till the heat 
of the enquiry be blown over; ſo, at he end 
of two months Harcourt returns, took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the manor houſe, which now by tke - 


death 


\ 


(75 ) 
death of his brother, without iſſue, FOO ne | 
on himſelf, and acting the hypocrite, makes 
a wonderful ſnew of ſorrow for his death, 
hanging his houſe, and putting all his ſer- 


Vvuants in mourning. 


About a month afrer, he ſends 5 * 


ſiſter- in law, who comes home to him, 
and they ſeem ſo abſolutely ſtrange to each 
other at their firſt — as if they had 
never ſeen one another during the time of 
their abſence. But almoſt a year being ex- 
pired, and no more tall of the murder, they 
again begin to think of marriage, and ſo by 
the help of money, and by the friends which 
that —— them, they obtain a diſpenſa- 
tion from Rome, upon the arrival of which, 


they are immediately married, which at 


they imagine. will waſh- out the ſtains of. 
their reputation, and as. they abound in 
wealth; they are reſolved to deny themſelves 
no ee * we ſhall ce how ſhort 721 | 
are in their reckoning. 

It is often that dene puniſhes one. 


fin by another, and this we ſhall ſee appa- 
wo in the caſe of the mountebank Tivoly, 
who inveigling himſelf into the good opinion 
of a rich goldſmith's wife, named de Boys, 
and being ſent for one day to adminiſter. 
2 ** to her, he took that opportu- 


nity 


[1276 ] 

nity to ſteal a new caſket of jewels and rings, 
out of a cupboard, to the value of four 
thouſand crowns, and the ſame night he fled 
towards Lyons, deſigning from thence to 
eſcape into Italy. ol 6055 
De Boys ſoon miſſes his treaſure, and hearing 
of the mountebank's ſudden departure, and 
knowing that be had been the day before at 
his houle, he ſtrongly ſuſpects him to be 
| guilty of the robery ; ſo purſues him, and 
within four. leagues of Lyons apprehends 
him, having two proviſts men with him. 
He finds the jewels and rings upon him, 
and being brought back is examined, but 
having nothing to ſay in his defence, the 
fact being ſo plain, he is condemned to be 
hanged the next day; and when he is 
brought to the place of execution, he there 
confeſſes his having poiſoned La Precoverte, 
and that he was hired to do it by Maſſerina, 
from whom he received two hundred 
crowns as a reward. The magiſtrates are 
ſurpriſed at this relation, and as ſoon as the 
execution is over, order Maſſerina, with her 
old lover, but new huſband, to be appre- 
hended, at their new houſe, where he little 
dreamt of any danger being near them. As 
ſoon as the hand of juſtice is laid upon them, 
they look at each other with aſtoniſnment, 
| eſpecially 


/ 


8 85 
ee Maſſerina is ſeized with all the 
- t?terrors of deſpair, when ſhe underſtands that 
the Italian mountebank, at his execution, 
had accuſed her; but ſhe reſolves to ſtand 
upon her defence. Upon which they order 
her forthwith to the rack; and ſhe, having 
heard how exquiſite the pains of it are, con- 
feſſes at once her having employed Tivoly b 
to perpetrate the {aid murder: Her jud 
than farther demand, whether her huſband. 
is not likewiſe acceſſary, which ſhe abſolutely” 
denies, and is ſo kind to him, as not to 
mention one word of his piſtoling Vimory | 
| his brother. ) 
Maſſerina for this fact is ſentenced to be 
"hanged the next morning, and was accord- 
ingly: executed, declating to the laſt that 
her huſband was innocent uf the fac, and as 
the guilt was all her own, fo ſhe hed 1 
| would be the puniſhmener. - * 
Farcourt ſeemed outwardly ſorrowful fe | 
| this ſhameful death of his wife, but cannot 
in 22 tly rejoicing with himſelf, to find 
| had ſo ſtrictly kept the ſeeret of his 
—— his brother, and had thereby, as 
he thought, preſerved both his life and re- 
putation. But when he thinks himſelf the 
molt ſecure from danger, then the triumhant 
0 255 * God's revenge will ſuddenly ſur- 
priſe 
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priſe him. His honeſt man Noel having 
heard of all theſe tranſactions, cannot help 
ſuſpecting his maſter guilty, at leaſt öf the 
murder. of his brother. It happenech that this 
Noel was taken ill of a fever, and is given 
Over by the phylicians upon which, be- 
fore he leaves the world, he declares; that 
his maſter Harcourt would have had him 
iſtol his brother Vimory, for which he 
bad proffered him two hundred crowns in 
money, and an annuity for life of forty. 
crowns more, which he had refuſed, but 
hearing afterwards, that the ſaid Vimory 
was murdered, and by a piſtol, he verily 
believed chat it was his maſter, who had 
perpetrated that cruel murder. The detec» 
tion of which he leaves to God and them, 
and fo within half an hour expired. 
The judges admiring the providence of 
God in the evidence of this dying man, 
ſend away their officers to apprehend Har- 
court in his own houſe, and the next morn- 
ing being arraigned before the judges for 
the murder of his brother, on the evidence 
which was taken in writing from the mouth 
of his late ſervant Noel; he ſtrongly denies 
the fact, but is adjudged to the rack, and 
upon the firſt touch of the tormentors he 
confeſſes the whole matter. So his judges, 
2 | without 


execution, where he 


According ly. x the next day be i 
- amidſt a 7 — concourſe of p 


people to his 


— of 


God and the world, ary .o receives as pv- 


- niſhment Juſtly due to his iniquity. 
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HISTORY Xv. 


Vaſti 5ſt murders bis ſon, and then poiſons 
' bis wife; and being afterwards almoſt kil- 
led by a mad bull, reveals theſe two mur- 
ders, for which be is fri hanged, and 
then burnt. 


IN the county of Switzerland, there dwelt 

a a rich burgher, named Peter Vaſti, who 
had a virtuous woman for his wife, named 
Heſter, by whom he had only one ſon, 
called George, and lived happily for ten 
years ; but then keeping bad company, his 
wife is ſoon informed that he keeps a young 
ftrumpet, named Salyna, and at his retutn 
from her frequently abuſes her. Now by 
this time George, their ſon, is about ſixteen. 
years of age, of a man's courage and ſta- 
ture, and of a very pregnant wit, ſo that, 

as young as he is, he hath been long e- 
nough a ſorrowful eye-witneſs of his father's 
cruelty in beating his mother; he vows, 
aan | either 
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either to right it with his father, or revenge. 
it on Salyna, whom he knows to be the 
original cavſe of all theſe afflictions and 


> ries that befal his mother; ſo the next 
time he ſees his father beat his mother, he 
_ eps to her affiltance, and defends 


r from 
is father 


the tyranny of- his blows ; which 


takes extremely ill, and gives him ſharp 


and fome ſevere blows. 
His ſon, firſt returns him a brief rehear- 
fal of the wrongs he ſtill offereth to his 
mother, when proteſting his obedience to 
him, he yet tells him, that he is unwilling 
to receive his blows; adding withal, that 
ere long he will viſit his trumpet Salyna, 


Land maße her feel a part of her baſe car- 


both towards his mother and him- 
Vaſti is aſtoniſhed at the boldneſs of 
dis ſon, eſpecially to hear him name and 
threaten Sal na. However, he departs to 
his chamber, and the next morning keeps 


- his bed, and gives orders, that neither his 


wife or on have admittance to him, which 


diſcourteſy of his gives his ſon a freſh mo- 


"tive to revive, his laſt * * diſcontent 


againſt Salyna; ſo privately retiring, he 
to her houſe, — . * doz- 
en blows on her back, arms and ſhoulders; 
and ſwearing, that if ſhe forſake not his fa- 
ther's company, and * the means that 

| henceforth 
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henceforth he utterly abandons her, he will 
ſhortly give her ſo bitter a payment, as will 
hardly leave her the power to thank him 
for his courteſy. | 
Salyna, not accuſtomed to receive ſuch 
uſage from any man's hands, vows 
(if poſſible) ſhe will be revenged on him, 
fo privately ſends a letter to Vaſti, to ſpeak 
with him the very next day. At the re- 
ceipt of the letter, he ſuſpects that his ſon 
has offered her ſome violence, therefore 
immediately repairs to her, and ſhe informs 
him of his ſons cruelty towards her, and 
with tears ſhe proteſts, that if e will not 
revenge thefe her wrongs upoitFhis ſon, ſhe 
will never ſee him more. Vaſti in a 
informs her, that he loves her ſo tenderly 
and conſtantly, that he will murder his ſon 
For this inhuman act of his towards her. | 
Salyna is aſtoniſhed at this his unnatural 
reſolution, which, as vicious as ſhe is, ſhe 
condemns in him; therefore prays him to 
ſeek ſome other requital towards his fon ; 
which he promiſeth her, and ſeals it with 
ſome oaths and kiſſes. Soon after, return- 
ing home, he ſeems very calm, treats his 
wife in a better manner, and is even ſorrow- 
ful for his former unkindneſs to her, and 
promiſes a full reformation ; and at the ſame 
ume gives her many kiſſes, and bids his ſon 
| to 


(133) 


to provide an elegant ſupper; and the better: 
to ſeal this reconciliation, he orders him to 
invite ſome of their relations to be preſent. 
thereat, who were formerly acquainted with. 

their differences ; which was accordingly 
- done, and all things provided in 2285 belt. 
manner. 

Thus reconciled to appearance, 8 
lectures did Vaſti read to his ſon, as often 
as he calls him into his company, on the 
honour and calling of a ſoldier, and ſo filled 
his imagination with ambitious thoughts, 
that he beſeeched his father to ſend him 
abroad in ſome martial capacity; but the 
father being as crafty as the fon was raſh, 
ſuffered himſelf to be long importuned to 
this purpoſe, and at laſt promiſed to ſend. 
him to Rome, to his uncle Andreo Vaſti, 


who was a captain of one of the companies: 


of the Pope's guard, and was old and rich, 

without wife or child. 5 
George thanks his father, and i importunes 

him to haſten his departure, which he pro- 

miſeth, but the greateſt difficulty is, how | 

to obtain the mother's conſent to this jour- 

ney, who at firſt oppoſeth it very ſtrongly, 
as he is her only child, her right hand, and 
| the ** delight and joy of her life. 4A 


e 1 


— 1 fe: — iD AMS te «. 
* 7 : l r 
* 7 N * 
= = 


LES „ 
The morning of George's departure being 
come, his mother bedews his cheeks with 
ber tears, gives him good counſel, ſome 
gold, and her bleſſing, and ſo they take 
leave of each other. The father and ſon 
on till the cloſe of the day, when, 
paſſing through a narrow lane, as his ſon 
rides juſt before him, he ſhoots him through 
the back with his piſtol, charged with a 
brace of bullets, who immediately falling 
dead to the ground, he there deſcends from 
| his horſe, and, without any remorſe, cuts 
off his noſe, and moſt lamentably ſcars and 
mangles his face, that he might not be 
known, and fo takes him on his ſhoulders 
and throws him into a deep ditch, as alſo 
the ſaddle and bridle of his horſe, and 
turning his horſe to ſeek his fortune in the 
fields, he, to provide for his ſafety, rides 
ſwiftly to the next town, and there ſecretly 
hufheth himſelf up, pretending to be fick ; 
and eight days being expired, which was the 
| prefixed time he gave his wife for his return, 
e by a contrary road arrives home, and 


brings her word of the health of her ſon, 
and that he left him well in Turin, expe&- 
ing the benefit of good company to travel to 
Rome; whereat the harmleſs mother weeps 


for joy, 


Old 


116 1 
Old vaſti, for about ten days after his re- 


turn 8 this 88 
his up a intelligence . 

with bis wife, e relapſes into his for- 

mer vices, and renews his vide to Salyna, 

who receives him with much Joy, and the 

more when +he acquaints her, that he has 
ſent her ſon George to Rome, to reſide there 

for ſome years; fr continued with — — 


time, laviſhing | 
much prod ll after ha Fw — 


Rene wich ok 2 Tae pleaſures, * returns 
home to his wife, who knowing with whom 
he had been, ſhe repents to think that ſhe 
had permitted her ſon to leave her, and a 
thouſand times wiſhes for his return to 
comfort her, which indeed ſhe would ſoon 
have need off, for Vaſti falls again to his 

_ © _ old practice of beating her, notwithſtandin 
all his promiſes to the contrary ; till at laf 
ſhe tells him, that if he will not reſolve to 
his old vices, ſhe will ſpeedily, by 
the aſſiſtance of ſome of her kinsfolks, ſend 
ſt to Rome, to his brother captain Vaſti, 
for her ſon George to return home, which 
he is confident he will readily perform, up- 


dn the receipt of her letter. 
Voaſti is extremely nettled at this reſolu- 
tion of bis wife, becauſe he but too well 
knows, 


[ 3 £6 37 
knows, he has already ſent his fon, to Hea. | 
ven, and therefore fearg, that by his wife's 

ſending to Rome his damnable fact will be 

'1 diſcovered; to prevent which, he is refolved 
to add murder to murder, and ſo poiſon the 
mother as he had before piſtol d the ſon. 

Vaſti was ſtrongly fixed in this bloody pur- 
poſe of deſtroying himſelf his wife, ſo pro- 
vidng himſelf with a deadly poiſon, this 
execrable infuſed into a melon, which he 
knew ſhe was fond of, and had reſolved to 
eat thar day at-dinner, as indeed ſhe did 
to her own deſtruction, for ſhe died befor 
night, and gave her huſband a' favour- 3 
able colour to his falſe report of her dying * 
of a ſurfeit, which was readily believed, an 
ſo ſaved him from ſhame and danger for the 
preſent. „„ Tn 
Vaſti, without controul, now waftons it 
with Salyna; but amidft this ſecurity, di- 
vine juſtice remarkably purſues him; for 

| one day, walking in a meadow, the ſun. 

| being very hor, he laid himſelf down to 

| ſleep at the foot of a wild cheſnut - tree, and 

flept ſo ſoundly, that he could not hear t 

reat noiſe and out- cry which many people 
made afar off in the meadows, in purſuit of 
a furious mad bull, which ran directly to 
£ "iy VSG Faſti 
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. ad he was facing, and twice tofs'd | 
_ him up in the air with 5 horns, mangling 
mee and bruiſing him in ſuch a manner, 
l who came his affiſtance thought he 
"was dead for ſome time; but at laſt, com- 
Jog a little co himſelf, the people about him 
took off his cloaths, and found that the bull, 

With his horns had made two holes in his 
E at one of which a ſmall piece of his 
8 ung cut, ſo they all and himſel, 

| 


ie ved K* he had not half an hour 
ie. Upon which he makes a fair 
 confeffion of his crimes to the ſtanders-by, 
"and becomes 2. witneſs againſt himſelf, ac. 
| knonledgng that he cee bis ſon 
piſtol, and alſo poiſoned his 

own 8 57 deadiy drug Put into a me- 
a: Sr which too foul and inhuman mur- 


"ders he fad be begged pardon of God and 


world. 
> chis eonfelfog, „ſome of the com- 


-. pany. ride aw , and acquaint the judges 


xeof, who peedily ſend” a ſurgeon to 
— his wounds, and four ſerjeants to bring 


Bim away to town alive if poſſible. The 
"ſurgeon having ſearched his wounds, found, 
that tho — were mortal, yet that he 


ut live three or four 2 So he is 
* brought 
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I TY 7 
brought in a cart, and then likewiſe a 
1 33 to the magiſtrates the aforeſaid murders, 
for which by is condemned to be han 
and to have his body burnt to aſhes z 
- ſentence was accordingly executed t 
day, in the Fe of a vaſt cdncourſe of - 
people. „ OP _- 
"Th ny. the gn life and'gefegved 
death of the bloody monſter Vaſti, hols 
ſtory may be read to God's glory, and our 
| _ own reformation, 4 | 
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